
A HIGH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLESCENARIO

ITALY
Population ageing as a cha/lenge for a better society

- technology will prove to be an element of fundamental
relevance for the improvernent of living conditions for
the over-65s who live alone.

The low Italian fertility is no longer considered a criticaI
issue. If, in fact, ageing is considered to be a value to be
xploitcd by society, State m asurcs to fostcr a rccovcry of
thc birth ratl' uml , -baluncc rhc a 'l' structurc or thc populution
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in terms of macro policy objectives.
In this future, households and couples will be free to choo e

their reproductive pattern. The State will not be concerned
with increasing or encouraging a recovery of the birth-rate,
but it will just acknowledge the current trends and utilise the
positive aspcct. Thcrcforc, in this scenario thcre are no poli
'i s und uctions dircctl re rurdinu th lumil unt! lcruht
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a family and childrcn, and policy a .tions ar '
limited, above all, to the field of cmployment.
By 2030, work by parents is made easier, and
in particular the obstacles now preventing
women from acce sing the labour market will
be removed. Co-optation at work will only be
a memory; objective methods of evaluation
and new criteria of hiring and promotion sen-
sitive to gender differences must be con tant-
Iyapplied.
The society people dream in 2030 involves a
"full sharing of the responsibilities and task
within the family and in couple relation-
ships".

The preference towards the size of Italian populatlon by 2030
Consensus has been reached amongst the Italian panel on an increase or the

population by 2030 , The number or inhabitants, according to the wishes or the
panellists, are comprised between 57 and 64 millions.
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Only five macro policy objectives characterise this
scenario for Italy in 2030, a future in which the issue
of the growth of the old population plays a key role.

The core of the demographic issue concerning ageing is no
longer economie sustainability, but rather the fact of positive-
Iy considcring incrcascd longcvity and introducing polici s to
fostcr thc hirth 111 a populutiou in whirh t111' val iCII" 'l'm'ra
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poiut or th ' sustainabiluy 01 thc 'WI10111i' uud
pen ion systcrn.
According to the future scenario, in the years

up to 2030 Ita1y will start a process of cultura1
integration between young people and older
people, sustained by continuous and intensive
communications and relationships. In 2030:

- the over-65s will be an active segment of
the Italian population;

- retirement will lose the rigidity characteris-
ing the pension system in the 20th century
and the early years of the 21 SI;

- the continuation of paid employment and
also volunteer work will be encouraged, in
a society increasingly pervaded by tech-
nology, also due to the new opportunities
provided by technology finally tailored for
elderly people, easier and simpler to lise
and understand;


