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ASSIST IS @ programming environment aimed at providing user-friendly, efficient, portable, fast ways of implementing parallel applications to programmers . It includes a skeleton-
based parallel programming language (ASSISTcl, cl stands for coordination language) and a set of compiling tools and run time libraries. The ensemble allows parallel programs written
using ASSISTcl to be seamlessly run on top of workstation networks supporting POSIX and ACE (the Adaptive Communication Environment) and computational grids.

ASSISTCONF IS a graphical user interface designed to configure and execute ASSIST applications on Globus-based grids. It hides the structure of the grid used and provides the
interaction between the ASSIST Run Time Support and the Globus middleware (Globus Toolkit 2.4).

The programming environment, the coordination language and the graphical user interface have been designed in a joint project ASI/CNR (Italian National Space Agency and Italian Na-
tional Research Council), by people of the Dept. of Computer Science of Pisa and of the CNR Institute of Information Science and Technologies (ISTI). Recently, this program terminated
and the development of ASSIST has been moved to other italian national research projects (Strategic projects “Legge 449/97” No. 02-00470-ST97 02-00640-5T97 and a FIRB project No.
RNBNEO1KNFP “GRID.it").
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