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1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�RI�5HVHDUFK��,QVWLWXWH�RI�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�6FLHQFHV
IUDQFHVFD�EXVFHPL#FQU�LW

archaEoloGical landScaPES in South-EaStErn Sicily:
thE caSE StudiES of San lorEnzo and calicantonE

'H¿QLQJ�/DQGVFDSH�V�1

/DQGVFDSH��JHU��/DQGVFKDIW��IU��SD\VDJH��LW��3DHVDJJLR��SRO��.UDMREUD]��LV�D�
FRPSOH[�FRQFHSW�LQ�LWVHOI��¿OOHG�ZLWK�D�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�PHDQLQJV�DQG�LQWHUSUHWD-
WLRQV��,Q�HYHU\GD\�ODQJXDJH��LW�GHQRWHV�D�³ODUJH�DUHD�RI�D�FRXQWU\VLGH�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
relation to its appearance”, or “the characteristic features of an area of activity” 
�H�J��SROLWLFDO�ODQGVFDSH���&DPEULGJH�'LFWLRQDU\��2[IRUG�'LFWLRQDU\���EXW�VWDUWLQJ�
IURP�WKH�SKHQRPHQRORJLFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH��ZKDW�FDQ�EH�VHHQ���VSHFLDOL]HG�PHDQ-
LQJV�RI�WKH�VDPH�ZRUG�KDYH�DULVHQ�LQ�VFLHQWL¿F�ODQJXDJH��

In the XIX century, the geography of Landscape (Landschaftskunde) was 
WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�SK\VLFDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�D�UHJLRQ��L�H���ZKDW�ZDV�YLVLEOH���ZKHUH-
DV�6��3DVVDUJH�, conceived it as synthesis between human and natural geography���
7KH�WHUP�ZDV�ODWHU�XVHG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�HFRORJ\��KLVWRU\��DUFKDHRORJ\�DQG�DUFKL-
tecture, but with different nuances depending on whether emphasis was set on 
WKH�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW�RU�RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�LPSDFW��7KHUHIRUH��1DWXUDO�/DQGVFDSH�
or simply Landscape (natural environment) became the counterpart to Cultural 
Landscape, or landscape (human impact) ���7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�HOHPHQW�
ZDV�VWUHVVHG�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ�/DQGVFDSH�&RQYHQWLRQ�VLJQHG�LQ�)ORUHQFH�LQ�������
GH¿QLQJ� ODQGVFDSH�DV�³DQ�DUHD��DV�SHUFHLYHG�E\�SHRSOH��ZKRVH�FKDUDFWHU� LV� WKH�
UHVXOW�RI�WKH�DFWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RI�QDWXUDO�DQG�RU�KXPDQ�IDFWRUV´��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�(/&��REMHFWLYH��JHRORJ\��IDXQD��ÀRUD��DQG�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�VXEMHFWLYH�HOHPHQWV�
�SHUFHSWLRQ�� DUH� LQWHUWZLQHG� VXFK� WKDW� D� ODQGVFDSH� FDQQRW� H[LVW� LQGHSHQGHQWO\�
IURP�SHRSOH�ZKR�SHUFHLYH�LW��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�IRU�KDELWDWV���

6LQFH�WKH���¶V��WKLV�FRQFHSW�KDV�EHHQ�DGDSWHG�WR�GLIIHUHQW�SK\VLFDO�DQG�SV\-
FKRORJLFDO�FRQWH[WV��ZLWK�WKH�FRLQLQJ�RI�GHULYDWLYHV�VXFK�DV�VHDVFDSHV�, islescape�, 

�� )��%XVFHPL� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU�SDUDJUDSK��� DQG��� �6DQ�/RUHQ]R���0��)LJXHUD� IRU�SDUDJUDSK���
�&DOLFDQWRQH��
�� PaSSarGE������
�� hallair������
�� GoSdEn, hEad�������arnaud����������
�� GoSdEn, PaVlidES�����; BriGGS, whitE������
�� PEil������
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islandscapes��� SRZHUVFDSH�� DQG� H[SUHVVLRQV� VXFK� DV� ODQGVFDSHV� RI�PHPRU\� or 
ODQGVFDSHV�RI�SRZHU�

,Q� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� DUFKDHRORJ\�� WKH� ³/DQGVFDSH� DSSURDFK´� GHYHORSHG� LQ� WKH�
��¶V��RQ�WKH�KHHOV�RI�WKH�HFRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK�RI�*��&ODUNH�DQG�WKH�GDZQ�RI�1HZ�
$UFKDHRORJ\�� LQWR� VFLHQWL¿F� PHWKRGV� RI� UHFRQVWUXFWLQJ� SDVW� HQYLURQPHQWV� DQG� 
natural resources as backgrounds for human activities 9, creating an almost inde-
pendent branch of archaeology with its own methods and tools, especially after 
the introduction of various innovations from remote sensing to georeferencing 
DQG�*,6��%XW� HYHQ� LQ� WKLV� FDVH�� WKH� SRVLWLYLVWLF� DSSURDFK� RI� WKH� ��¶V� DQG� ��¶V�
was biased, with the emergence of post-processual archaeology, by an interest 
in human perception: landscapes became constructed landscape, conceptualized 
landscape, and ideational landscapes ���

$�JRRG�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�SUHVHQWHG�E\�&LYDQWRV��������
�����ZKR�LGHQWL¿HV�WKUHH�HOHPHQWV�VKDSLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�
DQG� FRQVHTXHQWO\� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� UHVHDUFK�� ��� WKH� SK\VLFDO� HQYLURQPHQW�� ��� WKH�
VRFLDO�HQYLURQPHQW�����WKH�V\PEROLF��RU�SHUFHLYHG�VSDFH��7R�WKLV��ZH�FDQ�DGG�D�
fourth dimension involving the notion of archaeological landscape concerning ar-
chaeological evidence as one of the main constituents of contemporary landscape, 
which we labeled Landscape of archaeology ����:KLOH�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�&XOWXUDO�+HU-
itage and representing a principal concern for architects dealing with landscape 
planning, the archaeology of Landscape and the Landscape of archaeology can 
prove to be powerful tools for the understanding of both past and present cultures, 
DQG�IRU�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDVW��)URP�WKLV�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��/DQGVFDSH�SUR-
vides a bridge between the past and the present, as was highlighted in a workshop 
KHOG�LQ������LQ�&UHWH�DQG�6LFLO\����

Starting from these premises, we would like to present two case studies 
from south-eastern Sicily where the landscape approach has been applied, more 
from the symbolic perspective of the perception of landscape than the reconstruc-
WLRQ�RI�SDVW�HQYLURQPHQWV�

San Lorenzo Vecchio: from periphery to center
7KH� ¿UVW� FDVH� LV� UHSUHVHQWHG� E\� WKH� 6DQ� /RUHQ]R�9HFFKLR� FRPSOH[� QHDU�

3DFKLQR� �)LJ�� ����7RGD\� D� SULYDWH� SURSHUW\�� WKLV� W\SLFDO� (DUO\�0RGHUQ� 6LFLOLDQ�

�� BroodBank������
�� (�J��Schama�������mauS������
9  For a review: camBi, tErrEnato�������BarkEr, mattinGly������
����aShmorE, knaPP������
����militEllo������������
����militEllo, PanaGiotoPouloS������
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farmhouse (Masseria) consists of four parts encircling a large courtyard ()LJ���)��
It goes back to the end of the XVI Century and is located along the road connect-
LQJ�1RWR�ZLWK�3DFKLQR��LQ�D�UXUDO�ODQGVFDSH��RQO\���NP�IURP�WKH�VHD��DQG�LQ�WKH�
nearby of the natural reserve of Vendicari, which was an important harbour site in 
the Byzantine and Early Medieval period���

What we see today includes, however, remains of ancient ruins belonging 
to the Greek and Early Medieval periods, already recognized by Paolo Orsi�� and 
Luigi Agnello��, and recently revisited for the medieval phases, by Giglio�� and 
Margani��, and for both phases by Buscemi���

7KH�ROGHVW�QXFOHXV�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�EXLOGLQJ�ZLWK�DVKODU�ZDOOV�
set along regular rows that are still visible in the northern wall of the farmhouse, 
clearly belonging to the Greek period ����)LJ������7KDQNV�DOVR�WR�IXUWKHU�UHPDLQV�
within the farm, an elongated building can be reconstructed, divided in two sec-
WLRQV��ZKLFK�ZDV�SUREDEO\�D�WHPSOH�GDWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�9�DQG�WKH�,9�&HQWXU\�%�&��
,W�LV�SHUKDSV�WR�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�D�WHPSOH�RI�$SROOR��PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�VRXUFHV��
The Carthaginians halted their march against Syracuse not far from this temple in 
����%�&��EHFDXVH�RI�D�SODJXH�ZKLFK�KLW�WKH�DUP\��ZKLFK�WKH�6\UDFXVDQV�DWWULEXWHG�
WR�WKH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�RI�$SROOR���7KH�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�VWLOO�H[LVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�5RPDQ�SHULRG��
if the interpretation is accepted of our building with the statio Apollinis�TXRWHG�LQ�
the Itinerarium per maritima loca of the Itinerarium Antonini��,9�FHQWXU\�$�'�����

/DWHU��LQ�WKH�9,,�9,,,�FHQWXU\�$�'��WKH�WHPSOH�ZDV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�D�&KULVWLDQ�
FRPSOH[� FRQVLVWLQJ� RI� D� UHFWDQJXODU� EXLOGLQJ� �D�PRQDVWHU\�� LQ� WKH� DUHD� RI� WKH�
temple, and a Trichora church to the west, linked together by a rectangular room 
�5RRP�$����7KLV�FKXUFK�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�D�Martyrium��L�H��D�FKXUFK�EXLOW�RYHU�WKH�
tomb of a saint, since the Sicilian topographer Tommaso Fazello, in the XVI cen-
WXU\�$�'���GHVFULEHG�D�FU\SW��WRGD\�QRW�YLVLEOH��(OHFWURPDJQHWLF�VXUYH\V�PDGH�E\�
WKH�3$1�RI�%UHVODZ�LQ������LGHQWL¿HG�D�FDYLW\�MXVW�EHQHDWK�WKH�FKXUFK��1RW�RQO\�
WKH�SODQ��EXW�DOVR�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�WHFKQLTXH��XVLQJ�DVKODU�PDVRQU\�DOVR�LQ�WKH�YDXOW��
DQG�GHFRUDWLYH�GHWDLOV��VXJJHVW�D�GDWH�WR�WKH�9,,�9,,,�FHQWXU\�$�'��(YHQ�LI�ZH�DUH�
not aware about the life continuity of the Monasterium�RI�6��/RUHQ]R��WKH�FKXUFK�
continued to be used probably also through the Islamic period until the Modern 
(UD����������

����arcifa������
����orSi������
����aGnEllo������
����GiGlio������������������������
����marGani�����a���������marGani�����B�
����BuScEmi������������
����BuScEmi������
����BuScEmi������
����BuScEmi����������
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7KH�ODQGVFDSH�GDWD�LV�FUXFLDO�IRU�WKH�PRQXPHQWDO�FRPSOH[�GXULQJ�DOO�WKLV�
ORQJXH�GXUpH��WHPSOH��FKXUFK��PRQDVWHU\�DQG�IDUPVWHDG�DSSHDU�DV�D�W\SLFDO�H[DP-
ples of how the same spot can be linked to the surrounding territory in a different 
ZD\��FUHDWLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�ODQGDVFDSHV��DQG�WHOOLQJ�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�VWRULHV�

In this perspective, particularly prominent is the relationship between the 
EXLOGLQJ�DQG�WKH�DQFLHQW�YLDELOLW\��7KH�FRPSOH[�LV�VHWWOHG�RQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�HGJH�RI�
a swampy plain, along the prosecution towards the South of the Greek Via Elori-
na����MRLQWLQJ�6\UDFXVH�ZLWK�+HORUXV��WKDW�VXUYLYHG�XQWLO�WKH�6YHYLDQ�SHULRG��;,,,�
FHQW��$�'���DV�magna via di Respensa and today overlayed by the modern road SP 
����,Q�IDFW��WKH�&ODVVLFDO�DQG�/DWH�&ODVVLFDO�SHULRG��WKH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHPSOH��VHW�
DW�WKH�ERUGHU�RI�WKH�WHUULWRU\�RI�6\UDFXVH��ZDV�WKDW�RI�D�IURQWLHU�VDQFWXDU\��GH¿QLQJ�
and symbolically protecting the limits of the territory of Syracuse against the Ca-
PDULQD�DUHD��7KH�EXLOGLQJ��ZHOO�YLVLEOH�DW�D�GLVWDQFH�LQ�WKH�SODLQ��VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
SHUFHLYHG�DV�D�SDVVDJH�EHWZHHQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�UHDOPV�

After a long hiatus in our knowledge about the temple, a physical change 
of the landscape in the surroundings, with the cover-up of important port of Ven-
GLFDUL��MXVW�RQ�WKH�1RUWK��GHWHUPLQHG�D�FULVLV�RI�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�VHWWOHPHQW��D�GURS�
GRZQ�PRYHPHQW�RI�FRPPHUFLDO�WUDI¿F�WRZDUGV�WKH�6RXWK��DQG�D�IXQFWLRQDO�DQG�
VWUDWHJLF�FKDQJH�RI�WKH�VLWH�RI�6��/RUHQ]R��ZKHUH�D�trichora very similar to the pre-
YLRXV�RQH�LQ�9HQGLFDUL�ZDV�EXLOW�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�PRQDVWHU\��,WV�FHQWUDO�UROH�LQ�WKH�
christianization of South-Western Sicily was supported by the already mentioned 
URDG�D[LV��,Q�IDFW��DV�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�$IULFDQ�FRQWH[W��WKH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�FRPSOH[�H[-
ploited a variety of activities, including administration, hospitality (xenodochi-
um), charity and so on, in a similar way to other buildings in South Eastern Sicily 
�6��3DQFUDWL�DW�,VSLFD��6��3LHWUR�GH�7UHPLOLR�RU�DG�%DLDV�DW�6LUDFXVD��FKLHVD�GL�FWU��
Pirrone at Licodia Eubea), possibly in connection with the arise of a rural village 
GHYRWHG�WR�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�WKH�PRQDVWHU\�

The church of San Lorenzo is still mentioned in the XVI century by Fazello, 
and at the end of the XVIII century in the inventory of damaged buildings by the 
HDUWKTXDNH�RI������

With the construction of the XVI century farmhouse San Lorenzo becomes 
one of the centre of administration of a large estate still belonging to the late feu-
GDO�V\VWHP�RI�6LFLO\�

Calicantone: a ritual landscape
The site of Calicantone is located in the Hyblaean Area, on the western edge 

����arcifa������
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of one of its characteristic gorges, called Cava d’Ispica, N/W-S/E between the 
PRGHUQ�WRZQV�RI�0RGLFD�DQG�,VSLFD��SURYLQFH�RI�5DJXVD��

&DOLFDQWRQH� LV� DQ�(%$� VLWH� EHORQJLQJ� WR� WKH�&DVWHOOXFFLR� FXOWXUH� ������
�����%&��� ,W�ZDV� H[FDYDWHG� LQ� UHFHQW� \HDUV� ������������ E\� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
&DWDQLD� DQG� WKH� 6XSHULQWHQGHQFH� RI�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH� RI�5DJXVD��7KH� LQYHVWL-
gations focused on the already know Early Bronze Age�� necropolis, which was 
ODWHU�UHXVHG�LQ�WKH�0HGLHYDO�3HULRG��,W�H[WHQGV�RYHU�D����[����P�DUHD�DORQJ�WKH�
calcareous rock face of the gorge, characterized by several ledges, and consists of 
���URFN�FXW�FKDPEHU�WRPEV��)LJ�������

On the top of the hill there is the area covered by the corresponding village, 
DOUHDG\�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�µ��HV��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�GHVWUR\HG�E\�PRGHUQ�EXLOGLQJ�
activities���

Between the village and the necropolis, a freestanding Bronze Age hut has 
EHHQ�H[FDYDWHG����,W�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WZR�DUFKLWHFWRQLF�SKDVHV�RI�WKH�
building����ZKLFK� LQ� LWV�¿QDO�SHULRG�KDG�DQ�HORQJDWHG� VKDSH� �����î����P��ZLWK�
DSVLGDO�HQGLQJV��)LJ�����

Even if the Calicantone settlement is comparable with other BA Sicilian 
settlements����VRPH�SHFXOLDU�DVSHFWV�UHQGHU�LW�XQLTXH��VXFK�DV�FHUWDLQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
features and the funerary function of the hut����,W�ZDV�HLWKHU�GHOLEHUDWHO\�GHVWUR\HG�
E\�KXPDQ�DFWLRQ�RU�OHYHOOHG�LQ�DQ�HDUWKTXDNH��, sealed the furniture under a layer 
of earth and stones and provoking several deaths��, as evidenced by tell-tale signs 
in the skeletons����2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��RQH�VNHOHWRQ�RI�D�EDE\�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�KXW�
GLIIHUHG�IURP�WKH�RWKHUV��OD\LQJ�VXSLQH�LQ�D�UHODWLYHO\�WLG\�DUUDQJHPHQW�

The evidence points clearly to the performance of a communal ritual asso-
ciated with the preparation of the body for burial, theory further supported by the 
near shallow basin made of coarse lime plaster material, suggesting that it con-
WDLQHG�D�OLTXLG�RWKHU�WKDQ�ZDWHU���

��� 7KH�&���DQDO\VLV��OHG�E\�3URI��0DUHN�.UąSLHF��/DE��RI�*HRORJ\�DQG�RQ�+XPDQ�%RQHV�*HRSK\V-
LFV�RI�&UDFRZ��LQGLFDWHG�D�FKURQRORJLFDO�UDQJH�EHWZHHQ������DQG������%&������±�����FDO��BP 
�ı��
����PiconE�������������rizzonE, Sammito���������±�������������±�������������±���
����PiconE�������rizzonE, Sammito�������militEllo et al������E������
����militEllo, Sammito�������������������militEllo�������militEllo et al������a������B�
��� militEllo et al.�����B�����±����
��� For the Sicilian comparisons see militEllo et al������E�����±����
��� militEllo et al.�����E�����±���������
��� 7KLV�HYHQW�LV�GDWHG�WR�WKH�¿QDO�SKDVH�RI�WKH�(%$���������&DO��%&������±�����FDO��%3��ı���
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&���DQDO\VLV�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�KXPDQ�ERQH�VDPSOHV�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�KXW��FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKH�
SRWWHU\�FKURQRORJ\�
��� $W�OHDVW����VNHOHWRQV�ZHUH�XQHDUWKHG�LQVLGH��militEllo et al.�����B�����±����
����militEllo et al.�����B������
����militEllo et al.�����B�������¿J���������±���������
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These new discoveries provide a more complete picture of the EBA settle-
ment, providing an insight in a “funerary landscape” and a deeper understanding 
of how the physical characteristics of the landscape would have shaped the rela-
tionship between the realm of the living and that of the dead���

In this research a key role has been played by digital tools in archaeolog-
LFDO�VXUYH\LQJ�DQG�GLJJLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ��
Digital research activities were carefully planned in order to manage several com-
SOH[LWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�YDULRXV�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�HYLGHQFH��HDFK�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�GRFX-
PHQWDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV���

The geomorphology of Calicantone is particularly relevant for the study 
RI� WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�G\QDPLFV�DQG� LWV� IXQHUDU\�SUDFWLFHV��$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI� WKH� ULWXDO�
landscape has been attempted, identifying a space divided into two different areas 
�)LJ�����

7KH�¿UVW�RQH�FRQVLVWV�RI�WKH�QHFURSROLV��ZKHUH�WKH�GDWD�DQDO\VHG�LQ�WKH�*,6�
SODWIRUP�FRQ¿UPHG�FHUWDLQ�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�VSDWLDO�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKH�WRPEV��VXFK�
DV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�IRUP�DW�OHDVW����FOXVWHUV��RI�EHWZHHQ���DQG����WRPEV���, prob-
ably correspond with different social groups based on parental or clan relation-
ships����$� VWXG\� DQG�PDSSLQJ� RI� WKH� FOXVWHUV� GHULYHG� IURP� VSHFL¿F� UHVHDUFK� LV�
forthcoming��, for now, it is possible to underline that in some cases a single clus-
ter of tombs occupied a single ledge, while in other cases several clusters resided 
RQ�WKH�VDPH�OHGJH��)LJ������6RPH�FRXUW\DUGV�DUH�ZLGHU��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�
XVHG�E\�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH��LQ�DQ\�FDVH�QR�PRUH�WKDQ����DQG�WKHUH�LV�RIWHQ�DQ�LQYHUVH�
relationship between elaborate façades and the very narrow courtyard areas in 
IURQW�RI�WKHP�XVHG��DV�RSSRVHG��E\�LQGLYLGXDOV�

Even if internal paths and steps carved into the rock connect the groups of 
tombs, the general impression is that interconnection was not the principal aim 
RI�WKH�QHFURSROLV�OD\HU��'XH�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�HYLGHQFH�UHJDUGLQJ�KRZ�
these courtyards were used, we cannot specify whether they were reserved for 
ritual activities, probably associated with commemorating the dead, or simply for 
SUDFWLFDO�DVSHFWV�RI�EXULDO�

The second ritual area relates to the hut, which laid directly between the vil-
ODJH�DQG�WKH�QHFURSROLV�DQG�KHOG�D�FUXFLDO�UROH�LQ�IXQHUDU\�DFWLYLWLHV��7KH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
VXUYH\�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�DQ\�QDWXUDO�RU�DUWL¿FLDO�HOHPHQWV�VHSDUDWLQJ�WKH�
necropolis from the settlement and the digital analyses revealed that the village and 
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the necropolis were not visible to each other, while the hut formed a clear reference 
point within the settlement system, as it was visible from both the village and from 
SDUWV�RI�WKH�QHFURSROLV��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�DUHD�ZKHUH�WKH�KXW�ZDV�EXLOW�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�
perceived as a border or demarcation zone between life and death���

In order to make the results of our research understandable to the wider pub-
lic, a virtual reconstruction of the landscape was developed by the research group 
RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DWDQLD�DQG�WKH�&15�,63&�RI�&DWDQLD��, which includes a 
UHQGHULQJ�RI�WKH�KXW�SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�JHRUHIHUHQFHG��'�PRGHO�RI�WKH�VLWH��)LJ��
����7KH�DQLPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLUWXDO�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�VKRZV�D�VXSSRVHG�URXWH�EHWZHHQ�
OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��IURP�WKH�KXW�WR�WKH�WRPEV��7KH�ULWXDO�LWLQHUDU\�EHJLQV�LQ�WKH�KXW��
where funerary activities such as the preparation of the body for the burial were 
SHUIRUPHG��7KHQ��WKH�SURFHVVLRQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�WKH�XQEXLOW�VSDFH�VHSDUDWLQJ�WKH�KXW�
from the main necropolis area, where all the funeral participants would have once 
JDWKHUHG��)URP�WKHUH��D�URXWH�OHDGV�WR�WKH�QHFURSROLV�WKURXJK�VWLOO�H[LVWHQW�SDWKV�
DQG�VWHSV�FDUYHG�LQWR�WKH�URFN��:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�RQO\�D�IHZ�RI�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
HDUOLHU�ULWXDO�DFWLYLWLHV�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�HQWLUH�MRXUQH\�LQWR�WKH�QHFURSROLV��LQ�IDFW��
as already mentioned, the courtyards in front of the tombs would have hosted no 
PRUH�WKDQ���SHRSOH��6R��WKH�DFWXDO�EXULDO�ZDV�QRW�DWWHQGHG�E\�WKH�ZKROH�FRPPXQL-
ty, whose presence would have been limited to the rituals performed in, or around, 
WKH�KXW�

Therefore, our reconstruction of this ancient funerary landscape proposes 
WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�D�SRVVLEOH�SDWK�OLQNLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ��WKH�VHWWOHPHQW��
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�WKH�GHDG��WKH�QHFURSROLV���WKURXJK�DQ�LQWHUPHGLDWH�DUHD��WKH�KXW��
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Abstract
archaEoloGical landScaPES in South-EaStErn Sicily:

thE caSE StudiES of San lorEnzo and calicantonE

As a multi-layered concept, landscape archaeology can refer to different ap-
proaches, now aiming at reconstructing past environment, now to reconstruct its 
V\PEROLF�PHDQLQJ�DQG�LWV�SHUFHSWLRQ��,Q�RXU�SDSHU�ZH�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�ODVW�DVSHFW�
WKURXJK�WZR�FDVH�VWXGLHV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�HDVWHUQ�6LFLO\��WKH�VWUDWL¿HG�FRP-
SOH[�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�9HFFKLR�QHDU�3DFKLQR��DQG�WKH�%URQ]H�$JH�VLWH�RI�&DOLFDQ-
WRQH��0RGLFD��7KH�¿UVW�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�DV�D�SDUDGLJP�RI�KRZ�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�VDPH�
area within the landscape can change along the centuries, the second as a way to 
UHFRQVWUXFW�D�IXQHUDU\�ODQGVFDSH�RI�WKH�SDVW�
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