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Vicia ervilia, or bitter vetch, is a neglected cleistogamous leguminous plant domesticated during the Neolithic period. Initially used for human consumption, over time it was cultivated as fodder crop. Due to the EU’s aim to reduce reliance on imported soy,
there is interest in using alternative protein sources, as bitter vetch, for feed formulations. Due to lodging problems and creeping habitus of bitter vetch Italian germplasm, a considerable number of seeds is lost during mechanical harvesting. One possible
way to circumvent these yield losses is to breed and transfer the erect growth habit trait to high seed yielding genotypes.

set up a protocol to combine traits of Turkish landraces (erect growth habit ) with
Italian landraces (high seed yield).
# overcome the existing cross hybridization barriers among V. ervilia genotypes

Fertility: Of the 5 hybrids, 3 were fertile and produced F2 seeds
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