| media
mbat on

How to design a so
campaign on liukilok to
antisemitism

Guidelines and recomendations

Stefania Manca, Eszter Susan,
Ildiko Barna, Daphne Sarah Zelnick

RRRRRRRRRRRR
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII




First edition published in 2024

© 2024, “Implicit antisemitism, cultural stereotypes and new antisemitism: Laying the
foundations of social media campaigns addressed to the younger generation to counter
antisemitism” project

This publication was made possible through the financial support of the European Practitioners
Network Against Antisemitism (EPNA), https://against-antisemitism.eu/

@ % Federal Foreign Office

EUROPEAN
PRACTITIOMERS NETWORK
AGAINST ANTISEMITISM

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of EPNA, nor do they bind the organisations that participated in the
study.

Allrights reserved. This publication is available in Open Access under the Attribution ShareAlike
3.01GO (CC-BY-NC-ND 3.0 IGO) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
igo/).

[@ole

Any reproduction should be accompanied by an acknowledgement of the “Implicit antisemitism,
cultural stereotypes and new antisemitism: Laying the foundations of social media campaigns
addressed to the younger generation to counter antisemitism” project as the source.

Graphic design and layout: Antonio Raga


https://against-antisemitism.eu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/igo/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/igo/

Acknowledgments

Authors of this publication are Stefania Manca (Institute of Educational Technology, Italian
National Research Council), Eszter Susan (Tom Lantos Institute), Ildiké Barna (ELTE, Research
Center for Computational Social Sciences), Daphne Sarah Zelnick (Collaborator for work at
Union of Young ltalian Jews-UGEI).

The authors would like to thank Prof. Silvia Guetta (University of Florence) and Dr. Gadi Luzzatto
Voghera (Fondazione Centro di Documentazione Ebraica Contemporanea, CDEC) for their
invaluable contribution in the conceptualization of the Italian context.

We are also grateful to Anna-Maria Bird, David Gaspar and Natalia Pados from the Tom Lantos
Institute and Marton Gosztonyi (ELTE Institute for Art Theory and Media Studies) for their help in
conceptualising and editing the guide.




Executive summary

Antisemitism has persisted across historical
periods and geographical regions, manifesting
itself in different forms, from ancient prejudices
to modern online hate speech. Today, Jewish
communitiesfaceongoingchallenges,including
arecentspikeinantisemiticincidentsworldwide.
Following the events of 7 October, there has
beenasignificantincreaseinantisemiticrhetoric,
fuelled by misinformation and conspiracy
theories. Social media platforms, particularly
TikTok, play a crucial role in both spreading
and countering hate. This report highlights the
importanceofusingtechnologyandsocialmedia
to counter antisemitism, and highlights TikTok
as a powerful platform to promote tolerance
and inclusivity through educational campaigns.

TikTok was chosen as the platform for
developing a social media campaign to
combat antisemitism because of its vast global
reach and unique ability to engage younger
audiences. With over one billion active users,
TikTok’s algorithm-driven content distribution
allows messages to spread quickly and widely,
making it a powerful tool for raising awareness
and promoting education. The platform’s
multimedia format, which combines short
videos with music, text and creative visuals,
enables the delivery of compelling, relatable
content that can engage users emotionally
and intellectually. TikTok’s influence on trends
and viral challenges also makes it an ideal
platform to spread positive messages, counter
antisemitic narratives and promote tolerance
and inclusivity in an accessible and impactful
way.

Antisemitism is a global issue that affects
Jewish communities differently in different
countries, depending on the historical context
andtheroleof politicsinthe persecution of Jews.
Recent studies highlight the persistence of
antisemitic attitudes in Europe, particularly in
Eastern Europe. While ltaly has relatively low
levels of antisemitism, recent trends indicate
anincrease in incidents related to anti-Zionism.
This report focuses on how tailored social
media campaigns can address region-specific
antisemitic narratives, with case studies on
Italy, Hungary and the Visegrad countries, and
provides practical guidance on using TikTok
to combat antisemitism through targeted,
educational content.

In orderto design and implement an effective
social media campaign to combat antisemitism,
it is crucial to first define clear objectives and
craft key messages. An essential element is
choosing the right communication approaches,
which caninclude strategies such as debunking
myths, counter-speech, deconstructing and
reframing antisemitic narratives, using personal
stories, partnerships with influencers, and even
humour and dialogue. The report also provides
specific guidance for campaigns targeting
Holocaust distortion and anti-Zionism. It
also provides technical recommendations
on how to effectively use TikTok’s unique
features and communication tools. The study
is complemented by a list of resources and
detailed studies in the annexes.
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1. Introduction

Antisemitism has manifested in a multitude
of forms across various historical periods
and geographical regions. This enduring
phenomenon reflects the historical persistence
and adaptability of antisemitic attitudes:
from the ancient prejudices that have been
documented throughout history to the modern-
day manifestations of antisemitism in the
form of online hate speech. Over time, Jewish
communities have faced continued challenges
and threats to their security and identity,
whether through overt violence, discriminatory
legislation or more subtle forms of social
exclusion. Understanding this historical and
geographical persistence is crucial to
identifying and combating antisemitism in all
its contemporary forms, and to ensuring that
efforts to promote tolerance and inclusiveness
are both informed and effective.

Antisemitism has recently experienced a
disturbing resurgence, particularly following
the events of Hamas’ terror attack on October 7,
2023 (Jikeli, 2023). This date marks a significant
escalation in hostilities and conflict, resulting
in a global ripple effect that has amplified
antisemitic rhetoric and actions. According
to the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), there
has been an unprecedented rise in antisemitic
incidents worldwide, with the US experiencing
a 360% increase in such incidents in the three
months following Hamas’ terror attack?. Similar

! https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/us-
antisemitic-incidents-skyrocketed-360-aftermath-
attack-israel-according?Anti-Defamation+League and
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rpaRPo7Jalu6éwuayjFN2
4bvSYKLPNnQwp/view

trends were reported by several countries?. In
its Annual Antisemitism Worldwide Report for
2023, the Tel Aviv University and the ADL have
identified a significant increase in antisemitic
incidents in Western countries, with notable
spikes in France, the UK, Germany, and
Australia. However, the first nine months of
2023, before the outbreak of hostilities, also
show a comparatively high rate of incidents
in the majority of countries with significant
Jewish populations, including the US, France,
the UK, Australia, Italy, Brazil, and Mexico3.
A recent ADL report entitled “Top 5 Global
Antisemitic Trends Since October 7"*examines
the rise in antisemitism worldwide following
the events of 7 October. It identifies key trends,
including the rise of conspiracy theories,
violent antisemitic rhetoric, and Holocaust
distortion. The report highlights the spread
of online hate targeting Jewish communities
and the exploitation of current conflicts to fuel
antisemitic propaganda. ADL underscores the
urgent need for governments and technology
companies to address and combat these
growing antisemitic threats.

The spread of misinformation and hate
speech online has exacerbated the problem,
making it more important than ever to address
and combat these harmful narratives. Social

2 https://www.wzo.org.il/department/combatting-
antisemitism/1174/en

3 https:/fenglish.tau.ac.il/news/antisemitism-
report-2024 and https://notoleranceforantisemitism.
adl.org/resources/report/audit-antisemitic-
incidents-2023

4 https://www.adl.org/resources/report/top-5-global-
antisemitic-trends-october-7-one-year-impact-report
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media platforms and other online forums
have become breeding grounds for antisemitic
rhetoric, with false information and conspiracy
theories about Jewish people and communities
spreading rapidly (Becker et al., 2024,
Hubscher & von Merin, 2022). Arecent analysis
by Fighting Online Antisemitism (FOA) and the
World Zionist Organization® reports a sharp
increase in support for terrorist activity and
incitement to violence against Jews on the
major social media platforms since October 7.
Key findings reveal a 400% surge in calls for
terrorism and violence targeting Jews, a shift
in content with 18% of all antisemitic material
now advocating physical harm (up from 4.5%),
and a growing trend of using “Zionists” as a
substitute for “Jews” or “Israel” in antisemitic
discourse.

5 https://foantisemitism.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/03/2023-Annual-Report.pdf

The phenomenon of antisemitism on
social media can be understood as a multi-
layered process of dehumanisation of Jews on
algorithmically curated platforms, including X
(formerly Twitter), YouTube, TikTok, Instagram,
Linkedln and Facebook. Antisemitic hatred
is manifest on social media in a variety of
forms, including posts, reels, vlogs, memes,
comments and GIFs, as well as digital symbols
such as hashtags and emojis, and it can also
be expressed through approval in the form
of likes under antisemitic content (Hubscher,
2024). This digital landscape allows harmful
content to reach a global audience almost
instantly, amplifying the impact of hate speech
and making it harder to counter (Mulhall,
2021). In many regions, Jewish communities
have reported an increase in hate crimes,
vandalism and discriminatory incidents,
highlighting the urgent need for effective
strategies to counter this disturbing trend’.
The findings of FRA’s third EU survey of
Jewish people’s experiences and perceptions
of antisemitism (FRA, 2024), despite being
conducted prior to the Hamas’ attack on
October 7 and the war in Gaza, indicate a
notable concern about the rising prevalence
of antisemitism in Europe. Specifically, 80%
of respondents perceived an increase in
antisemitism in their country over the five-
year period preceding the survey, while
90% of respondents reported encountering
antisemitic content online in the year prior to
the survey.

While social media have become an
important means of communication and
community building (Oliveri & Carpenter,
2024), the advent of these platforms has also
facilitated the spread of antisemitic rhetoric,
creating new challenges in combating hate
speech and misinformation. Although neither
the International Holocaust Remembrance

7 https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/us-
antisemitic-incidents-soared-140-percent-2023-
breaking-all-previous
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Alliance (IHRA) definition®, nor the Jerusalem
Declaration on Antisemitism (JDA)®, nor the
Nexus definition10 explicitly refer to social
media when addressing the issue of combating
antisemitism, other organisations have recently
highlighted social media as both a space where
antisemitismisontheriseandacrucial platform
for developing effective strategies to combat
antisemitic violence (UNESCO & UN, 2022; The
White House, 2023). Academic literature in
this area is still scarce and, with the exception
of a few pioneering studies (Becker et al., 2024,
Hubscher & von Merin, 2022), does not help
to identify strategies and measures to combat
antisemitism on social media.

In this report, we focus on the positive use
of technology (Villani et al., 2016) to illustrate
how social media can be used to enhance the
quality of personal experience, well-being,
empowerment and connectedness at the
individual, organisational and societal levels
engaged in combating antisemitism and
Holocaust distortion (Manca et al., 2022a;
Manca et al., 2022b). We chose to focus on
designing a social media campaign as one of the
key measures for several reasons. Social media
platforms have a large and diverse user base,
making them powerful tools for reaching large
audiences quickly and effectively. With billions
of active users on platforms such as Facebook, X
(formerly Twitter), Instagram and TikTok, these
channels can amplify messages of tolerance
and education on a global scale. The urgent
need for proactive measures is highlighted,
for example, in reports by organisations such
as the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), which
emphasise the importance of countering
harmful antisemitic narratives with positive,
educational content and anti-hate messaging
campaigns!! The importance of education and
social media engagement is also highlighted

8 https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/
working-definition-antisemitism

9 https://jerusalemdeclaration.org/
10 https://nexusproject.us/the-nexus-document/

11 https://www.adl.org/resources/report/interventions-
counter-antisemitism-vol-1

in the recent Global Guidelines for Countering
Antisemitism*?, which have been endorsed by
36 countries.

We also chose to focus on one particular
social media platform, TikTok, because it is
emerging as a particularly influential platform,
especially among younger audiences. The
algorithmic processes used by the platform
facilitate the rapid dissemination of content,
allowing powerful messages to reach a large
audience in a relatively short period of time.
While it is true that TikTok, like other social
media platforms, can serve as a breeding
ground for misinformation and hate speech
(Bjola & Manor, 2020), preventing the
development of prejudiced beliefs among
youth and young adults can be effectively
achieved by directly addressing attitudes
towards Jews and raising awareness about
antisemitism (ECRI, 2021; UNESCO, 2023).
As TikTok is currently a trendsetter in social
media, viral challenges and trends can quickly
spread awareness in a framed learning
“affinity space” (Oliveri & Carpenter, 2024).
In this sense, a well-designed campaign can
leverage these trends to amplify its anti-
antisemitism message through videos that
blend information with compelling visuals,
music, and storytelling. This approach can be
more impactful than traditional educational
methods, engaging audiences in a way
that resonates with their online habits and
preferences (Cohen & Rosenzweig, 2005;
Jenkins, 2008; UNESCO, 2015). By focusing
its efforts on TikTok, a campaign against
antisemitism can take advantage of the
platform’s unique ability to educate, engage

12 The Guidelines initiated were initiated by the U.S.
State Department’s Office of the Special Envoy to
Monitor and Combat Antisemitism, led by Ambassador
Deborah Lipstadt. These guidelines were launched
during an international event held in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, in July 2024, marking a collaborative
effort among numerous countries and international
organizations to combat antisemitism through policy
and practice. https://www.state.gov/global-guidelines-
for-countering-antisemitism/
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and inspire a large and diverse audience, and
thereby promote a culture of tolerance and
understanding.

This practical guide is designed to equip
NGOs, activists, educators, and social
media managers with effective strategies
to counter antisemitic narratives and
stereotypes. By leveraging TikTok’s unique
features and  wide-reaching influence,
the handbook offers actionable advice on
creating engaging content that educates,
connects with, and mobilises users against

antisemitism. Through this publication, we
aim to cultivate a more inclusive and informed
online community that uses TikTok as a
platform for positive change and resistance
to hate. By producing shareable content,
interacting with users, and collaborating with
influencers, such campaigns can effectively
combat misinformation and foster greater
understanding. In today’s digital age, a social
media campaign to combat antisemitism is not
only timely and relevant but also a powerful
tool to address this persistentissue.




2. A glocal approach to the problem

Antisemitism is a global phenomenon that
affects Jewish communities in many countries
around the world. Contemporary prejudices
are often shaped by the specific historical
traditions of hostility toward Jews in each
country. In particular, the stance each country
has taken regarding its role in the persecution
of Jews during the Second World War has
significantly influenced the nature and intensity
of antisemitism in those regions (Bergmann,
2013).

Antisemitism remains a pervasive problem
affecting Jewish communities worldwide,
with varying degrees of severity in different
countries. According to a survey by the
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) measuring
antisemitic attitudes across Europe!3, some
of the most persistent anti-Jewish tropes
remain deeply entrenched in 10 European
countries, with about one in four people
holding extensive classic antisemitic beliefs,
including classic stereotypes such as Jews
having too much power in business and being
more loyal to Israel than their home countries.
In terms of regional differences in antisemitic
attitudes, despite modest declines, high levels
of antisemitic beliefs continue to persist in
Hungary (37%), Poland (35%), and Russia

13 The European survey is the latest edition of The ADL
Global 100: An Index of Antisemitism, first conducted
in 2014, which is the most comprehensive survey of
global antisemitic attitudes ever conducted, covering
102 countries and territories. See https://global100.adLl.
org/about/2023

(26%). As for Holocaust denial and distortion,
this is even more deeply rooted in Eastern
Europe“.

1 In Hungary and Ukraine, 19% of respondents agreed
with the statement that “the Holocaust is a myth and
did not happen” or believed that the number of Jewish
deaths was “greatly exaggerated”. In Russia and Poland,
Holocaust denial was indicated by 17% and 15% of
respondents, respectively. Conversely, Germany and the
Netherlands had the lowest rates of Holocaust denial,
at 5% and 4%, respectively.
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The observed discrepancies highlight the
varying degrees of antisemitism and the diverse
forms it takes across different countries and
regions. As a result, a social media campaign
targeting a national or local audience should
be tailored to address the specific stereotypes
and prejudices prevalent in that particular
area or country. This approach ensures that
the campaign resonates with local concerns
and effectively counters the unique antisemitic
narratives presentintheregion. The objective of
thisguideistoprovideindicationsthatmayprove

useful for the design of a social media campaign
against antisemitism in any country. However,
in order to provide a more focused perspective,
the following analysis will concentrate on two
countries that have experienced different forms
of antisemitism: Italy and Hungary.

The findings of the report “Antisemitic
Prejudices in Europe: Survey in 16 European
Countries” (Kovacs & Fischer, 2021) indicate
that Italy is among the countries with relatively
low levels of antisemitic sentiment. In terms of
primary antisemitism, ltaly is in the “middle”
of the European countries surveyed. In terms
of Holocaust distortion, the results indicate
that secondary antisemitic attitudes are more
common than primary antisemitic beliefs
among the ltalian adult population. In addition,
a significant proportion of Italians aged 18-75
expressantisemitichostilitytowardslsrael (new
antisemitism)® (Figure 1). Although Italy was
characterised by a relatively low prevalence of
anti-Israel antisemitism, a sentiment that was
more pronounced in nine European countries
covered by the study, recent trends show an
increase in antisemitic incidents disguised
as anti-Zionism, particularly following the
escalation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

1 These data are in line with the findings of the Annual
Report on Antisemitism in Italy 2023 (CDEC, 2024),
according to which the proportion of respondents who
expressed antisemitic views related to Israel is higher
than the proportion who expressed traditional and
secondary antisemitic sentiments. This may be explained
by the fact that many respondents found an “acceptable”
way of publicly expressing their antisemitism through
hostility towards Israel.




Antisemitic Attitudes in Italy (Aged 18-75)

EEm Moderate Attitudes 38%
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Types of Antisemitism

Figure 1. Antisemitic attitudes among Italians aged 18-75, showing percentages for moderate and strong sentiments
across primary, secondary and new antisemitism.

With regard to Hungary, the results of the
analysis (Kovacs & Fischer, 2021) revealed that
the proportion of the population exhibiting
primary antisemitic attitudes was higherthanin
14 other countries. Atthe same time, secondary
antisemitism pertaining to the Holocaust is
observed to be more prevalent among the
Hungarian population than primary antisemitic
attitudes, while a significant proportion of the
population aged 18-75 exhibited moderate
hostility against Israel (Figure 3).In comparison
to other European countries, the antisemitic
hostility against Israel in Hungary can be
considered relatively moderate?!’. Specifically,
seven countries among the 16 countries
surveyed (including several Western European
countries) exhibit a higher prevalence of this
form of antisemitism than Hungary.

7" However, there is a strong presence of anti-Zionist

rhetoric in Hungary, particularly from far-right groups.
The country has seen an increase in antisemitic
incidents, reflecting a wider trend across Europe. See
Berend (2022).




Antisemitic Attitudes in Hungary (Aged 18-75)
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Figure 2. Antisemitic attitudes among Hungarians aged 18-75, showing percentages for moderate and strong senti-

ments across primary, secondary and new antisemitism.

In conclusion, both Italy and Hungary
share a basis of antisemitic prejudice rooted
in historical, political and cultural factors
that have contributed to persistent negative
attitudes towards Jews. However, the nature
and expression of antisemitism in each country
varies considerably. These differences are
shaped by different societal influences, making
each country’s antisemitic landscape unique.
By comparing ltaly and Hungary, researchers
can gain a deeper insight into the diversity of
antisemitic trends in Europe and the role that
local contexts play in shaping prejudice.

This comparison underlines the complex
and multifaceted nature of antisemitism in
different European societies. Studying these
two nations offers the opportunity to develop a
nuanced approach that links local experiences
of antisemitism with global efforts to promote
tolerance andrespect. Such anapproach allows
forthecreationofa‘glocal narrative, sensitiveto
local contexts while united in its global mission
against hate.

By choosing ltaly and Hungary as case
studies, a glocal social media campaign against
antisemitism can address both the local and
global dimensions of the issue, ensuring that
the campaignresonatesindifferentculturaland
political environments.

This report is systematically structured into
six main sections in order to provide a detailed
and multifaceted analysis of antisemitism,
particularly in the context of social media, and
to combat it through a social media campaign
on TikTok. The first section presents a review
of the literature on antisemitism, exploring its
historical context and contemporary forms.
The second section examines the relationship
between social media and antisemitism,
analysing how online platforms influence
antisemitic discourse. The third section focuses
on secondary antisemitism in Hungary and
in the Visegrad region, while section four
highlights the components of anti-Zionism in
Italy, both providing specific case studies. The
fifth section provides an overview of TikTok,
including user statistics, the algorithmic nature
of the platform and its multimodal content.
The sixth section discusses best practices for
combating antisemitism, including effective
pedagogical approaches. Finally, the seventh
section provides technical guidance on how to
design and implement a social media campaign
to combat antisemitism. This comprehensive
structureensuresathoroughunderstandingand
actionableinsightsintocombatingantisemitism
on social media platforms.



3. Overview of antisemitism

3.1 Traditional antisemitism and
its transformation to modern racial
antisemitism

Traditional antisemitism, also known as
classical antisemitism, is hostility against
Jewish people that is rooted in the centuries-
old Christian tradition?®. It refers to the historical
prejudices, hostilities, and discriminatory
practices against Jews, which have evolved
over centuries. This form of antisemitism
encompasses a wide array of cultural, religious,
economic, and social biases, often rooted in
deep-seated stereotypes and myths.

The roots of traditional antisemitism can
be traced back to antiquity, with the earliest
recorded instances of hostility towards Jews
in Ancient Egypt, the Hellenistic period, the
Seleucid Empire and the Maccabean Revolt,and
theRomanEmpire.However,itgainedparticular
prominence with the advent of Christianity.
In medieval Europe, antisemitism was further
entrenched through various socio-economic
stereotypes and legal restrictions. Jews were
oftendepictedasusurers,astereotypethatarose

8 A distinct discourse would be required to analyse
the antisemitic elements within Islamic tradition and to
examine anti-Jewish sentiments that are rooted in the
Quranandinpre-modernIslamicpractices. Inthis cultural
andreligious context, Jews were never afforded the same
status as Muslims. They were subject to discriminatory
laws and faced significant pressure to convert to Islam.
The emergence of ideological hostility towards Jews
can be traced back to the nineteenth century, preceding
the advent of Zionism. This phenomenon was propelled
by the growing European political and cultural influence
in the Middle East (Litvak, 2023).

partly because they were restricted from many
occupations and thus turned to moneylending,
an occupation that was prohibited to Christians
by the Church. This economic role made them
targets of resentment during times of economic
hardship. The blood libel myth, which falsely
accusedJews of using Christian children’s blood
for ritual purposes, and accusations of host
desecration furtherfuelled antisemiticviolence,
leading to massacres and expulsions in various
European regions (Langmuir, 1996).

During and afterthe period of Enlightenment,
traditional religion-based anti-Judaism
gradually lost its former significance.
The Enlightenment and the subsequent
emancipation of Jews in the 18th and 19th
centuries brought new challenges and forms
of antisemitism. While Enlightenment ideals
promoted religious tolerance, they also led
to secular forms of antisemitism. Later, in
the second half of the nineteenth century,
antisemitism started to incorporate racial
ideologies. This new category proved to be
much more lethal as it was also applied to
thoseJews, and there were many who had been
assimilated into mainstream culture. It was a
very crucial development for another reason.
Although formerly Jews could rid themselves
of the feature they were being persecuted
for, namely by converting to Christianity, they
could not change their race. Stereotypes from
Christian Judeophobia merged with this new
strain of antisemitism. For example, Jews
were seen as outcasts who sought to harm the
majority. Alternatively, Jews were blamed for
a world conspiracy whose aim was to create a



new world order and gain absolute control over
the political, economic, and social institutions
of the world (Barna et al,, 2018; Barna & Knap,
2019; Bilewicz et al., 2013; Glaesar, 2005).

The late 19th and early 20th centuries
witnessed the transformation of traditional
antisemitism into modern racial antisemitism.
This period saw the rise of pseudoscientific
theories that categorised Jews as a distinct and
inferior race. Such ideas were propagated by
figures like Wilhelm Marr, who coined the term
“antisemitism” in the 1870s. This racialisation
of antisemitism culminated in the atrocities of
the Holocaust, where six million Jews were
systematically exterminated by Nazi Germany
and their allies (Lindemann, 1997).

Traditional antisemitism, deeply rooted
in historical stereotypes about Jews and
intertwined with traditional religiosity, has
been a persistentissue that combines elements
of anti-Judaism with broader societal prejudices
(Skrodzka et al., 2022). Although some of its
central motifs, such as blaming Jews for deicide,
still form part of contemporary antisemitic
imaginary, the relevance of religion-based anti-
Judaism today is diminished.

3.2 Conspiratorial antisemitism

Conspiratorial antisemitism refers to a
form of antisemitism that portrays Jews as
secretive, manipulative, and malevolent agents
orchestrating global conspiracies for their own
benefit. Alleged Jewish conspiracies have been
a persistent feature of anti-Jewish sentiments
and antisemitism throughout history. While
anti-Jewish sentiments have existed since
the very beginning of Christianity and before,
the demonisation of Jews intensified from the
High Medieval Period onwards: “It was claimed
that the Jews operated as a collective and evil
unit, secretly plotting against Christianity and
Christian society” (Simonsen, 2020: 358).

Conspiratorial antisemitism has a long
history, often intertwining with major political
and social upheavals. One of the earliest

examplesistheblood libel myth of the medieval
period (Langmuir, 1996). Today, especially on
the Internet and social media, the accusation of
blood, of figuratively or even literally “feeding”
on the blood of non-Jews, is often used to
representlisraelipolicytowardsthePalestinians,
especially in the ubiquitous cartoons that use
the stylistic devices of Nazism (Meghnagi &
Di Castro, 2021). In contemporary conspiracy
theories such as QAnon!® antisemitic tropes
are repackaged and intertwined with claims of
global elites engaging in bizarre and sinister
practices, echoing age-old accusations against
Jewish communities (Hughes, 2024; Langer,
2022). These narratives not only perpetuate
harmful stereotypes but also contribute to the
demonisation and dehumanisation of Jewish
individuals.

One prevalent type of antisemitic conspiracy
theory is the notion of Jewish control over
global affairs, where Jews are portrayed as
orchestrating events behind the scenes to
advance their interests. This concept has deep
historical roots and has been perpetuated
through various forms, such as the infamous
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion”, a fabricated
text that purports to reveal a Jewish plan for
world domination (Bronner, 2006; Cohn, 1967).

Another common antisemitic conspiracy
theory revolves around the idea of Jewish
financial power and influence. This narrative
often links Jews to banking, media, and other
industries, portraying them as a shadowy
group manipulating economies and shaping

1% QAnon is a far-right conspiracy theory that emerged
in the United States in late 2017. It centres on the belief
that a secret cabal of Satan-worshipping paedophiles,
allegedly including prominent Democrats, Hollywood
elites and world leaders, is controlling the world and
trafficking children. According to the theory, these elites
are plotting against former US President Donald Trump,
who is portrayed as a heroic figure working to expose
and dismantle the cabal (see Marwick & Partin, 2024).



public opinion for their own gain? (Richardson
& Wodak, 2022). The association of Jews with
wealth and control has fuelled long-standing
myths about Jewish individuals seeking to
dominate society through economic means
(Allington &Joshi, 2020). Additionally, thetrope
of Jews as manipulators of political systemsand
decision-making processes s a recurring theme
in antisemitic conspiracy theories, where Jews
are depicted as pulling the strings from behind
thescenestosteergovernmentsandinstitutions
in their favour (Kofta et al.,, 2020).

Throughout history, antisemitic conspiracy
theories have been prevalent, with accusations
of Jews spreading disease. In the fourteenth
century, Jews were held responsible for
spreading leprosy. Later in the same century,
at the time of the Black Death, Jews were
accused of poisoning wells to spread the
disease (Kaplan, 2011; Laqueur, 2008). Nazi
propaganda continued to use theimage of Jews
as spreaders of disease, arguing that contact
withJewsincreased exposureto liceandtyphus
(Burrin, 2013; Grabowski, 2009; Hartman,
2000). This relationship remained the basis of
numerous antisemitic conspiracy ideas after the
Holocaust, including show trials againstJewish
doctors in the Soviet Union and accusations
of using viruses and diseases (especially
HIV or AIDS) for their evil purposes (Etinger,
2016; Wistrich, 2002). During the COVID-19
pandemic, antisemitic conspiracy theories
were adopted, with some falsely claiming Jews
created or spread the virus to gain political and
economic power or profit from the pandemic
through pharmaceutical companies (European
Commission, 2021). These narratives were
disseminated widely through social media and
extremist platforms, leading to a resurgence
of antisemitic incidents (Barna & Knap, 2021;
Tanriverdi, 2024).

20 The current image of George Soros as the puppet
master of international speculation is an example of this.
The financier would be at once a speculator (portrayed
as a leech), a parasite (enriching himself thanks to the
economic misfortunes of others) and a manipulator
of the equilibrium of societies (trying to steer political
processes within them). See Pisanty (2024).

The evolution of antisemitism from historical
roots to modern manifestations reflects a
long-standing conspiracist tradition marked
by a dynamic interplay between continuity
and change (Karcher & Simonsen, 2024). This
continuityisevidentinhowtraditionalantisemitic
stereotypes are perpetuated and embedded in
complex cognitive schemata, emotional states,
and verbal expressions (Schwarz-Friesel &
Reinharz, 2017).

3.3 Secondary antisemitism,
Holocaust denial and distortion

Secondary antisemitism refers to a
specific form of antisemitism that emerged
in the aftermath of the Second World War.
A fundamental attribute of secondary
antisemitism is that it can be described as
“antisemitism not despite but because of the
Holocaust” (Imhoff & Messer 2019: 2). The
emergence of secondary antisemitism was
unexpected, and expressions of Holocaust
denial were found to be puzzling as one
naturally believed that the monstrosity of
the Holocaust should have diminished the
prevalence of anti-Jewish sentiments, or even
eradicate them forever (Imhoff & Messer, 2019).

Secondary antisemitism became widely
understood as antisemitism due to mainly
socio-psychological  aftereffects of the
Holocaust. The core of this concept is that the
Jews embody, just by existing, the inconvenient
memory of the Holocaust, causing resentment
against them, which is further exacerbated
by Holocaust remembrance, leading to the
reproduction and regeneration of anti-Jewish
sentiments (Bergmann & Erb, 1997). Secondary
antisemitism is driven by the desire to
exonerate perpetrator societies from guilt and
responsibility, which taints their positive, moral
identity (Adorno, 1950). The need to repress
and downplay the memory of the Holocaust
goes hand-in-hand with externalisation and
projection of guilt, including projecting the guilt
to survivors. It is also often accompanied by
self-victimisation, depicting the perpetrators



as the “true victims” of Nazism and the
Second World War. The need to deny or re-
evaluate guilt and responsibility often leads to
secondary antisemitism, i.e., Holocaust denial
and distortion (Heni, 2008).

Scholarly works present several
perspectives on the definition of Holocaust
denial and distortion (Heni, 2008; Gerstenfeld,
2007; Hirsh, 2023; Lipstadt, 2017). Although
attempting to establish a comprehensive
definition of secondary antisemitism may be
challenging, it is necessary to further classify
secondary antisemitism, specifically Holocaust
denial and distortion, to gain a deeper
understanding of this phenomenon.

Holocaust denial, as defined by the
International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA), is “discourse and propaganda
that deny the historical reality and the extent
of the extermination of the Jews by the Nazis
and their accomplices during World War I,
known as the Holocaust or the Shoah” (IHRA,
2013). This form of denial specifically refers
to any attempt to claim that the Holocaust did
not take place. Hirsh defines Holocaust denial
as a “conspiracy fantasy that accuses Jews
collectively of having fabricated the Holocaust
to benefit from sympathy and to increase their
own power” (Hirsh, 2023: 39).

According to Deborah Lipstadt (2017),
secondary antisemitism can be categorised
into two main types: hard-core and soft-
core Holocaust denial. Hard-core Holocaust
denial involves outright negation or denial
of the historical truth of the Holocaust. It was
widespread until the early 2000s, mostly in
extreme right-wing circles (Bauer, 2020)?* In
contrast, soft-core Holocaust denial, which

21 According to Yehuda Bauer the turning point was
the trial between David Irving and Deborah Lipstadt
(and her British Publisher, Penguin Books Ltd.). David
Irving, a British writer, sued Professor Deborah Lipstadt
for claiming he was a Holocaust denier in her book,
“Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on
Truth and Memory”. Irving claimed his reputation and
monetary loss were damaged. The trial involved Irving
defending himself, claiming he engaged in legitimate
historical debate. The judgement was in favour of
Lipstadt, labelling Irving as antisemitic and racist.

is more common and more challenging to
identify, involves questioning some aspects of
the Holocaust in a more covert form. Soft-core
deniers often make invalid historical parallels
to diminish the significance of the Holocaust
(Lipstadt, 2017).




The report emphasises the importance of
effectively communicating the relevance of the
Holocaust to younger generations, who may
view it as a distant historical event and have
limited knowledge of its significance.

Occasionally, the misrepresentation of

historical events is not driven by malicious
intent or secret plots but rather by a motive
to bolster nationalist feelings. Bauer (2020)
argues that Holocaust distortion is distinct
due to its association with the global surge

of authoritarianism, populism, dictatorial
governments, nationalism, and anti-liberalism
over the past two decades. Such regimes foster
the flourishing of historical misrepresentation
and distortion, in the case of the Holocaust,
especially connected to the issues of
responsibility and participation. These derive
from the aspiration to enhance nationalistic
authoritarianism by portraying a cohesive and
favourable depiction of the nation’s history:
“The notion of a usable past is key: In order to
fortify national consciousness, and therefore
the nationalist political leadership, a past has
to be found that can be used to educate —
more precisely, to indoctrinate — the nation,
young and old. When such an uplifting past
is unavailable, it has to be invented. After all,
the real past is always a mixture of the good,




the bad, and everything in between. Distortion
of the past rests on a combination of truth and
invention” (Bauer, 2020: 7).

3.4 New antisemitism

New antisemitism refers to a form of
antisemitism that emerged post-World War |l,
particularly after the establishment of the State
of Israel in 1948. It describes an extreme anti-
Israel bias and anti-Zionist attitude that mirrors
traditional antisemitism (Allington etal., 2022).
This new form of antisemitism is closely linked
with anti-Zionism (Wistrich, 2004) as the
ideology of anti-Zionism has incorporated the
ideology of antisemitism (Seymour, 2019).

In cases where anti-Zionism overlaps with
antisemitism, there are four basic types of
discourse (Marzano, 2011b):

1) Zionism is nothing more than a mode
through which Western imperialism is
realised. In a mixture of anti-Americanism,

anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism, the
existence of the State of Israel is opposed
per se, regardless of its policies, always
and in any case. This type of discourse has
been influenced by Soviet rhetoric since the
early 1950s, entered fully into the political
language of the European left after 1967
(Tabarovsky, 2022),and becamethe heritage
of Third World countries in the 1970s.

2) The existence of a “conspiracy”. Very
common is the belief that “the Jews” -
i.e. “the Zionists” - exercise almost total
control over the Western media, with the
direct consequence that they present a
distorted view of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict to the advantage of the Jewish
state. Equally common is the idea that “the
Zionists” would hold the levers of American
foreign policy so that they could directly
control it. This is an obvious reference to
one of the great stereotypes of late-19th-
century antisemitism, the Jewish conspiracy
mentioned in the “Protocols of the Elders of
Zion”, which continues to spread, especially
in the Arab world.

3) It revives the accusation of deicide and
other elements of Christian anti-Judaism
to demonise Jews or lIsrael in ways that
echo ancient religious prejudices, such as
the blood libel (the false claim that Jews
used the blood of Christian children in
religious rituals), the usury accusation
(portraying Jews as greedy and exploitative
moneylenders) and collective guilt (blaming
allJewsfortheactions of afew orforhistorical
events such as the crucifixion of Jesus).
These tropes, originally rooted in medieval
Christian hostility, are now repurposed in
some antisemitic anti-Zionist rhetoric to
portray Israel as inherently immoral or evil.

4) It is based on a reversal of the victim/
perpetrator dynamic, in which Jews, who
were victims of the Holocaust, are now
portrayedastheoppressorsofthePalestinian
people. This portrayal is achieved through
rhetorical devices, in particular by equating
Israel’s actions with genocide, suggesting



that Jews, who once suffered extermination,
are now inflicting the same fate on others,
using methods comparable to those of the
Nazis.

The characteristics of new antisemitism can
be summarised as follows:

Demonisation of Israel: One of the hallmarks
of new antisemitism is the demonisation
of Israel. This involves portraying Israel as
an inherently evil state, using rhetoric and
imagery that echoes traditional antisemitic
motifs. For instance, Israel is sometimes
depicted as a modern-day Nazi state, with
accusations that it commits genocide or
ethnic cleansing against Palestinians. This
form of criticism goes beyond legitimate
political discourse, as it draws on historical
antisemitic narratives (Hirsh, 2007).

Double standards: New antisemitism
often involves applying double standards
to Israel that are not applied to other
countries. This includes holding Israel to
an unattainably high moral standard while
ignoring or excusing similar actions by other
nations. Such double standards can indicate
underlying antisemitic attitudes, as they
suggest a unique and disproportionate focus
on Israel’s actions (Wistrich, 2010).

Delegitimisation of Israel: Another aspect of
new antisemitism is the delegitimisation of
Israel, where Israel’s right to exist is denied
or questioned. This can take the form of
advocating for the dismantling of the Israeli
state, denying the Jewish people’s historical
connection to the land of Israel, or the
boycott of Israeli culture, citizens and goods
by the BDS campaign (“Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions”) as well as violent intifadas.
Delegitimisation undermines the legitimacy
ofJewish self-determination and sovereignty
(Wistrich, 2010).

According to the IHRA Working definition of
antisemitism (IHRA, 2016), new antisemitism
includes denying the Jewish people their
right to self-determination, applying double
standards, using symbols and images

associated with classic antisemitism to
characterise Israel or Israelis, and holding Jews
collectively responsible for actions of the State
of Israel. IHRA explicitly states that “criticism of
Israel similar to that levelled against any other
country cannot be regarded as antisemitic”
(IHRA, 2016). Still, the distinction between
new antisemitism and criticism of Israel is a
multifaceted issue that has been extensively
discussed in academic circles. The IHRA
definition of antisemitism has significantly
influenced discussions surrounding
antisemitism and criticism of Israel. While the
IHRA definition aims to offer a framework for
recognising antisemitic behaviour, debates

have arisen regarding its efficacy and potential
impact on freedom of speech (Gould, 2018).
Critics argue that the IHRA definition may
hinder legitimate criticism of Israel by conflating
it with antisemitism, potentially constraining
opendiscussions and debates onIsraelipolicies
and behaviours (Deckers & Coulter, 2022).
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The concept of “new antisemitism” has

gained renewed attention and urgency
following October 7. The aftermath of these
attacks has seen a significant and alarming
increase in antisemitic incidents worldwide,
particularly in contexts related to Israel and
Zionism. Itis thus no longer possible to dismiss
this phenomenon as marginal and confined
to the more extreme fringes of politics. It is
becoming increasingly evident thatitis seeping
into the attitudes of mainstream political
movements across the political spectrum, and
that it is causing considerable anxiety among
Jewish communities throughout the diaspora.
Some authors (Lappin, 2024) posit that the
contemporary resurgence of antisemitism can
be contextualised within the broader economic

and social crisis that has eroded the postwar
order since 1980. The crisis that has arisen
from increasing income inequality, driven by
deregulation and privatisation that facilitated
rapid globalisation, has given rise to three
prominent anti-globalisation reactions, with
antisemitism featuring strongly in each of them.
These include the ethno-nationalist far right,
the postmodernist far left, and radical political
Islamism.Thelattertwoareoperatinginalliance
underthebannerof “anti-colonialistresistance”.
While these movements are ideologically
incompatible with each other, a strong anti-
Jewish focus is integral to all of them. The fact
that antisemitism can move seamlessly across
the opposed positions of the political spectrum
that these movements occupy is due to its deep
historical roots within European and Middle
Eastern cultures.

To summarise, the essence of this new
antisemitism is the portrayal of Jews not as a
historically persecuted people seeking self-
preservation, but as oppressors: imperialists,
colonialists and even white supremacists. This
perspective retains elements of the old trope of
Jews wielding immense power, while adapting
it to modern contexts and today’s cultural
focus on power dynamics and social injustice
(Berkovits, 2018; Feldman, 2024).
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4. Antisemitism 2.0: Online antisemitism

“Antisemitism 2.0 is the use of online social
networking and content collaboration to share
demonisation, conspiracy theories, Holocaust
denial, and classical antisemitic motifs with a
view to creating social acceptability for such
content” (Oboler, 2008). The digitization of
information and communications technology
has facilitated the rapid and widespread
dissemination of online antisemitism, which is
easily replicated, presented in various formats,
and lacks specificity in its intended audience
(Schwarz-Friesel, 2023). The Internet’s unique
characteristics,includingreciprocity,activecyber
participation, speed, free access, multimodality,
anonymity, and global connection, have led to
the swift and unfiltered dissemination of anti-
Jewish ideology.

Social media gradually supplanted the
Internetastheprimarychannelfordisseminating
antisemitic information, which was prevalentin
the late 1990s and early 2000s. These user-
centric platforms facilitate the posting and
sharing of content and enable engagement and
feedback (Weimann, 2024). Social media has
facilitated global communication with a larger
audience, and the Internet’s versatility allows
for the transmission of virtually any form of
data. Antisemitic information can be encoded
in various forms within multimodal messages,
increasing their persuasive impact.

Online antisemitism manifests in various
forms, ranging from overtly antisemitic content
to more subtle, oblique expressions. On
platforms such as 4Chan, Gab, and Telegram,
antisemitic rhetoric is often explicit, with users

freely sharing hate speech, conspiracy theories,
and outright calls for violence against Jewish
people. However, on mainstream social media
platforms, such as X (Twitter), Gab, Telegram,
Instagram, Facebook, antisemitism tends to
take more indirect forms. Here, antisemitic
content often uses coded language - terms and
phrases that appear innocuous to outsiders
but carry specific antisemitic meanings to
those in the know (such as “globalist elites” or
“banking cabal”). Similarly, “dog whistles"?® are
common, where seemingly neutral statements
are intended to signal antisemitic ideas to a
particular audience without overtly expressing
hate. These methods allow antisemitic content
to spread more easily on platforms with less
strict moderation, such as Telegram, as hate
speech can evade detection (Mulhall, 2021;
UNESCO & UN, 2022; Weimann, 2024;
Zannettou et al., 2020).

23 The term is derived from the concept of a dog
whistle, a device used to train dogs that emits a sound
audible only to canines and not to humans. Similarly,
a political or rhetorical “dog whistle” is a message
that is only “heard” or understood by those who are
attuned to its underlying meaning, while the rest of the
population may not discern the message’s true import.
One example is “rootless cosmopolitans”, historically
used in the Soviet Union during Stalin’s regime to target
Jews without explicitly mentioning them, accusing them
of lacking loyalty to their country and being involved in
international conspiracies. It serves as a coded way of
promoting the idea that Jews are involved in subversive
global agendas, while avoiding the explicit use of
antisemitic language, making it more difficult for content
moderation systems to detect and flag.



Visual forms of antisemitism play a
particularly significant role in contemporary
discourse. These forms manifest through
images, memes, gifs, and videos shared across
social media platforms. Such visual content
is deeply embedded in cultural memory and
remains influential today. The spread of
antisemitic memes has been on the rise, partly
because images are more accessible to recall
than text. Memes often conceal their antisemitic
messages through indirect hints, making them
more insidious. The effectiveness of visual data
in spreading antisemitism is also linked to its
ability to generate strong emotional responses.
Images convey far more information than text:
“a picture is worth a thousand words”. This
characteristic makes them powerful tools
for embedding and perpetuating antisemitic
ideologies in the digital age (Andermann &
Zizek, 2022).

In 2021, a comprehensive study examined
the presence of antisemitism across multiple
social media platforms, including Facebook,
Instagram, Parler, Reddit, Telegram, TikTok,
Twitter, YouTube, and 4Chan, revealing that
antisemitic content is pervasive across all
these platforms (Mulhall, 2021). Although
the severity and types of antisemitism vary
from one platform to another, all forms — from
overt hate speech to subtler conspiratorial
narratives — are present on each platform.
These platforms have played a significant
role in spreading conspiracy theories, many
of which are deeply rooted in antisemitic
ideology. Research conducted specifically on
TikTok highlighted the disturbing prevalence of
extreme antisemitic content, including videos,
songs, comments, and images. The platform’s
algorithm was found to exacerbate the issue
by creating a “spiral of hate”, where users who
unintentionally encounter disturbing content
are pushed towards more of the same. This is
particularly concerning given TikTok’s young
user base. Moreover, TikTok has been criticised
for failing to enforce its own guidelines,
which prohibit content designed to provoke,
antagonise, or threaten others (Weimann &
Masri, 2021).

The rise of social media has provided fertile
ground for hate groups to spread antisemitic
content. This spread has prompted increased
scrutiny and led to various countermeasures,
including deplatforming efforts, account
suspensions, and pressure on social media
companies to enforce content removal policies
more strictly. While these efforts have led to
some improvements, the challenge remains
substantial (Weimann, 2024). Despite
ongoing efforts and policy changes over the
past decade, no social media platform has
succeeded in eliminating antisemitism (ADL
& CTS, 2023a). On larger platforms, where
extreme antisemitism is more aggressively
moderated, conspiratorial content continues
to thrive. The extent of visible antisemitism on
a platform is closely linked to the platform’s
moderation policies and enforcement of terms
of use (Mulhall, 2021). As aresult, campaigners
against online antisemitism have begun to
monitor social media and policies for removing
such content. In Europe, the International
Network Against Cyber Hate (INACH) is a
network of organisations working on this issue,
among others. A study in 2023 indicated that,
despite commitments by platforms to address
Holocaust denial and distortion, such content
remains widespread, and reporting it often
leads to no meaningful action.
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As moderation on major platforms (such
as YouTube, TikTok) has tightened, many
hate groups have migrated to less regulated
platforms such as Gab, Telegram, Parler,4Chan,
and 8Chan, where they continue to spread
propaganda with fewer restrictions (Weimann,
2024). Studies of these platforms have shown
that online extremist communities frequently
engage in spreading antisemitic conspiracy
theories. These communities also collaborate
with external actors such as Russian trolls, to
amplify their antisemitic messages (Finkelstein
etal, 2020).

Given the widespread influence of social
media, the role of celebrities and influencers
in the spread of online antisemitism cannot be
overlooked—theseare publicfigures, withtheir
vast followings and are able to shape public
opinion. The extensive reach and engagement
these figures command can amplify antisemitic
rhetoric, thereby normalising such hate speech
and increasing its pervasiveness (Hubscher,
2023).

The Annexes provide insights into the role
of artificial intelligence in the spread of an-
tisemitic content online, as well as techniques
available to analyse and combat these phe-
nomena.
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5. Secondary antisemitism in Hungary and

the Visegrad Region

Holocaust denial and distortion are
pervasive across the Visegrad countries and a
subject of increasing concern. Traditional forms
of Holocaust distortion remain disturbingly
common in everyday life. Additionally, newer
forms of Holocaust-related antisemitism have
emerged, particularly in the online realm
and on social media platforms, presenting
novel challenges. In an online focus group
study that was conducted to investigate this
issue?* researchers found that while outright
Holocaust denial was not present, other
forms of distortion were prevalent across the
region. Although the study (Barna et al., 2021)
found that outright denial of the Holocaust's
historical reality (hard-core denial) was absent
in all four countries, significant differences were
observed between the countries. Overall, it can
be stated that while the online focus groups in
the Czech Republic and Slovakia were devoid
of antisemitic remarks, in Hungary and Poland
certain topics elicited antisemitic expressions.
Although the participants in the Polish focus
groups strongly rejected Holocaust denial,
unlike in the Slovak and Czech focus groups,
discussions on Holocaust remembrance,
particularly concerning the allegedrole of Jews,
led to a surge in antisemitic comments. When
the topic of Jewish involvement in Holocaust

24|n 2019, the Tom Lantos Institute initiated a qualitative
study on secondary antisemitism, Holocaust denial,
and distortion in the Visegrad countries. The research
involved organizing two online focus groups to explore
the primary topics and reasoning that contribute
to Holocaust distortion in the region. To maintain
consistency across the countries, identical guidelines
and selection criteria were applied in all four countries.

commemoration was introduced, many
participants used antisemitic tropes, accusing
Jews of exploiting the Holocaust for financial
gain at the expense of the Polish people.

Similarly, in one of the Hungarian focus
groups, the tone became markedly more hostile
when the discussion turned to Holocaust
remembrance. Although the predominant
responses were not overtly antisemitic, several
participants resorted to anti-Jewish rhetoric.




Holocaust distortion was also evident in the
minimisation of the number of Jewish victims
and the drawing of false comparisons with
other historical events.

In 2019-2020, in the quantitative survey on
antisemitism carried out in sixteen European
countries (Kovacs & Fischer,2021),includingthe
Visegrad countries, also measured the extent of
secondary antisemitism?°. The study found that
Holocaust denial and relativisation were much
more prevalent than primary antisemitism.
While39percentoftheoverallsampleexhibited
some degree of secondary antisemitism, this
proportion was only 20 percent in the case of
primary antisemitism (Kovacs & Fisher, 2021).
The level of secondary antisemitism exceeded
the overall average in all Visegrad countries.

25 To assess this complex phenomenon, respondents
were asked to indicate their level of agreement on a
five-point scale with seven statements, five negative
and two positive. The statements were as follows:

The number of Jewish victims of the Holocaust was
much lower than is usually claimed;

Jews are also to blame for the persecutions against
them;

Many of the atrocities of the Holocaust were often
exaggerated by Jews later;

Jews exploit Holocaust victimhood for their own
purposes.

Jews still talk too much about the Holocaust;

We must keep the memory of the persecution of the
Jews alive;

After so many decades have passed since the
persecution of the Jews, the Holocaust should be taken
off the public agenda.

One of the factors behind this phenomenon
is what is known as competitive victimhood.
Competitive victimhood is defined as “the
attempt by a conflicted group’s members to
prove that their respective ingroup suffered
more than the outgroup” (Bilewicz & Stefaniak,
2013:2).Althoughcompetitivevictimhoodisnot
typically regarded as an entirely distinct factor
in the formation of antisemitism, it often stems
from nationalistic sentimentsthatare specificto
certain countries. Research, however, suggests
that competitive victimhood in relation to
Jews frequently exacerbates antisemitism and
contributes to the distortion of the Holocaust
(see, e.g., Antoniou et al., 2020; Bilewicz &
Stefaniak, 2013; Young & Sullivan, 2016).







6. The state of anti-Zionism in ltaly

Although anti-Israel antisemitism in Italy is
relatively low compared to nine other European
countries (Kovacs & Fischer, 2021), the 2023
Annual Report on Antisemitism in Italy (CDEC,
2024) highlightsthatthe currentmanifestations
of antisemitism in the country?” are influenced
by several interconnected factors:

Conspiracy theories: The rise of conspiracy
thinking over the decades, particularly
among those distrustful of civil institutions
and the political system, has fuelled
antisemitism (see also Sarfatti, 2007).
Conspiracy theories often portray Jews as
having a powerful, covertinfluence on global
politics and society, a narrative particularly
popularamong the farright, but also present
on the left.

Anti-Zionism and anti-Israel sentiment:
Antisemitism often masquerades as criticism
of Israel and Zionism, portraying them as
symbols of capitalism and oppression. This
perspective, promoted by “antagonist”
movements, frames Israel as a racist state
and contributes to antisemitic attitudes in
civil society.

Islamic ideology: The rise of certain Islamic
ideologies that oppose the existence of the
State of Israel, mixing religious and political
motivations, has sometimes led to the
misidentification of all Jews as supporters
of Israeli government policies. This trend
is becoming more pronounced in Italy,
particularly among some second-generation

27 Although the Jewish population in Italy has always
been small (never exceeding 50,000), openly antisemitic
views are held by about 10 per cent of ltalians who
are hostile to Jews and consider them a different race
(Luzzatto Voghera, 2018).

ltalians of Arab and North African descent,
where opposition to Israeli actions during
pro-Palestinian protests can occasionally
spilloverintobroaderantisemiticsentiments.

Holocaust denial and distortion: The
rise of Holocaust denial rhetoric and the
misuse of Holocaust memory, such as the
appropriation of symbols such as stumbling
blocks by extremist groups for self-serving
political purposes, further exacerbates
antisemitism?8,

28 The reappropriation of Holocaust memory through the
use of stumbling stones (Stolperstein, the decentralised
Holocaust memorials initiated by the German artist
Gunter Demnig) is exemplified in Padua, where the neo-
fascist group CasaPound erected a stumbling block in
front of the town hall. A similar action was carried out
in Gorizia in Viale D’Annunzio, where the inscription on
the brass plaque reads: “For Palestine and its children”.




Forms of prejudice are also influenced
and cultivated by antisemitic propaganda.
Superstitious forms of anti-Jewishness, linked
to traditional religious hostility, are still deeply
rooted in a population with a large Catholic
majority who, until a few decades ago, knew
Jews only as the “evil Jews” portrayed in church
services. Popular prejudices such as the idea
that Jews are very rich and stingy are still
widespread, and eventoday morethan athird of
Italians are convinced that Jews are responsible
for the death of Jesus (Luzzatto Voghera, 2018).

As far as anti-Israeli sentiment is concerned,
even in the Italian context, the main cultural
matrix is rooted in the idea of Zionism as
the most visible manifestation of Western
imperialism and the anti-communist threat
(see Tabarovsky, 2022). The internationalist
anti-Zionism practised by some sections of
the left, especially the European left, sees
Zionism as a symbol of American imperialism
and the greed of bourgeois capitalism and

neo-colonialism. In addition, Zionist conspiracy
theory is characterised by the convergence of
ideas of anti-Judaism and Islamist anti-Zionism
(Luzzatto Voghera, 2018).

In particular, the phenomenon of anti-
Zionismin ltalyis characterised by a high degree
of complexity and a multifaceted nature. Anti-
Zionism intersects with a number of different
factors, including political, religious and cultural
considerations. It can manifest in a variety of
ways, fromthe expression of legitimate criticism
of Israeli policies to more problematicinstances
that blur the line between anti-Zionism and
antisemitism. The historical roots of these
attitudes can be traced back to the post-WW!II
period, when Italy, like much of Europe, was
shaped by the legacy of the Holocaust and the
establishmentoftheStateoflsraelin 1948 (Foot,
2009). Like in other European countries, Italian
societyanditspoliticallandscapehavelongbeen
shaped by leftist and rightist ideologies, which
have historically had different relationships
with Zionism (Edmunds, 2000; Shindler, 2011).
Thoseonthe lefthave frequently demonstrated
solidarity with the Palestinian cause, whereas
thoseonthefarrighthave,onoccasion,combined
anti-Zionism with traditional antisemitic tropes.
During the Cold War, the Italian Communist
Party (PCI) frequently expressed solidarity
with Arab states and the Palestinian liberation
movements, viewing the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict through the lens of anti-imperialism
and anti-colonialism (De Martino, 2015). This
resulted in a notable increase in anti-Zionist
sentiment among those on the left.




In addition, anti-Zionist perspectives can be
found in selected Italian cultural and academic
circles. Some intellectuals, writers and artists
use a critique of Zionism as part of a broader
critique of nationalism and colonialism. In these
contexts, discussions of Israel's role in the
world and its policies are often characterised
by a degree of nuance. Public opinion in Iltaly

on Israel and Zionism is also diverse, reflecting
the country’s complex political and social
landscape: whilethereis supportfor Palestinian
rights and criticism of Israeli policies in some
quarters, there is also considerable sympathy
for Israel, particularly in the context of concerns
about terrorism and global security. Following
October 7 and the subsequent war, there have
been numerous protests and demonstrationsin
Italy related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict:
these events are mostly organised by left-wing
and pro-Palestinian groups and can include
strong anti-Zionist rhetoric, occasionally
leading to tensions with the Jewish community
in Italy, along with smaller demonstrations in
support of Israeli hostages. An analysis of the
dissemination of responses to the events of 7
October on diverse digital platforms in multiple
languages (Becker, 2024) reveals that the
ltalian corpus exhibits the lowest prevalence
of antisemitic reactions, at slightly below 10
percent, when compared to other language
communities. The core themes remain
consistent: antisemitic comments often either
exclusively blame Israel or express support
for Hamas attacks. A substantial number of
comments justify Hamas'’s actions by vilifying
Israel, using comparisons to a terrorist
state or making analogies to Nazi Germany.
Furthermore, in numerous instances, Israel’s
right to existis also denied.

However, there are cases where the
distinction  between  anti-Zionism  and
antisemitism is less clear. This is particularly
evident when criticism of Israel or Zionism
extends to generalisations about Jews, or
when Jewish communities in ltaly are targeted
in relation to Israeli policies. The Italian Jewish
community and organisations such as the
Union of Iltalian Jewish Communities (UCEI)
are careful to distinguish between legitimate
political discourse and hate speech.



7. TikTok and playful activism

TikTok, a video-sharing platform founded by
Chineseentrepreneursin2017,hasexperienced
a rapid growth in popularity, becoming the fifth
most used social media application globally. As
of August 2024, TikTok had 1.04 billion active
usersin 160 countries, including more than 148
million in the United States alone. Furthermore,
69.3% of these users are between the ages of
18 and 34 (Demandsage, 2024). The pervasive
adoption of TikTok has promptly given rise to
concernsregardingits geopoliticalimplications,
particularly in light of the platform’s potential to
challenge the cultural, economic, and political
dominance of US edtech companies (Gray,
2021). Additionally, concerns have been raised
regarding the role of the platform’s algorithms
in attracting younger users and potentially
contributing to addictive behaviour (Wang &
Guo, 2023).

TikTok is primarily known for its bite-sized
video content, and its rhetorical characteristics
distinguish it from other major social media
platforms in several ways (Edwards & Gelms,
2018). Although there is a certain degree



of functional overlap between TikTok and
other social media platforms, the particular
combination of short videos, music integration,
collaborative  features and  algorithmic
discovery feeds that characterises TikTok
makes it a distinctive entity within the social
media landscape.

The rise of TikTok can be attributed to
several factors, including platform specificity
and algorithmic advantages. Some newer
social media platforms cater to specific niches
or interests, potentially attracting more
engaged and passionate audiences through
influencers (Albadri, 2023). Moreover, TikTok
uses a robust algorithm that promotes content
based on user engagement, which further
contributes to its popularity. Furthermore,
engagement is facilitated, allowing users to
gain followers more expediently (Wang & Guo,
2023). Newer platforms such as TikTok also
often face less competition than established
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. This gives users the opportunity
to differentiate themselves and gain followers
more easily.

However, TikTok has evolved from being
known for its short, entertaining videos to
becoming a powerful platform with significant
educational potential. Its distinctive format and
extensive reach make it an effective instrument
for the acquisition and dissemination of

knowledge among diverse audiences,
transforming the manner in which educational
content is consumed and shared. This has

the potential to enhance the engagement,
accessibility and relevance of learning for a
digitally-savvy generation (Carpenter et al.,
2024; Conde-Caballero et al.,, 2024).
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Another reason why TikTok has attracted
the attention of the research community is
its potential to serve as an effective platform
for digital activism (McCaughey & Ayers,
2003). TikTok’s unique algorithmic visibility
for members of different groups makes it an
ideal platform for digital activism. It enables
marginalised voices to reach a wider audience
and fosters community-driven movements
that might otherwise struggle to gain traction
in traditional media channels (Cervi & Divon,
2023). The platform’s features, such as hashtag



challenges and viral trends, have the potential
to amplify these efforts, allowing activists to
spread their messages quickly and engage with
a global audience in real time. For example, in
the pastfew years, the use of the #freepalestine
hashtag allowed young Palestinians to spread
their political messages to a youth audience
that may have had no previous interest in (and
probably no knowledge of) Palestine (Cervi &
Marin-Lladd, 2022).

Intimes of societal crisis or war, when people
use social media to share their experiences
of trauma and grief, TikTok has emerged as
an important platform for documenting and
amplifying individual grief and collective crisis
(Basch et al., 2022; Eriksson Krutrok, 2021).
By employing the concept of “playful trauma”,
creators are able to translate their personal and
collective experiences of grief, struggle, and
resilience into the local dialects of the TikTok
platform. This approach combines elements of
levityandgravity,offeringauniqueopportunityto
challenge conventional narratives surrounding
trauma (Divon & Eriksson Krutrok, 2024).

TikTok activism also includes efforts to
combat online antisemitism and foster a
positive environment within the #JewishTikTok
community in the US. Through memes, dances
and challenges, #JewishTikTok use parody and
humour as tools for socio-political advocacy,
actively challenging antisemitic stereotypes
(Divon & Ebbrecht-Hartmann, 2022) (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. The TikTok profile of jewtok, part of the broader
#lewTok community, which consists of Jewish creators
sharing content related to Jewish life, culture, and
combating antisemitism.

In this context, TikTok provides a unique
platform for Jewish creators, Holocaust
institutions and survivors (Manca et al., 2024)
to connect with younger audiences - an
engagement that is often difficult to achieve
through traditional media channels.



8. Designing and implementing a social

media campaign

This section provides a set of guidelines and
recommendations for running a social media
campaign on TikTok to combat antisemitism.
While the recommendations in this section can
be applied to any social media campaign on
antisemitism, specific subsections will provide
guidance for campaigns aimed at countering
Holocaust distortion or anti-Israel prejudice
specifically.

8.1 Objectives

To effectively combat antisemitism through
a social media campaign, it is crucial to clearly
define its objectives and adopt a strategic
approachtomaximiseimpact. By setting specific
goals, the campaign can systematically address
the complexities of antisemitism with the aim of
fostering a safer, more informed and inclusive
online space. A campaign may focus on one or
more of the following objectives:

Raise awareness: Educate the general
public about the historical development,
impact and contemporary manifestations of
antisemitism. It is important to use content
thatis both engaging and serves to highlight
facts and stories that serve to debunk myths
and stereotypes about Jewish people.

Promote understanding and tolerance:
Cultivate a culture of empathy and respect
by sharing personal stories, cultural insights
and the constructive contributions of Jewish
communities. Emphasising the importance
of diversity andinclusionin societyisacrucial
component.

Counteract misinformation: Actively identify
and correct misinformation and conspiracy
theories related to antisemitism. The use of
fact-checking resources and collaboration
with credible organisations is recommended
to ensure the dissemination of accurate
information.



Engage and mobilise communities: It is
suggestedtocreateasenseofcommunityand
solidaritybyencouragingthecreationofuser-
generated content, facilitating discussions
and involving users in campaign activities.
The use of hashtags, challenges and events
is recommended to keep audiences engaged
and involved.

Encourage reporting and support: In order
to encourage the reporting of antisemitism
and provide support to victims, it would
be beneficial to provide clear guidance
on how individuals can report antisemitic
incidents on social media platforms. It is
also recommended to promote support
networks and resources for those affected
by antisemitism.

Influence policy and platform changes:
Advocate for stronger policies against
hate speech on social media platforms.
Working with policymakers and technology
companies,itiscrucialtoimplementeffective
measures to limit the spread of antisemitic
content.

8.2 Key messages

It is important that the core messages of a
social media campaign to combat antisemitism
are clear, compelling and purposefully
designed to both educate and engage the
target audience. These messages should
resonate deeply and promote understanding
while  encouraging active participation.
Below is a selection of key messages that are
critical to achieving these goals and should
be carefully considered when developing the
campaign:

Raising awareness of the history and
impact of antisemitism. It is important to
disseminate information that challenges the
accuracy of myths and stereotypes about
Jewish communities.

Underline that any form of antisemitism is a
violation of human rights and has no place in
society. Itis also important to emphasise the
universal value of respect and equality for all
individuals, regardless of their background.

Encourage people to stand in solidarity with
Jewish communities to combat the rise of
antisemitic sentiment. Promoting messages
of unity is also a valuable tactic to emphasise
that combating antisemitism requires a
collective effort.

Provide information on procedures for
reporting antisemitic incidents on social
media and in real life. It is also important to
highlightthesupportnetworksandresources
available to those affected by antisemitism.

Provide examples of positive contributions
by Jewish individuals and communities. It
would also be beneficial to highlight cultural,
scientific and social achievements with
the aim of promoting a positive image and
understanding.

Actively counter misinformation and
conspiracy theories related to antisemitism.
This can be done through the use of reliable
sources and partnerships with respected
institutions to ensure that the information
disseminated is accurate and reliable.

Promote the value of diversity and inclusion
to build a more robust and harmonious
society. Iltisalsoimportantto emphasise how
different cultures and communities enhance
our quality of life.

8.3 Approaches

Creating a TikTok social media campaign to
combat antisemitism requires a thoughtful and
strategic use of educational methods that can
resonate with the platform’s predominantly
young and highly visual audience. This section
outlines how different approaches can be used
effectively.




8.3.1 Debunking misinformation

Debunking is the process of exposing the
falsity or inaccuracy of a claim, belief or theory.
It involves presenting evidence or logical
arguments that refute or invalidate incorrect
information. Debunkingis oftenusedin contexts
where misinformation, myths or misleading
claims are widespread, such as conspiracy
theories, pseudoscience or harmful stereotypes
(Kim & Chen, 2024). It consists of debunking
a false news story or theory by providing
evidence and explanations that demonstrate
the inaccuracy of the information. For example,
in the context of social media, debunking
antisemitic narratives might involve correcting
false historical claims, refuting stereotypes,
or providing factual data to counter harmful
misinformation. The aim is to undermine the
credibility of the false claim and replace it with
verified information.

The process of  debunking online
antisemitism myths by providing factual
corrections and clear explanations (Lhopitault,
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2020), for example addressing historical
inaccuracies or false claims about Jews (ENAR,
2015), is crucial in combating the spread of
false narratives that can quickly gain traction
online, particularly on platforms such as
TikTok. TikTok's format of short, engaging
videos makes it particularly suited to providing
debunking information in a way that is both
effective and accessible to a wide audience.

In the context of TikTok, debunking can take
a number of different forms. Creators can use
simplefact-checking videos where they directly
addressaspecificmyth orconspiracytheoryand
provideclearandconciseinformationtorefuteit.
For example, a common antisemitic conspiracy
theory can be addressed with a concise video
presentation that includes historical evidence,
testimony and statistical data in a 60-second
timeframeorless. Thisensuresthatthemessage
is easy to consume and share, in keeping with
the fast pace of the platform. In addition, using
features such as text overlays, split-screen
comparisonsandinfographicshelpstocondense
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complex information into more understandable
and memorable units. For example, an author
might use a side-by-side comparison to refute a
historical inaccuracy. This involves juxtaposing
authentic historical records with the incorrect
assertion, making the correction both visually
obvious and convincing.

Another advantage of TikTok for debunking
purposes is its potential for virality. Should
a debunking video prove to be an effective
communication tool, it has the potential to
spread rapidly across the platform, reaching a
largeaudience.Videosthatgeneratediscussion,
whether through comments or Duets, can be
given greater visibility, encouraging a broader
conversation around the topic and allowing
the debunking to reach a wider audience. In
addition, the community-driven nature of the
platform allows creators to capitalise on trends
and popular formats to enhance the relatable
and engaging nature of debunking content. For
example, a creator can use a popular meme
formatoraTikTokchallengeto presentadebunk
in a way thatis both familiar and entertaining to
the audience, increasing the likelihood that the
message will be received and shared.

8.3.2 Counter-speech

Counter-speech, i.e. direct responses to
hate speech, has become an important tool to
combatthegrowingamountofhateonline while
avoiding censorship (Bromell, 2022). Counter-
speech is the act of directly addressing and
refuting hate speech by presenting alternative
narratives and challenging antisemitic ideas.
It refers to a direct and active response to hate
speech, misinformationoroffensivecontentwith
the intention of providing counter-arguments,
changing the tone of the conversation and
promoting a more inclusive and constructive
narrative (e.g. responding to a racist post with
arguments that promote inclusion and explain
the value of cultural diversity). Counter-speech

by credible, capable and willingactorscanbean
effective way to prevent antisemitic narratives
on social media®? (Ozalp et al., 2020).

On TikTok, counter-speech can manifest
itself in a variety of ways, including videos
that challenge myths and stereotypes, provide
factual information, or share personal stories
that humanise those targeted by antisemitism.
The visual and engaging nature of TikTok
content allows creators to construct engaging
and concise messages that evoke an emotional
response from viewers.

As one of the crucial elements of counter-
speechonTikTokisitsabilitytogoviral, counter-
speech videos can quickly gain significant
engagement, with thousands or even millions
of users sharing, liking and commenting on
them. This not only amplifies the reach of the
counter-narrative, but also fosters a community
of like-minded individuals empowered to
speak out against hate speech. They may feel
encouraged to participate, support each other,
and collectively speak out against harmful
content, thus creating a positive feedback loop
of engagement and activism.

In addition, TikTok’s Duet and Stitch features
allow users to directly engage with antisemitic
content by adding their own comment or
rebuttal in a timely and striking manner. This
interactive element allows counter-speech to
be a dynamic and evolving conversation rather
than a one-way message. It also encourages
users to participate in the discourse, thereby
increasing theimpact of counter-speech efforts.

32 INAC (https://www.inach.net/) offers free online
training to help individuals become more critical
consumers of news and media. The program (https:/
counterspeech.inach.net/training/) provides tools to
identify hate speech, understand its dangers, and offers
effective strategies for engaging in counter-speech.
Through this training, participants can enhance their
media literacy and actively combat misinformation and
harmful rhetoric in digital spaces.


https://www.inach.net/

In essence, effective
counter-speech
on TikTok should
leverage the strengths
oftheplatform,namely
its visual appeal,
interactive  features
and viral potential, to
create a robust and
responsive  strategy
against antisemitism.
By directly challenging

harmful ideas in
an accessible and
engaging way,
counter-speech  can
play a crucial role
in  educating and
mobilising a broad

Figure 8.
counter-speech video.
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8.3.3 Deconstructing narratives

In contrast to the previous two approaches,
narrative deconstruction is a process that aims
to analyse, dismantle and reveal the underlying
structures and mechanisms of a narrative, often
to expose its biases, distortions or ideological
implications. This approach focuses on how
a story or narrative is constructed and what
messages, values or ideologies it conveys,
highlighting elements that may be hidden
or taken for granted (Hall, 1997). The aim of
deconstructing narratives is to reveal how they
are constructed to influence public opinion
or promote particular interests, highlighting
rhetoricalmechanisms,symbolsandideological
subtexts.

In any effort to dismantle antisemitic
narratives, deconstruction involves the
dissection of such narratives in order to
expose their underlying flaws, contradictions
and historical origins. This technique enables
audiences to engage in critical analysis of
these harmful ideas and ultimately reject
them as unfounded and misleading. By
dismantling antisemitic claims and analysing

their components, deconstruction not only
invalidates these narratives, but also provides
an instructive insight into the construction and
dissemination of such ideas (Amadeu Antonio
Stiftung, 2024).

Antisemitic narrative deconstruction is the
process of analysing antisemitic narratives
by breaking them down into their constituent
parts. This involves identifying the key claims
or assumptions inherent in these narratives,
followed by a close examination of each one
(Facing History & Ourselves, 2023) (Figure 9).

Deconstructing Antisemitic Memes

CREDIT: Racing Mistory & Qurseies

Figure 9. Screenshot of the video “Deconstructing
Antisemitic Memes” (Facing History & Ourselves), https:/
www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/deconstructing-
antisemitic-memes

For example, a common antisemitic trope
may include unsubstantiated conspiracy
theories about alleged Jewish control of global
finance, or may often use the apartheid analogy
totrigger more extreme antisemitic stereotypes
(Bolton et al,, 2023). Deconstructing these
narratives would involve examining the
historical context of these conspiracy theories,
tracing their origins to specific events or
publications, and highlighting how they have
been refuted by credible sources over time.
By exposing the lack of evidence and the use
of stereotypes, deconstruction highlights the
inherent flaws in the narrative.
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Another crucial element of deconstruction
is the identification of contradictions within
antisemitic narratives. A significant number
of such narratives are based on illogical or
self-contradictory concepts which, on closer
examination, are found to be untenable.
For example, antisemitic rhetoric may
simultaneously portray Jews as both weak and
all-powerful, or as both capitalist oppressors
and communist subversives. The process
of deconstruction enables the audience to
perceive the internal contradictions inherent
in these narratives and to see that they are
mutually exclusive.

Deconstruction also involves tracing
the provenance of antisemitic narratives in
order to gain insight into their historical and
ideological roots. A significant number of
antisemitic ideas have been perpetuated
over centuries, often originating in particular
political, religious or social contexts that are
no longer relevant or have been discredited.
By tracing these narratives back to their
sources, such as medieval propaganda, 19th
century pseudoscience or Nazi ideology,
deconstruction reveals how these ideas have
been artificially constructed and maintained
over time. This historical perspective enables
audiences to understand that antisemitic
narratives are not immutable truths, but rather
the consequence of historical forces that can
and should be contested.

In the context of social media platforms
such as TikTok, creators can use a series of
short videos to methodically dismantle an
antisemitic narrative, with each video focusing
on a particular aspect of the narrative’s flaws,
contradictions or origins. For example, one
video might expose the fallacy of a particular
myth, another might examine the historical
context in which the myth originated, and a
third might identify the logical inconsistencies
inherent in the narrative. By breaking
the deconstruction process into discrete
units, creators make it easier for viewers
to understand and retain the information
presented.

The use of infographics, text overlays
and visual comparisons can help to simplify
complex ideas, thereby facilitating the
deconstruction process for a wider audience.
For example, a creator might use a visual
timeline to trace the evolution of an antisemitic
trope, illustrating its adaptations and
reinterpretations across different historical
periods. In addition, the deconstruction process
can be interactive, inviting viewers to engage
with the material in a participatory way,
encouraging their audience to question the
narratives they encounter and equipping them
with the tools and questions to think critically
when confronted with antisemitic content.

8.3.4 Narrative reframing

Both narrative deconstruction and narrative
reframing are approaches that aim to modify
or reveal narratives, but they do so with
different aims and methods. While the aim of
the deconstructive approach is to dismantle
existing narratives to reveal their hidden
mechanisms, prejudices and ideological
implications, the aim of narrative reframing is
to transform or restructure an existing narrative
in order to change its meaning or perspective
in a positive or more functional way towards
new goals (Binotto, 2022). Rather than taking
the narrative apart to critique it, narrative
reframing takes a story or narrative that may
be negative, distorted or limited, and changes
the angle from which it is told, highlighting
new aspects or offering a more positive or
constructive view. In this way, reframing is not
just @ means of countering harmful ideas; it is
an active process of changing the way these
ideas are perceived, encouraging audiences to
think critically and empathetically about the
issues at hand (Félix, 2023).

A common antisemitic narrative portrays
Jews as a group that holds economic power and
acts in the shadows to harm others, using false
myths such as the “World Jewish conspiracy”
or “Financial manipulation”. Reframing this
narrative could transform this negative history
into one that highlights the positive historical



and cultural contributions of the Jewish
community, for example by recounting the
long history of Jewish resilience in the face of
persecution and discrimination, while making
fundamental contributions to science, culture,
the arts and politics. One could also reframe
the idea of “Economic power” by highlighting
how Jewish participation in the economy has
historically often been restricted and regulated,
and how many Jews have contributed to
the well-being of communities through
entrepreneurship, philanthropy and innovation
in times of need. The focus therefore shifts
from the idea of “control” to a narrative that
values inclusion, collaboration and innovation.
The new narrative could focus on the idea that
the Jewish community, like other minorities,
has shown an extraordinary capacity to adapt
and contribute to many societies. Jews are
not “outsiders” but an integral part of the
cultural and social fabric of nations, making
essential contributions in many fields, from
science to the arts, from philosophy to politics.
For example, many Jews have promoted
movements for social justice, human rights and
peaceful coexistence. Rather than being seen
as a threat, the Jewish community is seen as a
valuable and integrated part of society whose
contributions have enriched global culture.
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Another crucial element of reframing is the
use of affirmative counter-narratives. Such
narratives serve to challenge the negative
perceptions associated with antisemitic beliefs,
while promoting a positive and affirming
perspective on Jewish identity and culture. For
example, rather than simply refuting a harmful
myth, a constructive counter-narrative might
focus on the deep cultural traditions, resilience
and contributions of Jewish communities.
For example, one could highlight how Jewish
communities have made extraordinary
contributions to many aspects of global culture,



science and philosophy. Jewish scientists such
as Albert Einstein revolutionised science,
while Jewish artists and writers such as Franz
Kafka and Marc Chagall have shaped literature
and art worldwide. In addition, Jewish values
emphasise social justice, community and
education, which have fostered vibrant cultural
traditions and a commitment to humanitarian
efforts around the world. This approach
counters the myth by shifting the focus from
a damaging stereotype (“Jews control global
finance”) to acelebration of positive, meaningful
contributions.

In the context of platforms like TikTok a
creator might choose to respond to a video
promoting an antisemitic conspiracy theory
with a Stitch that calmly points out the
inaccuracies of the theory while providing
factual, contextual information that reframes
the discussion. Reframing harmful narratives
may involve highlighting the voices and
perspectives of Jewish individuals who are
often marginalised or silenced in conventional
discourses, but who are TikTok activists. This
may involve sharing narratives of Jewish
individuals from different backgrounds
that highlight the plurality and diversity
that characterises Jewish communities, and
how these communities have responded
to challenges and contributed to society in
different ways. Or, for example, rather than
portraying Jewish individuals as perpetual
victims of antisemitism, reframing might mean
emphasising their agency, resilience and the
ways in which they have resisted oppression.
In this way, narrative reframing can correct
antisemitic distortions through a narrative that
promotes understanding, respect and a sense
of shared community.

8.3.5 Providing good examples of dialogue

Another strategy refers to the promotion of
positive dialogue as a key measure to foster
mutual understanding, empathy and respect,
particularlyinthecontextofaddressingsensitive
and complex issues such as antisemitism. The
concept of positive dialogue goes beyond the

mere exchange of opinions, as it encompasses
the creation of environments where individuals
feel safe to express their thoughts and engage
with others, even in the context of differing
perspectives (Barrett & Fry, 2005).

On social media platforms, promoting
positive dialogue and appreciative inquiry
can be particularly impactful, as it has the
potential to reach a wide and diverse audience
(Hsieh et al,, 2019). Such dialogue is essential
in combating antisemitism, as it facilitates
the humanisation of individuals who might
otherwise be reduced to harmful stereotypes.
By engaging in discourse that highlights
shared humanity and common values, creators
on TikTok can facilitate the breaking down of
barriers and reduce the appeal of antisemitic
narratives.
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On TikTok, constructive conversations
about antisemitism can be modelled and
encouraged through the interactive features
(Duet and Stitch) and community-driven
content that characterise the platform. Video
content allows creators to initiate discourse,
ask questions and encourage followers to
contribute their experiences and perspectives.
For example, a creator might post a video
addressing a common misconception about
Jewish culture or history and then encourage
viewers to contribute their thoughts or
questions or respond to a video containing
antisemitic content or misinformation by
offering corrections and insights in a calm and
respectful manner. This not only facilitates
constructive discourse, but also allows for
immediate engagement and knowledge
acquisition. By modelling constructive
engagement with such content, the creator
sets a precedent for others on how to navigate
challenging conversations without resorting to
hostility or dismissal.

Promoting “positive” dialogue can also
be achieved through collaboration between
creators from different backgrounds who work
together to create videos or series in which
each creator engages in discussions about
antisemitism, shares personal experiences, and
explores cultural similarities and differences.
TikTok’s algorithmic promotion of content that
generates engagement has the potential to
amplify the reach of these “positive” dialogue
initiatives: videos that generate meaningful
discourse are likely to be shared, commented
on and interacted with, facilitating broader
exposure and greater impact. As these
conversations gain traction, they have the
potential to influence the overall tone of
discourse on the platform, making it more
conducive to understanding and less tolerant
of hate speech, and forming ‘positive’ echo
chambers.

8.3.6 Fostering empathy through personal
narratives

Creating content that fosters empathy may
be a highly effective strategy for reducing
prejudice, as it allows viewers to emotionally
connect with the experiences of those affected
by antisemitism. The use of empathetic content
goes beyond the mere provision of information
or education, addressing the emotional and
human dimensions of these experiences and
enabling viewers to putthemselves in someone
else’s shoes (Sutcliffe, 2022). One of the most
effective ways of fostering empathy is with
personalnarrative. Whenindividualssharetheir
personal experiences of antisemitism, whether
it be discrimination at school, online targeting
or the effects of historical trauma, viewers are
invited to empathise with the challenges faced
by those affected. This type of content serves
to humanise the issue, transforming it from an
abstract conceptinto a personal and emotional
reality (Tamerin, 2020).

TikTok’s visual storytelling can play an
important role in fostering empathy using

compelling imagery, music and editing
techniques. For example, a video might
juxtapose historical footage of Jewish

persecution with contemporary images of
Jewish life, highlighting both the ongoing
impact of antisemitism and the resilience
of Jewish communities. Or a TikTok creator
might share a story about their family’s history
during the Holocaust or describe the anxiety
of confronting antisemitic hate speech in an
online environment. Such personal stories can
resonate on an emotional level, prompting
viewers to empathise with the storyteller and
reconsider any prejudices they may hold.



- @ Hi Lily and Dov, your TikTok

- is amazing - thank you. Lily.
how did it feel to get your
number in Auschwitz?

The interactive features available on TikTok,
such as Duets, Stitches and comments, allow
users to engage directly with empathetic

content, facilitating a deeper emotional
connection. The act of viewers sharing their
thoughts, experiences or emotions in response
toavideo canfacilitate adialoguethatincreases
understanding and empathy. For example,
a viewer may choose to connect a video
about antisemitism with their own account of
resisting prejudice, thereby initiating a chain
of empathetic responses that reverberate
throughout the platform. Such engagement
facilitates the formation of a community of
individuals who are not just passive consumers
of content, but active participants in the fight
against antisemitism.

8.3.7 Use of humour

Humour has historically been an effective
Jewish tool in combating antisemitism (Caplan,
2022), as it can dismantle bigotry, challenge
stereotypes and build resiliencein marginalised
communities. There is a long tradition of Jewish
comedians, such as Mel Brooks and Sarah
Silverman, using satire to exaggerate and
ridicule antisemitic tropes, making them objects
of ridicule rather than fear and exposing the
absurdity of antisemitic stereotypes (Dauber,
2023). Humour allows Jewish communities
to regain power over antisemitic narratives by
laughing at the prejudice directed at them, as it
turnsthetables on bigots by giving the targeted
group a sense of control and resilience in the
face of hate.

The humour approach is particularly suited
to TikTok’s platform, where humour is a central
element of the user experience and where
contentthatis both funny and engagingis often
shared widely. Humour can be used in a variety
of ways to discredit antisemitic narratives
(Divon & Ebbrecht-Hartmann, 2022). For
example, creators can use satire or parody to
highlight and mock the absurdity of antisemitic
conspiracy theories, highlighting the irrational
and unfounded nature of such ideas. A TikTok
video might take a common antisemitic trope
and pushitto such an extreme thatits absurdity
is obvious to any viewer. Or it might mimic the
format of a conspiracy theory video, ending




with an unexpected twist that highlights the
implausibility of the theory being promoted.
This technigue not only provides entertainment
value, but also encourages critical thinking
about the content being consumed, thereby
fostering a more sceptical and
audience.

informed

The use of humour can also facilitate the
reclaiming of power by Jewish communities in
relation to antisemitic narratives. This provides
a distinctive platform for Jewish creators,
Holocaust institutions and survivors to connect
with younger audiences, a goal that is more
difficult to achieve through traditional media.

Finally, the use of humour can facilitate the
formation of solidarity and community among
those who oppose antisemitism, inspiring a
trend or challenge that encourages others
to create their own content in a similar vein,
thereby amplifying the impact of the original
video andfacilitatingthe spread of the message.
In addition, the use of humour can facilitate the
exploration of challenging or sensitive issues
in a more accessible and approachable way. As
discussions around antisemitism can be difficult
and distressing, the use of humour allows
creators to address these issues in a way that is
accessible and less intimidating, especially for
young viewers.

8.3.8 Influencer partnerships

Harnessing the influence of popular creators
is a highly effective strategy for spreading
positive messages to a wider audience,
especially in the digital age, where influencers
have become key figures in shaping public
opinion and instigating social change (Guinez-
Cabrera & Mansilla-Obando, 2022; Hartung
et al,, 2023). Popular creators, who often have
large followings on social media platforms
such as TikTok, YouTube, Instagram and others,
have considerable influence in amplifying
messages and trends. By forming alliances with
these creators, campaigns seeking to combat
antisemitism or promote understanding can
extendtheirreachtoamuch wideraudience and
thus have a greater impact in the fight against
hate and prejudice.

The reason why this type of partnership
is important is that influencers have already
established trust and credibility with their
audiences: followers of these creators often
develop a personal connection with them,



seeing them not just as entertainers or content
producers,butasindividualswithwhomtheycan
identify and whose opinions and perspectives
they value. When a popular creator makes a
statement against antisemitism or in support of
a message of inclusivity, their audience is more
likely to listen, engage and be influenced by the
message.
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In addition, popular creators can reach
audiences that might not otherwise be
exposed to educational or advocacy content.
A significant proportion of social media users
access the platform for entertainment and
social interaction, rather than for educational
content. By incorporating positive messages
into their regular content, creators can facilitate
the introduction of these important issues
to their audiences in a way that feels natural
and engaging. For example, a TikTok creator
whose content is primarily focused on comedy
or lifestyle topics could incorporate messages
about combating antisemitism in a way that is
both humorous and relatable. The interactive
nature of TikTok also allows audiences to
engage in meaningful discourse, using features
such as Q&A, live streams and comments to
explaintheimportanceofresistingantisemitism,
respond to queries and share personal stories
or experiences.

Popular creators can facilitate the spread of
constructive messages through collaborative
initiatives. By forming alliances with other
creators, organisations or  campaigns,
influencers can increase the scale of their
impact and promote a more unified response
to antisemitism and other forms of hate. For
example, a collective of prominent TikTok
creators could work together to produce a
series of videos that showcase Jewish history,
refute antisemitic stereotypes, or promote
cultural understanding. Such collaborations
can leverage the collective reach of multiple
influencers, ensuring that the message reaches
a significant number of people.

8.3.9 Media literacy

Media literacy is a vital tool in the fight
against antisemitism, as it enables individuals
to critically evaluate and challenge harmful
narratives, disinformation, and stereotypes
that perpetuate prejudice (Hwang et al., 2021).
It provides individuals with the tools to critically
assess and challenge antisemitisminits various
forms, thereby promoting informed dialogue,
resisting harmful content, and fostering a more



respectful and inclusive society. Media literacy
is of pivotal importance in the identification
of  misinformation and  disinformation
disseminated online, on social media, and even
in traditional media. It is also instrumental
in challenging stereotypes, resisting online
hate and radicalisation (RAN, 2022; UNESCO
& OSCE, 2018), promoting critical thinking,
supporting positive narratives, and engaging
with media creators.

While general approaches to media literacy
on social media have addressed social media
skills that are cross-cutting across different
social media and those that are specific to
a particular social media platform (Manca
et al.,, 2021), social media literacy against
antisemitism means helping individuals to
recognise, challenge and counter antisemitic
content on online platforms.

The aim of social media antisemitism literacy
is to teach users how to identify subtle and
overtforms of antisemitism, which can manifest
as coded language, symbols or seemingly
innocent jokes, such as antisemitic conspiracies
about global control or hidden influence, often
spread under the guise of political commentary
or “alternative facts”. One of the main aims is
to teach viewers how to identify bias in the
information they encounter, which can manifest
itself in several ways, including the selective
presentation of facts, the use of loaded
language or the framing of a story in a way that
promotes a particular agenda. For example,
an antisemitic narrative may distort historical
events to denigrate Jewish people, or it may use
stereotypes to reinforce negative perceptions.
By educating viewers on how to identify these
biases, creators can help them to recognise the
manipulative tactics used to spread antisemitic
narratives.

Decoding Propaganda:
Empowering Critical Thinking
through Media Literacy...

Empaower students to identify, analyze and
critique propaganda through the use of
critical media literacy skills. This dynamic,
zelf-paced course is designed to enhance
classroom learning with resources and. .
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Understanding algorithmic amplification is
another aim of social media literacy, which aims
to help users understand how these algorithms
work and makethem aware of the waysin which
platforms can inadvertently fuel the spread of
hate. This knowledge empowers users to be
more selective about the content they engage
with, helping to reduce the reach of antisemitic
material. Platforms such as YouTube or TikTok
use algorithms that recommend videos or posts
based on what users have previously watched
or interacted with. If someone watches a video
that promotes antisemitic conspiracy theories,
the algorithm may suggest more videos with
similar content, increasing their exposure to
hate. By being aware of this, a social media
literate user can avoid engaging with harmful
content (e.g. not liking, commenting on, or
watching to the end of antisemitic videos) and
instead seek outand interact with more positive
or educational material. This conscious choice
can disrupt the algorithmic recommendation
system, reducing the likelihood that antisemitic
content will be further promoted and spread to
others.

Another crucial element of media literacy
is to instruct the audience to check the truth of
the sources from which information is derived.
Antisemitic narratives oftenrely on sources that
are either unreliable or completely fabricated,
including fake news websites, doctored
images and conspiracy theories. Those who
have received media literacy training will be
equipped with the knowledge and skills to
check information against reliable sources,
identify quotes and assess the credentials of
those presenting the information. For example,
a TikTok video could guide viewers through the
process of fact-checking a piece of information,
demonstrating how to use reputable fact-
checking websites, how to trace information
back to its original source, and how to assess
the reliability of that source.

In addition, teaching critical media literacy
encourages viewers to engage with information
in @ more active way, rather than passively
consuming it. Such active engagement is

crucial in countering the spread of antisemitic
narratives, as it fosters a disposition of
questioning and critical thinking, rather than
one of acquiescence and conformity. Those who
have received media literacy training are more
likely to inquire about the identity of the creator
of the contentin question. They mightask about
the purpose behind the message and whether
there is evidence to support the claim. By
fostering this habit of inquiry, creators facilitate
the development of a more resilient audience,
onethatis less susceptible to manipulation and
more capable of making informed judgements.

In the context of TikTok, this type of
educational content can be made engaging
and interactive. For example, creators can use
quizzes, interactive challenges or step-by-step
tutorials to facilitate the acquisition of critical
media literacy skills. Such formats not only
make the content more appealing to a younger
demographic, but also facilitate the practical
application ofthe skills beingtaughtinrealtime.

8.4 Educational and communication
strategies

ToeffectivelycombatantisemitismonTikTok,
a well-planned and strategic approach is
essential. Thisrequiresthe implementation of a
seriesoftargetedstrategiesdesignedtoengage,
educateandempowerTikTok’sdiverseandactive
audience.Byfocusingonthesekeyareas,thegoal
is twofold: to raise awareness of antisemitism
and to foster a deeper understanding and
positive impact within the community. These
strategies challenge and dismantle harmful
stereotypes, debunk myths and counter hate
speech, while promoting a culture of respect,
empathy and inclusion. Through thoughtful
content creation, educational initiatives and
community engagement, these efforts can
help build a more informed and compassionate
online environment. It is particularly important
to engage young people through on-trend
content and challenges that capture their
attention, incorporate educational messages



in an edutaining and relatable way, and use
influencers who resonate with this age group.
The following is a selection of potential
strategies that should be carefully considered
when developing the campaign:

Develop engaging content: Create short,
engaging videos that combine educational
content with compelling visuals, music and
storytelling. Use humour, empathy and
real-life examples to create an emotional
connection with the audience.

Create educational series: Develop a series
of educational videos that provide historical
context, highlight the contributions of Jewish
communities, and debunk common myths
and stereotypes. Consistency in the release
of this series can keep audiences engaged.

Interactive content: Use TikTok’s interactive
features such as polls and surveys to
engage audiences in discussions about their
perceptions and knowledge of antisemitism;
Q&A sessions with historians, educators
or influencers discussing antisemitism and
answering questions from the audience
and interactions using a specific hashtag;
and live streams of experts, influencers and
community leaders discussing antisemitism
and how to combat it to engage directly
with audiences. This can foster a sense of
community and provide a platform for open
discussion.

User-generated content: Encourage
followers to create and share their own
content related to the campaign. User-
generated content can increase engagement
and make the campaign more relevant and
widespread.

Storytelling: Share personal stories of people
who have experienced antisemitism and
those who have stood up againstit. Personal
stories can be powerful in creating empathy
and understanding.

Highlightpositiverolemodels:Featurestories
and achievements of Jewish individuals in
variousfieldstocounternegative stereotypes

and showcase positive contributions to
society in various fields such as science,
arts, politics and sports. This may include
highlighting Jewish holidays, traditions and
cultural practices to educate and celebrate
Jewish culture.

Use hashtags and challenges: Create unique
hashtagsandviralchallengesthatencourage
users to participate and spread awareness
about antisemitism. Examples include
#StandAgainstHate or #EndAntisemitism.

Partnering  with organisations: Work
with Jewish organisations, educational
institutions and other anti-hate groups to
create contentthathighlightstheimportance
of intersectionality and solidarity between
different communities. Joint initiatives can
also bring in different perspectives and
resources.

Work with influencers: Work with popular
TikTok influencers who can share your
message with their large follower base.
Choose influencers who are known for their
credibility and positive influence on younger
audiences.

Awareness days and events: Align the
campaign with significant dates such as
Holocaust Remembrance Day or other
relevant observances to generate broader
conversations and increase visibility.

8.5 Indications to counter Holocaust
denial and distortion

Combating Holocaust denial and distortion
on TikTok requires the implementation
of targeted strategies that can effectively
counter misinformation, educate viewers, and
promote accurate Holocaust remembrance.
The following section outlines several specific
approaches and techniques that can be used to
combat Holocaust distortion.



8.5.1 Providing educational content on the
Holocaust

One of the most effective ways to combat
Holocaust distortion is to implement proactive
educationalinitiativesthatdisseminateaccurate
information about the Holocaust. This can be
done through the following techniques:

Fact-based explainers: Create concise
videos that present a factual account of the
Holocaust, includingits causes, the sequence
of events, the victims’ experiences and
the aftermath. Use historical photographs
(avoiding graphic content), archival footage
andsurvivortestimonytoenhancetheimpact
of the content.

Historical timelines: Create a series of videos
that take viewers through the chronology of
the Holocaust, highlighting key events such
as Kristallnacht, the creation of ghettos,
mass deportations and the liberation of
concentration camps.

Survivor testimonies: Create clips or re-
enactments of Holocaust survivors’ stories in
collaboration with organisations thatarchive
survivor testimonies or use available public
domain material to ensure that these voices
are heard and respected.

8.5.2 Debunking Holocaust denial and
distortion

Holocaust denial and distortion often involve
the misrepresentation or trivialisation of the
historical facts surrounding the Holocaust. It
is therefore important to directly address and
rebut these distortions, which can be done in
the following ways:

Myth vs. fact: Produce videos that directly
confront common distortions, such as claims
that the Holocaust was exaggerated or that
certain aspects were fabricated. Use clear,
evidence-based rebuttals to refute these
falsehoods.

Counter distorted narratives: Address
specific instances of Holocaust distortion,
such as minimising the number of victims or
misrepresenting the roles of different actors,
for example, correcting the narrative when
people claim that the Nazis were solely
responsible and omit the complicity of other
groups.

Respondtodenialcontent: Use TikTok’s Duet
or Stitch feature to respond directly to videos
that promote Holocaust denial or distortion
by providing immediate factual corrections.

8.5.3 Humanizing the Holocaust

The act of personalising the Holocaust by
focusing on individual stories, which can have
the effect of preventing the distortion of the
truth, can be done in the following ways:

Victim and survivor profiles: Share stories
of specific Holocaust victims and survivors,
focusingontheirlives before,during and after
the Holocaust. Humanising the victims helps
to counter attempts to minimise or trivialise
the event.

Family stories: Encourage usersto sharetheir
family histories related to the Holocaust,
creating a community of remembrance and
reinforcingthepersonalimpactofthetragedy.

Resilience and hope: While not shying
away from the horrors, highlight stories of
resilience, survival and rebuilding. This can
counter narratives that seek to diminish the
significance of the Holocaust.

8.5.4 Using the voices of survivors and
professionals

The use of the voices of Holocaust survivors,
historians and experts, which can lend a sense
of authority and authenticity to the content, can
be done in the following ways:



Collaborationwithsurvivors:Wherepossible,
collaborate with Holocaust survivors to
create content and allow them to tell their
stories directly.

Expert interviews: Include interviews or
quotes from historians and scholars who
specialise in Holocaust studies. These
experts can provide deeper insights and
debunk complex myths in an authoritative
way.

Virtual panels and discussions: Host virtual
panels or discussions with experts on TikTok
Live, allowing viewers to ask questions and
engage directly with credible sources.

8.5.5 Promoting Holocaust remembrance

Promoting remembrance of the Holocaust
can help to preserve the memory of this event
and prevent it from being distorted, as in the
following cases:

Commemorative events: Create content
around Holocaust commemoration
days, such as International Holocaust
Remembrance Day (27 January), Yom
HaShoah, or the anniversary of significant
eventssuch asthe liberation of concentration
camps.

Memorials and museums: Highlight the
work of Holocaust memorials and museums
and encourage viewers to visit these places
or explore their virtual offerings. This can
be done through virtual tours, highlighting
specific exhibits or sharing educational
resources.

Historical sites: Where possible, feature
content from Holocaust-related historical
sites that provide a tangible connection to
the events and emphasise the importance of
remembrance.

8.5.6 Using humour to expose the
irrationality of distortion

Whiletheuse of humourmustbeapproached
with caution, it can serve as an effective means
of challenging and exposing the absurdities
associated with Holocaust distortion, such as
in:

Satirical content: Create videos that mock
Holocaust distortion by exaggerating
their absurdity. For example, a video could
humorously show how distorted claims
contradict well-documented historical facts.

Irony and sarcasm: Use irony to highlight
the fallacy of certain denialist arguments,
making it clear that these views are not only
wrong, but also logically inconsistent.

Meme culture: Use popular meme formats
to mock Holocaust distortion, making it clear
that such views are not only wrong, but also
socially unacceptable.

8.5.7 Highlighting legal and social
consequences

Discussingthelegalandsocialconsequences
of Holocaust denial and distortion can act as
a deterrent to those who might otherwise
be inclined to disseminate such views, by
emphasising the following:

Legal implications: Highlight the fact that
Holocaust denial is illegal in many countries
and explain why these laws exist. This can
include short clips explaining specific legal
cases where denial or distortion has been
prosecuted.

Social consequences: Show how Holocaust
denial and distortion leads to social
ostracism, loss of credibility, and damage
to the families and communities of victims.
This can be highlighted through case studies
of individuals or groups who have faced
backlash for promoting distorted views.



Community responses: Share examples
of how communities and organisations
have responded to Holocaust distortion,
such as through educational programmes,
memorials, and public condemnation.

8.5.8 Addressing Holocaust trivialisation

Addressing  trivialisation, which  can
be defined as the act of making light of or
inappropriately using the Holocaust, often in
the form of memes or casual comparisons, can
be done in the following ways:

Address inappropriate comparisons: Create
videos that explain why it's harmful to
make casual comparisons to the Holocaust
in debates or discussions about unrelated
issues. This could include debunking
phrases such as “Holocaust analogies” that
are used inappropriately.

Respectful language campaigns: Promote
respectful language when discussing the
Holocaust, encouraging users to think twice
before using the event in jokes, memes or
exaggerations.

Highlight the consequences of trivialisation:
Show examples of how trivialisation
diminishes the memory of victims and can
contribute to a wider societal desensitisation
to hatred and violence.

8.5.9 Promoting community reporting and
accountability

TheTikTokcommunity shouldbeempowered
to reportand resist distortions of the Holocaust
in order to maintain a respectful and inclusive
platform. This can be achieved through the
following methods:

Reporting guides: Create a step-by-step
guide on how to report content on TikTok
that distorts the Holocaust and explain the
importance of the community’s vigilance.
Community accountability initiatives:
Encourage users to call out distortion when

they see it, and support content creators
who provide accurate information about the
Holocaust.

Positive reinforcement: Highlightand reward
users who contribute positively to the
discourse, for example by shout-outs or by
featuring their content in your own videos.
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8.5.10 Promoting critical thinking and media
literacy

Encouraging critical thinking skills can help
viewersrecogniseandrejectdistortednarratives
about the Holocaust. This can be done in the
following ways:

Spotting misinformation: Create content
that teaches viewers how to identify signs
of Holocaust distortion, such as sources that
lack credible evidence, use biased language,
or ignore established historical consensus.
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Analysing propaganda: Explain how
Holocaust denial and distortion often
stem from propaganda techniques used
during and after World War |l. Break down
examples of such propaganda to show how
it distorts facts and manipulates emotions.

Interactive challenges: Create challenges
that require viewers to research and
present accurate information about the
Holocaust, encouraging active learning and
engagement.

8.6 Indications to fight anti-Israel
prejudices

Tackling anti-Zionism on a platform Llike
TikTok requires a nuanced and thoughtful
approach, as the issue touches on deeply
held political and ideological beliefs. Below,
we outline some targeted strategies and
educational techniques that can be used to
address anti-Zionism.

8.6.1 Clarification of terms and concepts

One of the greatest challenges in tackling
anti-Zionism is the confusion or deliberate
conflation of anti-Zionism, antisemitism and
legitimate criticism of Israeli government
policies. In order to clarify terms and concepts,
itis advisable to focus on:

Educational videos: Create content that
clearly defines and distinguishes between
Zionism, anti-Zionism, antisemitism and
criticism of Israel. Short explanatory videos
using simple language and visuals can help
unpack these concepts.

Infographics and text overlays: Use TikTok’s
textfeaturesto create engaginginfographics
that break down complex terms into
easy-to-understand pieces. This can be
done in a “myth vs. fact” format to clarify
misconceptions.

Collaborate with experts: Work with
historians, scientists or educators who can
provide authoritative explanations of these
terms and help ground the conversation in
factual information.

8.6.2 Addressing common misconceptions
and myths

Anti-Zionism is often based on
misconceptions and myths that require direct
confrontationandrefutation. Inordertoaddress
these, the following actions are suggested:

Myth-busting series: Develop a series
of short videos that address and debunk
common anti-Zionist myths, such as theidea
that Zionism is inherently racist or that Israel
was founded solely through expulsion.

Interactive Q&A: Use TikTok’s Q&A feature
to invite followers to ask questions about
Zionism and then provide clear, factual
answers that address their concerns and
correct any misinformation.

Counter-examples: Provide examples of
Zionist initiatives and individuals who have
worked for peace and coexistence, showing
that Zionism is not monolithic and can
include a variety of perspectives and goals.

8.6.3 Deconstructing anti-Zionist narratives

Anti-Zionist rhetoric often contains historical
inaccuracies, distorted narratives or biased
interpretations of events. Deconstructing
these narratives can help viewers identify
misinformation in the following ways:

Historical context. Produce videos that
provide a historical context for the creation
of Israel and the Zionist movement,
highlighting its origins, the diversity within
Zionism and its connection to Jewish self-
determination.



Narrative analysis: Break down specific anti-
Zionist arguments by examining their logical
flaws, historical inaccuracies or ideological
biases. Thiscouldincludevideosthatanalyse
common tropes, such as equating Zionism
with colonialism, and provide counterpoints
based on history and international law.

Use of primary sources: Share quotes,
documents and footage of key historical
figures and events to provide an accurate
historical record that challenges anti-Zionist
claims.

8.6.4 Promoting positive Zionist narratives

Disseminating positive narratives and
examples that illustrate the multifaceted and
diverse nature of Zionismis an effective strategy
for countering anti-Zionism, which can be done
in the following ways:

Spotlight series: Create a series that
tells the stories of leaders, thinkers and
everyday people who represent the diversity
within Zionism, including those who have
contributed to peace, coexistence and
innovation.

Cultural representation: Highlight the
cultural and religious significance of Israel
to Jewish identity worldwide, emphasising
that Zionism is an expression of Jewish self-
determination and survival.

Personal stories: Share personal stories of
Jewish individuals describing what Zionism
means to them, focusing on themes of
identity, connection to the land and the
pursuit of peace.

8.6.5 Encouraging constructive dialogue

It is important to encourage constructive
dialogue as a method of countering the often-
polarising nature of discussions about Zionism.
This can be done in the following ways:

Model dialogue: Create content that
models how to have respectful, informed
conversations about Zionism and Israel.

This could include role-playing scenarios
in which someone encounters anti-Zionist
rhetoric and responds thoughtfully.

Collaborative discussions: Work with
creators who have different perspectives on
Zionism to engage in civil discussions that
candemonstrate how to discuss theseissues
without resorting to hate or misinformation.

Live debates and panels: Host live debates
or panels with knowledgeable people from
different backgrounds to explore Zionism in
depth, show the complexity of the issue and
encourage viewers to think critically.

8.6.6 Highlighting peace initiatives and
coexistence

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is often
framed in a zero-sum way by those with an
anti-Zionist perspective. Presenting initiatives
aimed at promoting peace and coexistence can
serve to counter this narrative, for example in
the following ways:

Peacestories:Sharestoriesofpeaceinitiatives,
jointJewish-Arab projectsand othereffortsin
Israeland Palestinethatpromote coexistence
and mutual understanding. These examples
can help dispel the notion that Zionism and
peace are incompatible.

Humanise both sides: Include content that
humanises people on both sides of the
conflict, emphasising common goals and
shared humanity, rather than focusing solely
on the political or ideological aspects.

Focus on solutions: Create videos that
discuss possible solutionstothe conflictfrom
a Zionist perspective, showing that support
for Zionism does not exclude advocacy for
peace, justice and human rights.




8.6.7 Addressing intersectionality and
building coalitions

Anti-Zionism is often intertwined with other
social justice movements, and it is important to
address this intersectionality in a thoughtful
way, for example, in the following ways:

Intersectionality education: Create content
that explores how Zionism intersects with
other issues such as anti-racism, LGBTQ+
rights and feminism. Show how Zionism
can be compatible with other progressive
values.

Build coalitions: Work with leaders and
activists from other movements that are
allies of Zionism, demonstrating that support
for Israel and Jewish self-determination can
coexist with broader social justice goals.

Solidarity campaigns: Launch campaigns
that emphasise solidarity between Jewish
communities and other marginalised groups,
demonstrating that Zionism is not opposed
to the rights of others.

8.6.8 Combating anti-Zionism through art
and creativity

The use of art and creative expression
can serve as a powerful tool to reframe the
discourse on Zionism. These are possible ways
of using the arts:

Artisticexpression:Use art, musicand poetry
to express the positive aspects of Zionism,
Jewish identity and connection to the Land
of Israel. Artistic content can communicate in
a way that goes beyond rational debate.

Cultural celebrations: Celebrate Jewish
holidays, traditions and cultural practices
associated with Zionism and present these
expressions as part of a rich, vibrant culture
rather than as a political statement.

Collaborative creative projects: Encourage
users to participate in creative challenges
that express their personal connection to
Zionism, Israel or Jewish identity, creating a
collective positive narrative.




9. Multimodal content strategy. Technical

guidelines

Creating educational content on TikTok
about sensitive topics such as lIsrael, the
Holocaust, antisemitism and Jewish culture
requires a thoughtful approach that combines
care, sensitivity and strategic planning. This
section offers practical advice based on best
practices observed in engaging profiles, as
well as guidance on what to avoid to maintain
a respectful and effective message. It also
providesinsightsintothecarefuluseoflanguage
to ensure clarity and cultural sensitivity.

Creating effective contenton TikTok requires
a thorough understanding of the platform’s
unique multimodal structure, which integrates
video, sound, text and interactive elements. To
besuccessful,contentcreatorsneedtoestablish
clear guidelines to guide both the design and
delivery of their message. This process starts
withaligningthe campaign’sobjectives withthe
audience’s interests, ensuring that the content
resonates with viewers and remains relevant.

A critical component of this strategy
is selecting the appropriate video format,
whether short clips, storytelling sequences
or looping visuals, to best suit the message.
Equally important is the choice of music or
sound effects, as these elements set the
emotional tone of the content, while linking to
TikTok trends or popular sounds that increase
audience engagement.

In addition to audio and video elements,
the thoughtful use of special effects, including
filters, transitions and augmented reality
features, can enhance the visual appeal and
make content more distinctive. However, these
effects should support the core message rather
than distract from it. Finally, the inclusion of a
clear and compelling call to action is critical to
driving engagement, encouraging viewers to
interact, share and participate in the campaign
in a meaningful way.

By mastering these multimodal elements
and approaching sensitive topics with care and
intention, content creators can produce TikTok
videos that not only capture attention, but also
communicate the intended message effectively
and respectfully, achieving meaningful and
impactful results.

9.1 Recommendations
9.1.1 Create compelling content

Hook the viewer early: Grab their attention
within the first few seconds with a strong
hook, whether it's a provocative question, an
intriguing fact, or a visually stunning image.

Be authentic: Share real stories and
experiences to build trust and connection.

Use visuals and music: High-quality visuals
and trendy music can make your content
more engaging and shareable.



Create infographics and slideshow: Create 9.1.4 Leverage challenges and trends
visually appealing infographics and
slideshow videos that educate viewers on
key points about antisemitism and Jewish

history.

Create challenges: Launch engaging
challenges that encourage users to create
and share their own content related to your
campaign. Use a unique hashtag to track
Animated explainers: Develop short, participation.
animated explainer videos that break down
complex topics related to antisemitism in an

accessible and engaging way

Participate in trends: Incorporate current
TikTok trends and memes into your content
to increase visibility and relevance.

9.1.2 Manage interaction with User-

Generated content 9.1.5 Choose consistency and frequency

Feature user content: Highlight the best us-
er-generated content on your account. This
not only builds community but also moti-
vates others to participate.

Duets and reactions: Encourage followers to
Duet or react to your videos, creating a more
interactive experience.

Branded hashtags: Challenge your audi-
ence to share videos showing how they
stand against antisemitism, using a branded
hashtag.

Weekly Q&A sessions: Host live Q&A ses-
sions every week where followers can ask
questions about antisemitism, Jewish cul-
ture, or the campaign itself.

9.1.3 Engage in comments

Respond to comments: Actively engage with
comments on your videos by responding to
questions and thanking viewers for their
support.

Pin Important Comments: Pin insightful or
important comments to the top of your com-
ment section to highlight key messages or
discussions.

Series format: Create a series of videos on a
particular theme or topic. This encourages
viewers to follow along and engage with
each installment.

Regular posting: Maintain a consistent
posting schedule to keep your audience
engaged and coming back for more.

9.1.6 Show the behind-the-scenes content

Team introductions: Introduce the team
behind the campaign to humanise the effort
and build a connection with your audience.

Show the process: Share behind-the-scenes
content to give your audience a glimpse
into the making of your campaign. This can
make your campaign feel more personal and
relatable.

9.1.7 Use analytics and feedback

Monitor analytics: Use TikTok’s analytics
tools to track the performance of your
videos. Pay attention to metrics like views,
likes, shares, and comments to understand
what resonates with your audience.

Adapt based on feedback: Be open to
feedback and willing to adapt your content
strategy based on what's workingand what'’s
not.



9.1.8 Circumvent algorithm prohibitions

Create appropriate keywords: Modify or
adapt keywords—using abbreviations,
symbols, or slightly altered spellings—while
ensuring the message remains clear to the
audience.

Engage in memetic warfare3* Use popular
trends or sounds to highlight Jewish history,
culture, or achievements while addressing
antisemitic narratives3.

9.1.9 Choose the optimal video length

Short form content (15-30 seconds) - Ideal
for quick, engaging content that grabs
attention and delivers a focused message.
Grab attention quickly (the first few seconds
are cruciall), deliver a concise message and
encourage engagement (e.g. quick myth-
busting facts, personal story snippets
or calls to action). What to do: Keep the
message focused and clear; use attention-
grabbing visuals and music; include a strong
callto action or hashtag to encourage further
engagement.

Medijum length content (30-60 seconds) -
Suitable for slightly more detailed content
while still keeping a brisk pace. Provide
slightly more detailed information while still

33 Memetic warfare can be defined as a distinct form of
“information operations” that is specifically tailored to
the nuances of social media. Its objective is to collect
and disseminate information in a manner that provides
a competitive advantage over the opponent. Memetic
warfare can also be conceptualised as a digital-
native variant of psychological warfare, which is more
commonly referred to as propaganda (Giesea, 2016).

34 An example of antisemitic memetic warfare is seen
in how Hamas and its allies used meme generators
and Al tools to quickly and freely spread hatred against
Israelis and Jews. For instance, a meme on X (formerly
Twitter) depicted distressed Israeli soldiers with a dark
red background, offering users the option to post the
meme in English or Arabic. By selecting the English
“Tweet #EndOflsrael” option, users could easily share
the meme promoting Israel’s destruction, demonstrating
how just two clicks could involve users in antisemitic
memetic warfare on the platform (HUbscher, 2024).

keeping the viewer’s attention (e.g. short
educational videos, summarised personal
stories or interactive quizzes): What to do:
Balance information density with engaging
visuals and pacing; ensure content remains
dynamic and engaging throughout; use text
overlays and animation to highlight key
points.

Longerform content (60-180 seconds) - Best
for in-depth explanations and storytelling,
provided the content remains engaging
throughout. Dive deeper into topics by
providing  comprehensive  educational
content or detailed personal stories (e.g.
in-depth explanations, historical context, or
extended personal narratives). What to do:
Break contentinto segments to keep viewers
interested; use a mix of visuals, text and
voiceover to keep content engaging; include
interactive elements or questions to engage
the audience.

9.2 Further tips

9.2.1 Use of face and emotions

Strategy: Showing the human face behind
the story can create a stronger emotional
connection with the audience. Sharing
personal experiences, as Lily Ebert does,
adds authenticity and depth to the content.

Tip: Use close-ups and be sure to capture
genuine emotion. This will help convey
empathy and understanding.

9.2.2 Lighting and video quality

Strategy: Good lighting and video quality
make content more professional and
attractive.

Tip: Avoid harsh lighting or bright colours
that distract from the main message. Use
natural light or softboxes to create a warm
and inviting atmosphere.



9.2.3 Well-researched and accurate content

Strategy: Accuracy of information is key.

Tip: Always check sources and include
references to historical documents or
accredited studies. Avoid spreading
unverified or anecdotal information.

9.2.4 Choice of language in Holocaust
memorials

Strategy: Memorials should use English as
the main language to ensure a wider and
internationally accessible understanding.
This helps to reach a global audience and
facilitates education.

Tip: Translate content into English and other
key languages but keep English as the main
language of communication.

9.2.5 Language choice in individual profiles

Strategy: Profiles maintained by individu-
als targeting external audiences can use
their native language, but it is important to
provide English subtitles or translations for
greater accessibility.

Tip: Always add English subtitlestovideosto
reach a wider audience and ensure the mes-
sage is understood by non-native speakers.

9.3 What to avoid

9.3.1 Use a sensationalist approach

Some profiles and online content creators
often resort to sensationalism to attract at-
tention, but this approach can sometimes
come across as disrespectful, especially
when dealing with sensitive issues such as
tragedy, social justice or marginalised com-
munities.

Suggestion: Maintain a serious and respect-
ful tone, avoiding exaggerated headlines or
claims not supported by facts.

9.3.2 Provide inaccurate or superficial

information

Some profiles provide superficial or inaccu-
rate information that does not add educa-
tional value.

Suggestion: Always check and double-check
information before publishing. Use credible
sources and, if possible, consult experts or
historians.

9.3.3 Use poor video quality

Poorly lit videos with poor audio/video qual-
ity can reduce the impact of the message.

Suggestion: Invest in good equipment to re-
cord clear video and crisp audio. Technically
well produced content is more professional
and credible.

9.3.4 Lack of attention to the target
audience

Some profiles may not reach outsiders be-
cause they use terms and communicate in
language that is suitable for those already
familiar with the topic in question.

Suggestion: Simplify language, provide brief
explanations for niche terms, and use relat-
able visuals or storytelling. Aligning content
with popular trends can also help engage
those unfamiliar with the topic.



10. Resources

The following list of TikTok profiles is by no
means exhaustive, but represents those that
were considered for this study.

10.1 Holocaust memorials and
organisations

Anne Frank House, @annefrankhouse
Arolsen Archives, @arolsenarchives
Bergen-Belsen Memorial, @belsenmemorial

Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial Site, @
dachaumemorial

Durban Holocaust & Genocide Centre, @
dbnholocaust

Flossenblrg Concentration Camp Memorial, @
keeping_memories

Fondazione Museo della Shoah, @
museoshoahroma

Ghetto Fighters House Museum, @gehtto_fighters
Holocaust Educational Trust, @holocaustuk
Holocaust Museum LA, @holocaustmuseumla

House of the Wannsee Conference Memorial, @
wannseekonferenz

Kamp Westerbork, @kampwesterbork
Mauthausen Memorial, @mauthausenmemorial

Mémorial de la Shoah de Paris, @
memorialdelashoah

Memoriale della Shoah di Milano, @
memorialeshoah

Museo del Holocausto de Buenos Aires, @
museoshoa

Nazi Forced Labour Documentation Centre, @
naziforcedlabourdc

Neuengamme concentration camp Memorial, @
neuengamme.memorial

Sachsenhausen Memorial, @
sachsenhausenmemorial

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, @
holocaustmuseum

Villa ten Hompel, @villatenhompel

10.2 Holocaust survivors
Lily Ebert & Dov Forman, @Llilyebert

Tova Friedman & grandson, @tovafriedman

Gidon Lev & Julie Gray, @thetrueadventures

10.3 Holocaust scholars

Alessandro Matta, @alessandromatta4

Holocaust Education TikTok, @holocausteducation

10.4 Jewish organisations

ADL — Anti Defamation League, @adl

Amadeu Antonio Stiftung, @
amadeuantoniostiftung

AMIA - Asociacion Mutual Israelita Argentina, @
amiaonline

AnalyzingAntisemitism, @analyzingantisemitism
Ask A Jew, @askajew

QY VEY!, @oyvey_de

Jewish Museum Berlin, @jewishmuseumberlin



Jewish News, @jewishnews

Jewish Uncensored, @jewish.uncensored
#StandUpTolewishHate, @standuptojewishhate
StopAntisemitism, @stopantisemitismorg

Weekly Conversations with Judaism’s Most
Influential People, @meaningfulpeoplepodcast

World Jewish Congress, @worldjewishcongress

10.5 Israeli and Middle Eastern
activists

Loay Alshareef, @loayalshareef

Ask Dani, @ask__dani

Builders of the Middle East, @buildersofmideast
Adiel Cohen, @adielofisrael

DiploAct, @diploact

Petrechiuta Gurney, @petrechiutagurney
Elica Le Bon, @elica_in_america

Eylon Levy, @eylonalevy

Yaakov Levi, @this.is.kosher

Hen Mazzig, @hen.mazzig

Meshellife, @meshelslife

Rawan Osman, @rawan.osman2023

Rebecca of Tel Aviv, @rebeccaoftelaviv

David Rebel, @davidfromisrael

Emily Schrader, @emilyintelaviv

Mosab Hassan Yousef, @mosabhassanyousef

10.6 American-Jewish activists

Brothers In-law duo Tommer & Yossi, @jewcrazy
Miriam Ezagui, @miriamezagui

Yechiel Jacobs, @jacobsyechiel

Moses & Zippora, @mosesandzippora

Jenn Mysterion, @jennmysterion

Teens Against Anti Semitism, @
teensagainstantisemitism

ThatZionistGirl, @thatzionistgirlliveacct
Montana Tucker, @montanatucker
Jew-Tok, @.jewtok

10.7 TikTok resources

Basic advice on how to create content for
TikTok
https://www.tiktok.com/@thebradball/
video/7133256141932449070?g=how%20
t0%20create%20goo0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to use TikTok’s built-in editing?
https://www.tiktok.com/@aronsogi/
video/7145322343630441734?9=how%20
t0%20create%20go0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to record a TikTok video alone?
https://www.tiktok.com/@_lord.ella__/
video/7250489976499064069?g=how%20
t0%20create%20go0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to make 100 TikTok videos / hour?
https://www.tiktok.com/@kellanhenneberry/
video/7319340222683155718?q=how%?20
10%20create%20good%?20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to use CapCUT for creating TikTok
content?
https://www.tiktok.com/@queen_zoei/
video/7369523438098205958?g=how %20
t0%20create%20go0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

Technical advice for video editing and
recording
https://www.tiktok.com/@smartphonecreator/
video/7191554060246322478?q=how%?20
10%20create%20go0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to create looping video on TikTok?
https://www tiktok.com/@aronsogi/
video/72105273053854958147g=how%?20
t0%20create%20goo0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292
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W hat kind of content to include in TikTok
videos?
https://www.tiktok.com/@tiktoktipswithsean/
video/7204223477480541482?g=how%20
t0%20create%20good%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to create content for TikTok using chat
GPT?

https://www.tiktok.com/@chatgptchiong/
video/7238921648609463554?q=how%20
t0%20create%20go0o0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to start a video on TikTok?
https://www.tiktok.com/@simplexmediaglobal/
video/7265781775920680199?g=how%20
t0%20create%20go0o0d%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to improve video quality for TikTok
videos?
https://www.tiktok.com/@simpleas.off/
video/7293169193762016544?7q=how%?20
t0%20create%20good%20tiktok%20
videos&t=1727690172292

How to use hashtags?
https://www.tiktok.com/@bryanfahim/
video/7381864219202866475?q=how%20
t0%20create%20good%20awareness%20
raising%20tiktok%20content&t=1727695384489
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12.1 Antisemitism 2.0: Artificial
Intelligence and online antisemitism

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is increasingly
shaping the landscape of online antisemitism.
From generative Al tools that create and spread
antisemitic content to algorithmic systems
that amplify hate speech, Al technologies are
deeply intertwined with the proliferation and
normalisation of antisemitism in digital spaces.
In particular, the advent of Generative Artificial
Intelligence (GAl) elevated the threat posed by
online antisemitism to an unprecedented level.
Generative Artificial Intelligence refers to a
subset of Al capable of creating new content,
including text, audio, images, video, and
music. Unlike traditional Al, which focuses on
performingspecifictasksbased onprogrammed
instructions, GAIl generates original content
by learning from vast datasets, often sourced
from publicly available material on social media
platforms. Although GAl is not a new concept
(e.g., Google Translate launched in 2006 and
Siri for iPhone in 2011), it has recently gained
widespread attention. Thissurgeininterestwas
sparked by the launch of ChatGPT by OpenAl
in November 2022, which quickly became the
fastest-growingconsumersoftwareapplication
in history, reaching 100 million usersin justtwo
months. Generative Al has been harnessed
in various ways to propagate online hate,
including antisemitism. Al tools are used to
create text, images, and audio content that
disseminate hateful messages, amplifying their
reach across multiple platforms. Hate groups
exploit Al-generated content to spread their

ideologies more effectively, often employing
Al to replicate individuals’ voices or create
deepfakes, manipulated or entirely fabricated
videos and images that distort reality (Chesney
& Citron, 2019; Hacker et al., 2024; McGuffie &
Newhouse, 2020; Weimann, 2024).

One of the most insidious aspects of
generative Alisits ability to simplify the creation
of multimodal hateful content. Individuals no
longerneedadvancedtechnicalskillstoproduce
and disseminate antisemitic material, leading
to a “snowball effect” where users who engage
with antisemitic content are algorithmically
directed toward more of the same, often
leading them to increasingly extreme material.
This phenomenon erodes trust in online
content, contributing to what is known as the
“liar’s dividend”, where the authenticity of all
information is questioned (Chesney & Citron,
2019).

Recent examples highlight the dangers of
generative Al in the context of antisemitism.
In October 2023, a verified user on X (formerly
Twitter) with 220,000 followers posted a
caricatured image depicting a Jewish man
knocking down the World Trade Center towers,
which garnered 190,000 views, 8,000 likes,
and 1,500 reshares®> Similarly, Al-generated
memes created by 4chan members have been

35 https://www.washingtonpost.com/
technology/2023/12/14/ai-hate-memes-antisemitic-
musk-x/
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widely circulated on X3¢. Gab, a social network
popular among far-right activists, introduced
an Al chatbot that poses as Adolf Hitler and
denies the Holocaust®’. There has been an
overwhelming amount of GAl-generated fake
and misleading content regarding the Israel-
Hamas war (Baumkotter et al., 2024)38. Al-
generatedimagesand messageshavealsobeen
disseminated across other major platforms,
including TikTok, Instagram, Reddit, YouTube,
and Facebook, illustrating the pervasive nature
of this problem.

Public concerns about the potential harms
of generative Al are well-documented. A May
2023 survey by the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL)*°revealedthat84 percentofrespondents
believed generative Al tools would be used
for criminal activity and to spread false or
misleading information. Moreover, 77 percent
expressed concerns about the potential for
these tools to radicalise individuals toward
extremism, while 75 percent feared they would
incite hate and harassment. The survey also
highlighted significant public anxiety about
the possibility of generative Al worsening the
prevalence of antisemitism in America.

The rapid development and deployment of
generative Al tools have outpaced the creation
of adequate legislation and regulations to
govern their use. Tech companies, driven by
profit motives, have prioritised innovation
over safety, necessitating the implementation
of comprehensive regulatory frameworks.

36 https://gnet-research.org/2024/03/20/its-over-
white-people-are-finished-accelerationist-memes-
using-generative-ai-on-4chans-pol/

37 https://lwww.euronews.com/next/2024/02/19/the-
rise-of-the-hitler-chatbot-will-europe-be-able-to-
prevent-far-right-radicalisation-by-

38 https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/generative-
artificial-intelligence-gai-and-israel-hamas-war

and https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/generative-
artificial-intelligence-gai-increasing-fog-war-between-
israel-and-hamas

3 https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/americans-

views-generative-artificial-intelligence-hate-and-
harassment

According to the referenced ADL survey, there
isastrong public mandate fortech companiesto
take responsibility for the content generated by
their Alsystems, with 89 percentofrespondents
agreeing that developers should ensure their
tools do not produce hateful content*®

However, recent initiatives such as
“Generative Al for Good” (https:/www.
generativeaiforgood.com/) have begun to
focus on using generative artificial intelligence
to address significant societal challenges
and promote positive social impact. It applies
Al technologies to areas such as healthcare,
climate change, education and disaster
response, aiming to create innovative solutions
that benefit communities and tackle pressing
global issues. A key aspect of the project
is the ethical use of Al, ensuring that these
technologies are developed and deployed
responsibly, prioritising inclusivity and fairness
and minimising potential harm. For example,
in the March of the Living project, Al revives
Holocaust survivors, women and men, to tell
their stories and educate world leaders and
future generations.

Finally, a recent UNESCO report (UNESCO,
2024) discusses the risks and challenges that
artificial intelligence (Al) poses to Holocaust
education and memory. It highlights concerns
such as the potential for Al-generated
misinformation, deepfake technology,
algorithmic bias leading to Holocaust denial,
and oversimplification of history. While Al
offers opportunities for enhanced engagement
and research, the article emphasises the
need for robust safeguards, digital Lliteracy,
and collaboration between policymakers,
educators, and Al developers to preserve
historical accuracy.

40 https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/americans-
views-generative-artificial-intelligence-hate-and-
harassment_
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12.2 Detecting online antisemitism:
Possibilities and challenges

To accurately determine the prevalence of
online antisemitism, analyse its characteristics,
andeffectivelycombatit,theabilitytodetectsuch
contentis essential. The multimodal nature and
vast spread of online antisemitism necessitate
the development of innovative research tools.
While the field of antisemitism research is still
in the early stages of a computational turn —
marked by the increasing use of computational
methods, tools, and techniques — the pace
at which these research tools are evolving
is remarkable. Traditional methods such as
qualitative discourse analysis and surveys
remain valuable; however, computational
approaches introduce new possibilities for
analysing vast amounts of data, uncovering
underlying patterns, and understanding the
complex dynamics of antisemitism in the digital
age (Becker et al., 2024).

One of the most significant contributions
of computational methods is their ability to
process and analyse large datasets, particularly
those derived from social media platforms.
Researchers can now systematically examine
millions of posts, tweets, and comments to
detectantisemiticcontent, trackits proliferation,
and understand the networks through which it
spreads. Text mining techniques play a crucial
roleinthis process by enabling the identification
of antisemitic rhetoric, themes, and sentiments
within extensive textual corpora. Additionally,
sentiment analysis helps determine the
emotionaltoneofantisemiticmessages,offering
insights into how hate speech is constructed
and perceived by various audiences.

Machine learning algorithms and Al models
represent another powerful tool for detecting
online antisemitism. These technologies can
be trained on human-labelled data to then
automatically recognise and classify antisemitic
content, allowing for the rapid and accurate
monitoring of online spaces. Al systems are
particularly valuable in identifying subtle or
coded antisemitic language, which might elude

human analysts. The adaptability of Al means
that it can continuously learn from new data,
improving its detection capabilities over time
(Chandra etal., 2021; Jikeli et al,, 2022; Steffen
etal., 2024).

However,thedetectionofonlineantisemitism
also presents significant challenges. The ever-
evolvingnatureofantisemitism,withitsabilityto
adaptandchangeformsinresponsetodetection
efforts, poses a constant challenge. Antisemitic
rhetoric often employs coded language,
symbols, or memes that are designed to evade
traditional detection methods. Additionally, the
use of memes and visual content that convey
antisemitic ideas through imagery or humouir,
further complicates detection efforts. This
necessitates ongoing refinement and updating
of Al systems to ensure they can keep pace
with these changes. Furthermore, detecting
antisemitism requires understanding context,
which can be difficult for Al systems to grasp.
What may be considered antisemitic in one
context might not be in another, leading to
potential errors in detection. This highlights the
need for Al to complement human oversight,
ensuring that nuanced and context-specific
content is accurately identified (Jikeli et al,,
2022). Ethical and privacy concerns also arisein
deploying Al for detecting online antisemitism.
Balancing the need to protect users from
harmful content with the need to respect
their privacy is a delicate task. Additionally,
there is a risk of algorithmic bias, where Al
systems may disproportionately target specific
groups or fail to recognise antisemitic content
due to biases in the training data. Ensuring
transparency in the operation of Al systems
and allowing for external audits are crucial
steps in addressing these concerns. Finally, the
resource-intensive nature of developing and
maintaining these advanced detection systems
cannot be overlooked. Smaller platforms or
organisations may struggle to implement such
systems effectively, leading to potential gapsin
coverage where antisemitic content can thrive
unchecked.



In  conclusion, while detecting online
antisemitism through computational methods
offers promising opportunities, it also
presents notable challenges. The constantly
changing landscape of online hate speech,
the need for contextual understanding, ethical
considerations, and the significant resources
required pose obstacles that must be carefully
navigated.Balancingthesefactorswillbevitalto
developing effective and responsible strategies
for combating antisemitism in the digital age.

12.3. Best practices about fighting
antisemitism: Initiatives and programs
fighting antisemitism, Holocaust
denial and distortion

Despite the severity of the issue, a range
of initiatives and programs offer hope in
combating Holocaust denial and distortion.
This chapter provides an overview of key efforts
aimed at addressing these issues, including
monitoring and educational programs, with a
special emphasis on social media strategies.
Furthermore, we present recommendations for
policymakers to enhance the effectiveness of
these initiatives and ensure a robust response
to Holocaust-related antisemitism.

12.3.1 Monitoring programs

The International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) offers comprehensive
resources on its website for effectively
countering Holocaust distortion. According to
the IHRA, one of the four fundamental areas
requiring action to combat Holocaust-related
antisemitism is the sustained monitoring and
tracking of Holocaust distortion. To aid in
recognizing this issue, the IHRA provides the
IHRA Toolkit Against Holocaust Distortion for
civil society organisations and policymakers
(IHRA 2021a). This toolkit includes practical
tools and guidance for the monitoring process.
However,the|[HRAemphasisesthatthesuccess
of monitoring programs also relies on training
professionals and developing new methods

to track and monitor distortion (IHRA, 2021b).
Additionally, effective monitoring should be

based on transparent methodologies and
guidelines (IHRA, 2021b).

12.3.2 Educational and awareness-raising
programs

A number of initiatives offer extensive
educational materials to prevent and respond
to antisemitism. The UNESCO and OSCE have
jointly published a series of materials designed
toequipteachersandschooladministratorswith
practical strategies to combat antisemitism,
including Holocaust denial and distortion
(UNESCO & OSCE, 2020a; 2020b; 2020c;
2020d). These publications provide curricula
and guidance tailored for primary, vocational,
and secondary school teachers and school
directors. The curricula offer concrete methods
for addressing antisemitism through education
and promote the values of human rights and
gender equality.

With regard to Holocaust denial and
distortion, it is crucial to monitor the
phenomenon, as it might result in legal action
(depending on national laws) or the removal of
antisemitic content connected to the Holocaust
ononline platforms. Whileitis crucial to rely on
monitoring and regulatory framework, it alone
is not enough to effectively address Holocaust
distortion. According to the latest UNESCO and
UN policy guide on hate speech (UNESCO &
the United Nations, 2023), implementing such
regulations can have the opposite effect and
be counterproductive: “Action to counter hate
speech is often considered through the lens of
moderation and regulatory frameworks, with a
particular focus on content removal and social
media ‘deplatforming’ or opposition to those
measures based on claims of unfair censorship”
(page 13). Given the connection between
antisemitism and prejudice against other
groups, addressing hate speech in a broader
sense has a beneficial impact on diminishing
antisemitism.



Awareness-raising and educational efforts
are designed to combat the underlying factors
thatcontributetothedistortionoftheHolocaust.
#ProtectTheFacts*! is an awareness-raising
international initiative of IHRA, the Council of
Europe, the European Commission, the OSCE
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR), the United Nations, and
UNESCO. The program on its website provides
assistance in identifying instances of distortion
and offers effective strategies to combat this
issue.

In addition to its practical Toolkit
Against Holocaust Distortion*?> IHRA offers
comprehensive educational materials on the
Holocaust (IHRA, 2019). These resources are
crucial in combating Holocaust denial and
distortion, as inadequate knowledge about the
Holocaust can easily lead to misrepresentation.
The IHRA provides educators with detailed
recommendations on effective teaching
methods. Key recommendations include
defining the Holocaust, fostering a positive
learning environment with active, learner-
centred pedagogy, and personalizing history by
translating statistics into individual stories. The
IHRA also advises examining the complex roles
people played during the Holocaust, avoiding
stereotypes, providing access to primary
sources, and using witness testimony to create
a unigue connection to the past. It is essential
to emphasise the IHRA's warning against
legitimizing Holocaust denial and distortion:
“Care must be taken not to give a platform for
ideologically motivated deniers. Do nottreatthe
denial of the Holocaustas a legitimate historical
argument or seek to disprove the deniers’
position through normal historical debate and
rational argument” (IHRA, 2019: 34).

Another IHRA resource specifically targets
universities with teacher education programs
(IHRA, 2022). The IHRA strongly recommends
that all future teachers receive coursework on

41 https://www.againstholocaustdistortion.org/

42 https://againstdistortiontoolkit.
holocaustremembrance.com/

antisemitism. Additionally, it emphasises the
importance of clearly communicating ethical
expectations within these programs and
designating a specific contact person to advise
theuniversityonmattersrelatedtoantisemitism.

Beyond educational materials and formal
recommendations for students, specialised
training programs play a crucial role in
combating Holocaust denial and distortion.
A notable example is the Capacity Building
Training program jointly offered by the IHRA
and UNESCO“*This program provides targeted
training for teachers and policymakers on
countering Holocaust distortion and combating
antisemitism**

12.3.3 Countering Holocaust denial and
distortion on social media

While online antisemitism, including
Holocaust denial and distortion, is widely
recognisedasagrowingproblem,recentstudies
suggest innovative approaches to combating
this phenomenon. Instead of focusing solely on
the negative aspects of the online environment,
particularly social media platforms,itis possible
to adopt a more optimistic perspective. Social
media can be viewed as a “positive technology”
potentially enhancing Holocaust knowledge
and memory, especially among younger
generations (Mancaetal.,2022b).Indeed, these
platforms can play a crucial role in expanding
historical understanding of the Holocaust and
promoting a digital culture of remembrance
(Manca et al., 2022a). By leveraging the reach

43 https://holocaustremembrance.com/news/training-
countering-holocaust-distortion

44 The inaugural session was held in Zagreb, Croatia,
in 2023, where participants engaged in workshops
exploring the various manifestations of Holocaust
distortion and met with experts in Holocaust
remembrance. Subsequent sessions were conducted
in Budapest, Hungary, in collaboration with the Zachor
Foundation. In April 2024, the program expanded to
Romania through an event co-organized by the Elie
Wiesel National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust.
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and influence of social media, educators and
advocates can counteract misinformation and
actively contribute to the preservation and
dissemination of Holocaust history in a way that
resonates with today’s digital-native audience.

A guide for museums and memorials
produced by the Countering Distortion on
Social Media project, supported by IHRA,
provides a comprehensive Llist of active
measures for addressing antisemitism on social
media, strongly emphasizing disseminating
educational materials through these platforms.
Inparticular,regarding Holocaustdistortion, the
guide offers examples of legitimate analogies
and comparisons to help clarify the boundaries
of acceptable discourse. Given the abundance
of existing toolkits, educational resources, and
guidelines, the guide stresses the importance
of adapting and translating these materials
into other languages to reach a broader
audience. Additional recommendations include
empowering social media users to detect fake
news and fostering critical digital literacy.
Engaging influencers to raise awareness
about Holocaust distortion is another effective
strategy, given their ability to reach and
influence large audiences. The guide advises
that efforts to combat antisemitic rhetoric
should avoid eliciting guilt. Finally, the authors
recommend adopting a narrative approach that
tailors language to the audience while avoiding
rhetoric or emotional tones. This includes
the strategic use of irony to diffuse tension in
heated debates and to shift focus toward the
core message, allowing foramore objectiveand
informative discussion (Manca et al., 2022a).

The TikTok Shoah Commemoration and
EducationlInitiativeexemplifyanotherpromising
approach to combating Holocaust distortion
on social media (Ebbrecht-Hartmann & Divon,
2024). Launched in 2022, this initiative brings
together educators, scholars, communication
experts, and social media creators to produce
educational TikTok content to influence
discourse about the Holocaust positively. The
American Jewish Committee Berlin initiated

the project with the active support of TikTok
Germany. Since its inception, the initiative has
posted over 300 videos, garnering 11 million
views and 800,000 likes, demonstrating the
potential of socialmediaasa positiveforceinthe
fight against antisemitism. The TikTok Shoah
Commemoration and Education Initiative also
offers training workshops for memorials and
museums, focusing on strategies for combating
Holocaust distortion on social media.

12.3.4 Recommendations for policy makers

IHRA places significant emphasis on the role
of policymakers and decision-makers in the
fight against Holocaust denial and distortion.
The IHRA has identified four key areas where
policymakers can make a meaningful impact:
“1. Identifying and tracking the phenomenon;
2. Training of policymakers in ministries of
culture, education, interior, justice and foreign
affairs, as well as police, the judiciary, elected
officials and administrators on the national,
regional, and communal levels; 3. Educational
work in institutions whose work touches upon
the history and relevance of the Holocaust (i.e.,
museums, memorials, and authentic sites of
persecution); 4. And ways to counter the spread
of distortion online” (IHRA, 2021b: 25).

According to the [IHRA's set of
recommendations, the effectiveness of
combating Holocaust denial and distortion
hinges on sustained funding, transparency,
and international cooperation. The IHRA
emphasisesthattraining professionalsis crucial
to achieving its policy goals. To this end, IHRA
advocates for forming a coalition of experts
dedicated to increasing Holocaust knowledge
across all levels of society. This effort requires
the active participation of museums and
memorials, which are seenas essential partners
in this educational mission. Additionally, the
IHRA strongly recommends that local, national,
and regional governments ensure support
for training programs focused on combating
Holocaust distortion (IHRA, 2021b).



In its recent publication, UNESCO also
provides an extensive list of recommendations
for policymakers. In its guide against hate
speech, UNESCO emphasises that policy
frameworks must be complemented with
concrete implementation plans and sufficient
budgetary allocations. The importance of
training opportunities for educators is also

highlighted, along with the development of
formaland non-formaleducation programsthat
address various aspects of Holocaust education
and combatting antisemitism (UNESCO, 2023).
These comprehensive approaches underscore
the need for a coordinated effort to preserve the
integrity of Holocaust memory and history.




