REGULARITY AND RIGIDITY THEOREMS
FOR A CLASS OF ANISOTROPIC NONLOCAL OPERATORS

ALBERTO FARINA AND ENRICO VALDINOCI

ABSTRACT. We consider here operators which are sum of (possibly) fractional derivatives, with (possibly
different) order. The main constructive assumption is that the operator is of order 2 in one variable. By
constructing an explicit barrier, we prove a Lipschitz estimate which controls the oscillation of the solutions
in such direction with respect to the oscillation of the nonlinearity in the same direction.

As a consequence, we obtain a rigidity result that, roughly speaking, states that if the nonlinearity is
independent of a coordinate direction, then so is any global solution (provided that the solution does not
grow too much at infinity). A Liouville type result then follows as a byproduct.

1. INTRODUCTION

Recently a good deal of research has been performed about nonlocal operators of fractional type, also
in consideration of their probabilistic interpretation of Lévy processes. In this framework, it is natural

- to consider the superposition of different nonlocal operators in different directions, possibly with different
= (fractional) orders, in relation with the nonlocal diffusive equations in anisotropic media.
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E A first attempt to systematically study these anisotropic fractional operators was given in [0, [§, [7]. In
“—particular, the regularity theory of these anisotropic operators is perhaps harder than expected, it still
(") presents several open questions and some lack of regularity occurs in concrete examples (for instance,
= solutions of rather simple equations with smooth data and smooth domains may fail in this case to be
> smooth, see Theorem 1.2 in [§]). Roughly speaking, the lack of regularity may be caused by the combination
LO) of the nonlocal properties of the operator and the anisotropic structure of the operator. Namely, first the
nonlocal feature may cause the solution to be only Hélder continuous at the boundary; then the anisotropic
| structure may relate the solution in the interior to values at (or close to) the boundary, and the nonlocal
« effect can somehow “propagate” the boundary singularity towards the interior, making a smooth interior
Q regularity theory false in this case (see [§] for more details about it).

~~ | The goal of this paper is to provide a very simple approach to a Lipschitz-type regularity theory for a

family of anisotropic integro-differential operators, obtained by the superposition of different operators in
X diff di directi d ibly with diff der of diff iati
a Ifferent coordinate directions, and possibly with different order of differentiation.

The main structural assumption that we take is that there is one “special” coordinate (say the last one)
in which the operator is local and of second order. In this framework, we will control the derivative of the
solution in this variable by uniform and universal quantities, depending on the data of the problem.

More precisely, the mathematical framework in which we work is the following. We denote by {eq,...,e,}
the Euclidean base of R™. Given a point x € R", we use the notation

x=(r1,...,%,) =T161 + - + Tpep,

with z; € R.
We divide the variables of R™ into m subgroups of variables, that is we consider m € N and Ny,..., N,, €
N, with Ny +---4+ N,,_1 =n —1. Fori € {1,...,m}, we use the notation N/ := N; + ---+ N;, and we
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take into account the set of coordinates
X1 = (.]71, e ,LUNl) S RNl

X2 = (le-i-la S 7$Né) S RNz
(1) Xi = (N7 41,...,72n) € RV

X1 = (TN 415, TN ) € RNm-1

and X, = Ty,

Given i € {1,...,m — 1} and s; € (0, 1] we will consider the (possibly fractional) s;-Laplacian in the ith
set of coordinates X;. For this scope, given y = (yi,...,yy,) € RY it is useful to consider the increment
induced by y with respect to the ith set of coordinates in R™, that is one defines
(2) yt = yien: 41+ +ynen; € R™

With this notation, one can define the N;-dimensional (possibly fractional) s;-Laplacian in the ith set of
coordinates X;, for a (smooth) function u : R — R by

2 2 T
_8IN£71+1u(:E) - .= ale{u(x) if s, =1,

2u(x) —u(z +yW) —u(e —y) o
CN;,s; /RNi 0 [N dy if s; € (0,1),

(3) (=Ax)"u(z) =

The quantity cy, s, in (B]) is just a positive normalization constant, whose explicitﬁ value for N € N and
s € (0,1) is taken to be

C227I0(s+ &)
7 [D(=s)]

where I' is the Euler’s Gamma Function. We refer to [5, 9, 4] and to the references therein for further
motivations about fractional operators.

(4) CNs -

Y

In this paper we consider a pseudo-differential operator, which is the sum of (possibly) fractional Lapla-
cians in the different coordinate directions X;, with ¢ € {1,...,m — 1}, plus a local second derivative in
the direction x,,. The operators involved may have different orders and they may be multiplied by possibly
different coefficients: that is, given aq,...,a,,—1 = 0 and a > 0, we define
-1
L = a;i(—Ax,)% — ad?

1

3

-
Il

()

|

ai(_AXJSiv

=1

where in the latter identity we used the convention that a,, := a, s1,...,S,—1 € (0,1] and s, := 1.

Given the operator in (B)), we stress that a very important structural difference with respect to the
classical local case is that fractional objects are in general not reduced to the sum of their directional
component

'We wrote the value of ¢y . as in (@) to be consistent with the literature, see e.g. notation of [3]. Of course, such value
can be equivalently written in other forms, according to the different tastes. The explicit value of the normalization constant
in (@) plays no major role in this paper, but it is useful for consistency properties as s; — 1.

2That is, if = (1,...,2,) € R” the following formulas are false, unless s = 1:

(=02)° + -+ (=02,)° = (-A.)°
and (_A(Il ~~~~~ IN))S + (_A(:EN+1 ~~~~~ 1N+K))S = (_A(ﬂh ~~~~~ IN+K))S'
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The main result that we prove in this paper is a Lipschitz regularity theory in the last coordinate variable
that extends the one of [I] (which was obtained in the classical setting of local operators). To this goal, we
denote by BY the open ball of RV centered at the origin and with radius R. Also, given d,...,d,, > 0,
we set d := (dy,...,d,) and

m
e N1 Nmfl . Ni
Qu = BY! x -+ x By x (—d, dy) = [ [ BY'
i=1

where in the latter identity we used the convention that N, := 1.
Also, given £ > 0 we denote by Qg the dilation of factor x in the last coordinate (leaving the others
fixed), that is

N Ny —
Qd,ﬁ = Bdll XX Bdm,; X (_’l{'dma "{dm)‘

Of course, by construction QQz1 = Q4. In accordance with the constant fixed in (B, it is also convenient

to introduce the following notation] for a suitable universal quantity, for any ¢ € {1,...,m}:
(&

2T (s + )T (s + )
With this notation, we have the following result:

Theorem 1.1. Let f : Qu2 — R and u : R® — R be a solution of Lu = f in Qu2. Then, for any t €
(_dmadm)7

(7) lu(te,) — u(—te,)| o dp & N C dy ||| oo

t S a X ngsl ;
|t] . {q}}l_}m}(n )
where
S = sup |f(x+te,) — f(z —tey)],

(z,t)€Qax(0,dm)

~ 2 .
and C = (a1 + ta )+1.
a

Higher regularity results (for different types of nonlocal anisotropic operators) have been obtained in [6, §]
(indeed, general anisotropic operators can be considered in [6, 8], but only the kernel with the same
homogeneity were taken into account). Some advantages are offered by Theorem [LI] with respect to the
other results available in the literature. First of all, Theorem [[.Tlcomprises the case of operators of different
orders (e.g. the s; can be all different and both local and nonlocal operators can be superposed). Moreover,
Theorem [T may select the “local” coordinate direction independently on the others, in order to take into
account the behavior of the nonlinearity in this single coordinate and detect its effect on the oscillation
of the solution (notice in particular the term & appearing in Theorem [T, which only depends on the
oscillation of f in the last coordinate direction). As a matter of fact, the diffusive operators in the other
variables can also degenerate (indeed a; may vanish for some 7 € {1,...,m — 1}).

In addition, all the constants appearing in Theorem [I.Ilcan be computed explicitly without effort and the
proof is rather simple and it makes use only of one explicit barrier (the barrier will be given in formula (I8])
and, as a matter of fact, this argument may be seen as the fractional counterpart of the regularity theory
developed by [I] in the local framework).

As a technical remark, we point out that, for simplicity, the notion of solution in Theorem [[.1] is taken
in the classical sense, i.e. the function u will be implicitly assumed to be smooth enough to compute the
operator L pointwise (in this sense, formula (7)) reads as an “a priori estimate”). Nevertheless, the same
argument that we present goes through, for instance, by applying the operator to smooth functions that
touch the solution from above/below, that is one can assume simply that the solution in Theorem [Tl is
taken in the viscosity sense (in this case, formula () reads as an “improvement of regularity”).

3We observe that 7; = 1/(2N;) if s; = 1, since T’ (1+ NT) = NT r (NT)
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We point out that, as a simple consequence of Theorem [[LT| we obtain an interior Lipschitz estimate in
the last variable:

Corollary 1.2. Let u : R"™ — R be a solution of Lu = f in By. Then

(8) 10z, ull oo (B, ) < C (I1f o (80) + [l Lo @m)),
for some C' > 0, depending on ay,...,am, S1,---,Sm—1, and Ny,..., Np_1.
As a matter of fact, when s; = --- = s, = 1, Corollary reduces to the classical Lipschitz regularity

theory as presented in [1].

We observe that the regularity results obtained in this paper can be also combined efficiently with other
results available in the literature, possibly leading to higher regularity results. To make a simple example
of this feature, we give the following result:

Corollary 1.3. Let s € (0,1), ay,...,ay,_1, a >0 and

(9) L, := a;(—Ax,)* — ad? .
i=1
Let f € L*(R"™) be Lipschitz continuous in By with respect to the variable z,,. Let u : R™ — R be a solution
of Lyu = f in Bl™* x R. Then
[ullov(s,0) < C (I fllzoe@n) + 10, Fllze sy + Nl @n),

where

l—e ifs>1/2
for some C' > 0, depending on ai,...,an, s, and Ny, ..., Ny_1 (with the caveat that when s > 1/2, one
can choose € arbitrarily in (0,1) and C will also depend on €).

2s if s < 1/2,
=2, sy

Another interesting consequence of Theorem [IT] is also the following rigidity result, valid when all the
fractional exponents are larger than 1/2:

Theorem 1.4. Let f:R™ — R. Assume that
o :=2min{sy,...,s,} —1>0.

Let u : R™ — R be a solution of Lu = f in the whole of R". Assume that f does not depend on the nth
coordinate and thafl

(10) [l Loe(r) = 0(R7)

as R — +oo.
Then u does not depend on the nth coordinate.

Remark 1.5. A simple, but interesting, consequence of Theorem [[.4]is that if (I0]) holds and f is identically
zero, then

Lau=0 in R4,
where we used the notation in (9). Therefore, if L, enjoys a Liouville property, then w is necessarily
constant.

This feature holds, in particular, when L, = (=02 )* + -+ + (=92 _ )%, see Theorem 2.1 in [6].

1

Remark 1.6. The observation in Remark also says that, if (I0) is satisfied and L, enjoys a Liouville
property, then the problem Lu = f possesses a unique solution, up to an additive constant.

4As customary, the notation in (I0) simply means that

u )
o _

R—+400 Ro 0.
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The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The proof of Theorem [L.T], based on the barrier method
of [1], is contained in Section 2l Then, in Section B} we combine our results with those of [6] and we prove
Corollary [L3l The proof of Theorem [[L4] which combines our result with a cutoff argument, is contained
in Section Ml

2. PROOF OF THEOREM [I.1]

2.1. A wuseful explicit barrier. We recall here a useful barrier. Here and in what follows we use the
standard “positive part” notation for any ¢t € R, i.e.

t+ := max{t,0}.
We will also exploit the notation in (II) and (Gl).
Lemma 2.1. Let s; € (0,1] and d; > 0. For any x = (X1,..., X;n_1,2,) € R" let
Da(2) = (2 — [X2)Y.
Then, for any x € R™ with X; € Bﬁl\f, we have that
(—Ax,) Py, (z) = 1.

Proof. The result is obvious for s; = 1 (recall the footnote on page B), hence we suppose s; € (0,1). We
let Wy, :=n; ' ®,4.(2) = (d? — | X;]?)5. By scaling variables z, := £, X, ; := % and (, == d%, we obtain that
. 2(d? — | XY — (& — |Xi +¢
8 Vale) = e [ ez

25 IN; 21 — [ X)) — (1= [ X + GIH)Y — (1 — [ X — Q)Y
CNj,s; di dz’ N;+2s; dC*
5 ]RNi dl i 81|X*7i|Ni+25i

E
d;’

= (—Ax,)"Vy(z.)

225 D(s; + 1) T (s + 3%)
rm

2

see for instance Table 3 of [3] for the last identity (here, we used the notation ¥y to denote ¥, when d; =
1). O
2.2. Completion of the proof of Theorem [I.1l. For any t € R, we defind]
(11) uF (2, t) = u(r £tie,) = u(zy, ..., Te 1,2, £1,).
Similarly, we define f*(z,t) :== f(x £t e,). Let also

v(z,t) ;== ut(x,t) —u (2,t) and g(x,t) = fT(x,t) — f(x,1).

We fix v € (0,a) (to be taken as close to a as we wish in what fallows). Recalling (Bl), we introduce the
operator

L, :=L+vd —vd}

ai(~Ax,)" — v (~02) - v

I
gt

(12)

3
L

= CI,Z'(—AXZ.)Si — (CL — u)@in — 1/83
1

7

5As a technical remark, we point out that the assumption that the operator is “local” in the last coordinate is used at this
point, since if t > 0 we have that u™ (z,t) = u(z+te,), and so, if we differentiate with respect to ¢ in the domain {t € (0,d,)},
we have that dyu™ (z,t) = 40, u(x + te,).
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Notice that L, is an operator with one variable more than L (namely, the new variable ¢ € R). We claim
that

(13) Lov=g

for any (z,t) € Q4% (0,d,,). To check (I3]), we first notice that if (x,t) € Q4% (0,d,,) then xtte, € Qun2,

and we know that Lu = f in the latter set. Also, since the (fractional) Laplacian is translation invariant,
+

(14) (~Ax) it = ((~Ax)"u)

for any ¢ € {1,...,m} and any (z,t) € Qg X (0,d,,) (notice that the variable ¢ plays the role of a fixed
parameter here). Moreover

+

(15) But = (aﬁnu)

for any (z,t) € Q4 x (0,dy,). In turn, we see that (I2)), (I4) and (IF) imply that
Lou* = (Lu)*

and thus, by linearity,
Low=Lw —u)=(Lut - (Lu) =fr—-f =g,
which establishes (I3]). Now we set

m—1

Coi= ;mdfsi + % = ; a2+ d2,

(16) m
and Ag = Z ;.-
i=1
Let also
Ay = Ao Az + |9l 2 @ux0.dm)) + (@ — V),
(17) where Ay = ol oy

min  (n;d*¥)
1eq{l,..., m}(n ’ )

We consider the barrier

@(I,t) = %él(t) + AQCI)Q(ZL',t)

. ty (dy, —t
= 2 2\8; (dgn - t2)+
and (1)2(I7t> = (I)Z(Xh cee 7Xm—17Xm7t> = Co — an(dz - ‘XZ| )-if - f
=1

Notice that ®; > 0 and also, by (I6l),

“ d
2s; m
@2200—;7’]idi —7—0.
Consequently,
(19) ® >0

Moreover, using the notation of Lemma 2.1, we see that

Oy(x,t) = ¢, — Z Uy () — Uy, (2).
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Therefore, making use of Lemma 2], we conclude that, for any (z,t) € Q4 X (0,d,,),

LO(x,t) = Y a(—Ax,)"®(x,t) + v02 O(x,t) — v} (1)

i=1

= A2 Z aiAg(—AXi)siq)g(ZL', t) + Agl/agnég(l’, t) — 1/8?(1)(:)3, t)

i=1
= —A ia-—A v+uv é+A
2 2 i 2 » 2
= —Ag Z a; + Al.
i=1
That is, recalling (I6) and (I7),
L®(z,t) = —As Ao + A1 = 9]l L=(@ux(0.d)) + (@ = V)

)
(20) > +g(x,t)+ (a —v) = £Lo(z, t) + (a — v),

for any (z,t) € Q4 x (0,d,,), where we used (I3)) in the last step.
Now we claim that

(21) ®(x,t) £ v(z,t) = 0 for any (z,t) € R™\ (Qq x (0,d,)).

To check this, we take (x,t) outside Qg x (0,d,,), and we distinguish three cases: either t < 0, or t > d,,,
orx € R"\ Qq.

First, when ¢ < 0, we have that ¢,
so v(z,0) = 0. Then +v(z,0) = 0
when t < 0.

Now, let us deal with the case in which ¢ > d,,. In this case (d?, — t*); = 0, hence, by (IJ),

= 0, so we use (II) to see that u™(z,0) = u(z) = v (2,0) and
< @(z,0) in this case, thanks to (I9) and this establishes (21))

(I)(LU, t) > A2(I)2(x7 t)

= A |c,— Zm (dzz - ‘Xz‘2)fﬁ]
i=1

> Ay |c, —Zmdisi]
L =1

A

2

> ||v]| oo @niry

> +u(z,t),

as desired. It remains to consider the case x € R™ \ 4. Under this circumstance, we have that there
exists i, € {1,...,m} such that | X; | > d;,. Accordingly

m

DE—IXP) = Y (@ - IXP)Y < Y d

=1 1<i<m 1<i<m
i#io i#io



8 ALBERTO FARINA AND ENRICO VALDINOCI

and so

(I)(:L', t) 2 A2q>2($a t)

d2
2 AQ Cop — Z Uid?si—Tm

1<i<m

itio
— A . d25i0
- 2/)710 io

||UHLoo(Rn+1)
+o(z,t),

which completes the proof of (21]).
Now we show that the inequality in (2I]) propagates inside Qg x (0, d,,), namely that

(22) O(x,t) £ v(x,t) > 0 for any (z,t) € R

The proof of ([22) is mostly Maximum Principle. The details are as follows. Suppose, by contradiction,
that (22)) were false. Then we set h := ® 4+ v. Notice that, since u is assumed to be continuous, so is h,
due to ([IIl), and then (2I)) would imply that

min  h=:p<0.
QdX(O,dm)

Let p := (Z,t) attaining the minimum of A, that is
(—00,0) 3 1 = h(p) < h(é),
for any £ € R**1. By (1)), we have that p lies in Qq x (0, d,,), hence, by ([20),
(23) L.h(p) =2 a—v >0.
On the other hand, recalling the notation in (2)), for any 7 € {1,...,m — 1} and any y € R™: we have that
2h(p) — h(p+y") — h(p —y") <0,

due to the minimality of p. Similarly (—8§j)h(ﬁ) < 0 for any 5 € {1,...,n}, as well as (—9?)h(p) < 0.
Therefore (—Ax,)* (p) <0, for any ¢ € {1,...,m}. Consequently, by (I2), we infer that L.h(p) < 0. The
latter inequality is in contradiction with (23)) and thus we have proved (22)).

By choosing the sign in (22]), we deduce that

(24) lv(z,t)] < ®(z,t) for any (z,t) € R,
Moreover, recalling (&) and (I6), for any ¢ € (0, d,,),

< (a2 -t
Oy(0,t) = ¢, — ;nid?sl — %
_ dy, (dy, - )
2 2
2
= 5
In addition,
Oy (t) < dmty,
therefore, by (), for any ¢ € (0, d,,),
Avdnt  Ast?
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This and (24]) imply that, for any ¢ € (0, d,,),
ulten) —ul=te,)| _ [u7(0,8) =u”(0,0)] _ [0(0,)] _ @(0,)

] - t ¢t
< Ardn Aot
v 2
_ Ao + 9ll @ux0any + (@ = )] dm Aot
v 2

Now we observe that the first term in the above inequality remains unchanged if we replace t with —¢, and
therefore the inequality is valid for any ¢ € (—d,,, d,,). Furthermore, we can now take v as close to a as
we wish (recall that Ag and As do not depend on v), hence we obtain that, for any t € (—d,,, dp,),

[utten) —u(=ten)] _ [AoAz+ |9lli=@ix0ann] dm | Ast

|t]*n = a 2
_ [AoAs + [lgll L (@ux (0,4 o Az dn
X a 2
o Ay A 1
_ gl @ux0imp <_o+_)
a a 2
_ lglz=@ax@any dm | [10llz=(@ntr) dm <a1+"‘+am 1)
= + . 2s; +5)-
a min  (7;d;*") a 2
ie{l,....,m}

This completes the proof of Theorem [I.1l

3. PROOF OF COROLLARY [L.3

The proof combines Corollary [L2 here with Theorem 1.1(a) in [6]. To this goal, fixed ¢ € [ 1o, o05]
(to be taken arbitrarily small in the sequel) we define

ulx + te,) — u(x x+te,) — f(x
(25) uy(x) = ( t) (z) and fy(x) := i t) f( )
By formula () in Corollary [[2 we already know that
(26) gl ooy < N0, ull Loy < C (1 fllLoen) + [ullLoon)-

Also, we point out that L,u; = f in Bgg 100, and so, using again Corollary [[.2]

||amnuﬂHL°°(Bg7/1oo) <C (HfﬁHLoo(ng/loo) + ||uﬂ||L°°(R"))'
This, combined with (26]), gives that

Oy te,) — Oy
wp [t £ t0) ~ 000
z€Bg7/100 t

< C (10z, fllzo(zy) + 1 f @) + lulle@n))-

= Ha:cnutiHLw(ngmo)

Hence, taking t to the limit,

(27) sup [0 u(z)| < C 10z, fllzoes) + 1f Iz @) + 1l @n)-
x€Bg7/100
Now, given i € {1,...,m—1} we consider the sphere SVi=! in the Euclidean space RYi (of course, if N; = 1,
then S™i=! reduces to two points).
We also set S"2 := {(21,...,Tp_1) 8.t. 22 +---+22_, = 1} and we observe that each S™i~! is naturally

immersed into S"2 (in the same way as RY~! is immersed into R™71).
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We denote by H; the (N; — 1)-dimensional Hausdorff measure restricted to SN~ (if N; = 1, we replace
it by the Dirac’s delta on the two points given by SYi~!). Then we consider the measure

W= mz i CNissi C;Vi’si H,;.

i=1

We fix z,, € [_Wlo’ Wlo} and we set

w(xy, .. 1) = u(w, .., Ty, Tp)
and f(l‘l, Ce ,In_1> = f(.ﬁ(fl, ey Tp_1, i’n) + a@inu(xl, ey Ip_1, i’n)
We use ([B]) and polar coordinates on RYi to see that, for any 7 = (z1,...,2,_1) € ng_/ioov

La(#) = /S [ /R (a(:z +0r) +a(7 — 0r) — 2@(:@)) V\CZ%} dyu(6)

- [/R (ﬁ(:f +0r) 4+ a(z — 6r) — 212(5:)) rldf%} dH;(0)

= ni;l a; s, /SN UO+OO (a(:z« +0r) + a(z — 0r) — 2ﬁ(5:)) rldf%] dH;(6)

= L.a(%) 4 ad? u(z, &)
= [(Z,&n) + ad? u(Z,i,)
= f(@).
Notice that, with this setting, the operator L satisfies formula (1.1) in [6].
Furthermore, we have that

(28) inf / lv- 0| du(0) = A,

VGS"*2 Sn—2
for some A > 0. To prove it, we observe that if v = (v1,..., v, 1) € S"2, we have that |v;| > (n — 1)7Y/2
for at least one j € {1,...,n — 1}. Up to relabeling variables, we assume that j = 1, and thus

aic 1,51 s
[ o) > 2 | du)

ai CN1,31 2s
— 0117 du(6
s [ P au)

which proves (28).
In addition,

m—1
Q; CN; s; L .
p(S ) <Y TNHN LN < fo0.
=1

From this and (28), we conclude that condition (1.2) in [6] is satisfied. Accordingly, we can exploit
Theorem 1.1(a) in [6] and conclude that

||'(~L||C,Y(B;/—41) < C (||1~L||L0<>(Rn) + ||f||Lw(BZ/;1))

< O (lullze@ny + [1f sy + 107, wll Lo (Byr j100) ) -
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This and (27)) imply that
Il gy < © (192, Fll o (Byy + 11 1l zoe @my + [l oo gen)) -

This gives the desired regularity in the set of variables (z1,...,2,_1). The regularity in the last variable
follows from (27) and so the proof of Corollary [[L3 is complete.

4. PROOF OF THEOREM [1.4]

4.1. A cutoff argument. The purpose of this section is to localize the estimate of Theorem [I.1] by using
a cutoff function. As customary in the fractional problems, regularity estimates cannot be completely
localized, due to nonlocal effect, nevertheless our objective is to give quantitative bounds on the contri-

bution “coming from infinity”. For this scope, we use the notation Sy, := min{sy, ..., s,} and Spax =
max{sy,...,S,} (a similar notation will also be exploited in the sequel for ap;, := min{ay,...,a,} and
Umax = max{ay,...,amn}).

Lemma 4.1. Let R > 1. If w vanishes identically in (—3R,3R)"™, then

oo fJw|| oo (B,,\B, )
| Ll () < Co / 2\Bosa)

1+25m1n
where
(29) Co:=2 Z aicn, s, HY (SN,

i=1
Proof. Let « € (—R, R). We claim that
| | . o fJwl L= (B,,\B
(30) (A ) ()] € 2o WISV i dp
2R

for each i € {1,...,m}. To prove this, we notice that if s; = 1 then the fact that w vanishes identically in

a neighborhood of  implies that —A x,w(z) = 0, and so (30]) is obvious in this case. Thus, we can suppose
that s; € (0,1), and we observe that, if y@ € [-2R, 2R then z+y" € (=3R,3R)" and so w(z+y®) = 0.
From this, it follows that

_ (4) —y® .
(31) (—AXi)Si'lU(ZL') _ CNi,si/ UJ(SL’ +y ) (SL’ Y ) dy(z).
RYNin{|y(®)|>2R} \y
Also, if |y¥| > 2R then |y®| > 2|z, thus
. . (%)
o 99 > [y — Jof > L]

and [z £yP| < 2]+ [y7] < 2y,

and so |w(z £ yD)| < ||w|l . 5 . As a consequence of this and of (BII), we obtain

21y @ VBl () 2)

W ||,
[(=Ax,)"w(@)| < 2N, / [l y,1\B02
RNin(yl>2R) Y

= 2c, HVT(SNY / i L AL

2R prrE
which proves ([B0). The desired claim then follows recalling (Bl) and adding up the estimate in (30). O

Corollary 4.2. Let R > 1. There exists ng € C*°(R™) such that

dy

(32) ng =1 1in (=3R,3R)", ng =0 in R"\ (—=6R,6R), and
+°° [wll oo (8,05
(33) 1L — L(ngu) | (- rry) < Co / - (LELDPN

with C, as in (29).
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Proof. Let n, € C*(R, [0,1]) with n, = 1 in (=1, 1) and 7, = 0 outside (—2,2). Let
I ()
LT A3R)

Then ng satisfies [B2). Also, if we set w := (1 — ng)u, we have from ([B2) that w = 0 in (-3R,3R)".
Thus, the estimate in ([33) follows by writing © — ngu = w, using the linearity of the operator L and
Lemma [£.1] U

By combining Theorem [[.Tland Corollary 4.2l we can obtain a refined estimate in which the “contribution
from infinity” in the right hand side of () is weighted “ring by ring”:
Theorem 4.3. Let R > 1 and f : Bg mp — R. Let u: R" — R be a solution of Lu = f in Bg mr. Then,
for any t € (~ 5 o).
lu(te,) — u(—te,)|

<C|R sup |f(x+te,) — flx —te,)|
2] (w.)€Brx(0,R)

R |ullz o) 0 J|ull Lo (B2,\B, )
* R2smin + R /2R p1+2smin - dp !

(34)

where C' > 0 here only depends on n, Syin, Smax, Gmin AN Qmax -

Proof. In this argument, we will take the freedom of renaming constants as we please, line after line, by
keeping the same name C'. Using the notation of Corollary A2 we define @ := ngu and, for any x € Bg /g,

f(x) := Lu(x). Let also § := Lii — Lu. By Corollary £.2]

i 0 |ull e (82,08, 2)
19l (- rmyry < € / Er—— 4
2R p
By construction f = f + §, therefore
sup |f(x +ten) — f(x — tey,)]
(w,t)E(—%,(s%)"X(O,(s%)
< sup |f(z+ten) — [z —ten)] + 2(|gll poc 2 _r_)m)
(x,t)e(—%,%)nx(o,%) 3vn 3vn

+o0o |4y
< s |f(wtte,) - flx —te, |+0/ | ||L1+§sz;\an/z> ”

(z,t)e Brx(0,R)

Notice also that & = u in (=R, R)" and @ = 0 outside Bgr. Thus, by applying Theorem [II] (here
with dy = - =d,, if) to the function @, for any t € (— %, %) we obtain that

lu(te,) —u(—te,)|  |u(te,) — a(—tey)|

2 t]
r s CR ﬁ oo (RN
<CR sup |f<x+ten)—f<x—ten>|+%
(@.0)€(~ 5om 5m) " X (0, 5ok i
oo fluf| poe CR||ul||p~
<SCR  sup  |flz+te)) — f(z—tey)|+CR Il Bo\Bya) OB llieoon)
142s RQS
(J?,t)EBRX(O7R) 2R p min min

as desired. (]
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4.2. Completion of the proof of Theorem [I.4l. Using L’Hopital’s Rule, we see that

/+°° [l oo (Bo,\B, 2) i [ull oo (Bar\Br)

+oo u oo 1425 min 2 14+2smin

lim R/ Iz (B2 \By2) dp= lim 22B p = lim (2R) =0,
R—+o00 oR p1+2smin R—+00 R R—+00 R—2

. Bl sn)
and Rgl}-loo 2o
thanks to ([I0). So, we can use Theorem 3] and pass formula (34]) to the limit as R — +o00, and obtain
that

=0,

lu(te,) — u(—te,)|
2]
for any fixed ¢ € R. This says that u(te,) = u(—te,) for any t € R
Since the problem is translation invariant, we can apply the argument above in the neighborhood of any
point, so we obtain that

(35) u(p + ten) = U(p - ten)
for any p € R” and any t € R

Now take any point # € R" and any p € R. We take p := o + £ and t := £. Notice that p —te, =z
and p + te, = = + pe,, therefore ([BH) implies that u(xz) = u(x + pe,), which completes the proof of

Theorem [T.4.

=0,
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