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Mediterranean: The knowledge and cultural values of southern 
Europe and the Mediterranean Area may represent the strategic 
elements to overcome the current crisis in Europe, to the point of 
becoming a stimulus for the review of policies. 

Knowledge: Language, history, tradition and art have always 
conveyed dialogic relations and interpersonal relationships within 
societies, founding on otherness the peculiarities understood as 
knowledge development, processes, sedimentation and 
transformation. What becomes peculiar is the "knowledge" as the 
achievement of an advantage derived from the possession of 
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What Perspective for the Mediterranean? 
 

This book inaugurates the new ICSR Mediterranean Knoweldge 
book series on Mediterranean, Knowledge, Culture and Heritage. As 
the firstborn, this text has to accomplish the difficult task of tracing 
the coordinates for our intellectual journey. 

The aim of the series is to publish innovative studies in the field 
of socio-economic sciences and humanities, about the broad subject 
of the Mediterranean. About the most recent events, think to some 
phenomena – the Arab spring, the migration from Africa and Middle 
East toward Europe, the economic crisis of the Eurozone, which af-
fects mostly the Southern Europe – which, although developing on 
the Mediterranean, have a global impact and, therefore, raise the in-
terest of scholars living in the whole world.  

This book, resulted from a rich collaboration between sociologists 
of different nationalities, is, in a certain sense, a programmatic vol-
ume focusing on some aspects of these phenomena within societies. 
In it the authors reflect on the Mediterranean as a strategic element to 
overcome the current crisis in Europe, becoming a stimulus for the 
review of European policies and providing a solid foundation for the 
growth of a true European cultural heritage and knowledge (Man-
gone, 2015). 

This book represents an attempt to rethink the “boundaries” and 
rethinking the boundaries means rethinking the current idea of Medi-
terranean between cultures, migrations and life-world (the concepts 
compared with the Mediterranean in the three parts of the book). Be-
cause the Mediterranean legacy is a complex ensemble of ideas, im-
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ages and feelings which have been cultivated for centuries and are 
still cultivated in this “sea amidst the lands”; which was called mare 
nostrum by the ancient Romans and to which the same name could 
be attributed again if, as Franco Cassano argued (Cassano & Zolo, 
2007), we understand the word nostrum as referring to each and 
every one of us, as human beings. 

Knowledge and cultural values of the Mediterranean can be the 
driving force to overcome the impasse of which Europe cannot free 
itself.  

This book brings the focus on the borders in the sociological pro-
spective and we expect this reflection to produce a refreshing outlook 
on the Mediterranean.  
 
Fisciano, Italy            Giuseppe D’Angelo 
April 2016 
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From Knowledge to the “Life-world” 

 

The development of humanity must be rethought by shifting the 

focus from the traditional elements of competitive advantage to new 

knowledge-based elements. What matters now is the so-called 

“knowledge resource” (Liebowitz, 1999), because the achievement 

of a benefit comes from the possession of knowledge.  

Indeed, to know means: a) to participate in the construction of 

meanings of social and cultural reality in order to transform it in 

symbolic representation (by activating knowledge structures); b) to 

attribute “sense” and “meaning” to events, objects or persons on the 

basis of knowledge, expectations and assumptions; c) to develop in a 

complex and dynamic way the information that people can gather 

and turn them into knowledge. 

Every interaction with objects or with humans, every act of com-

munication, implies a transmission of skills and knowledge: an ex-

change that becomes a process of integration of the differences – un-

derstood as collective wealth in which everyone is recognized – 

without limitations in the learning paths of each person or prejudices 

on “expert” and “profane” knowledge. 



M. Benguerna and E. Mangone 

2 

Knowledge is the future and we have to invest on it because it 

remains the main strategic development factor not only industry-

wise, but also from a social and cultural perspective. The process of 

knowledge-based human development is facilitated by constant 

“knowledge creation” aimed at “continuous innovation” in the indus-

trial, social, and cultural field. The new challenge in order to keep up 

with the process of globalization is to be able to learn more quickly 

in order to better anticipate changes, and to do that we need to be 

able to activate mechanisms of acquisition, creation, diffusion, and 

incorporation of the “key” resource: knowledge. In that, the inability 

to gain access to the tools and forms of knowledge dissemination, 

will make even more stagnant those backward situations that are al-

ready crossing the decency limit. Moreover, it will further hinder the 

acquisition of those entitlements (Sen, 1981; Daherendorf, 1988), 

that a protection system should guarantee its citizens in order to en-

able them, on the one hand, to express their own needs and, on the 

other hand, to fulfil them, namely the possession of those titles that 

allow someone to enjoy the civil and social rights. 

However the investment in the knowledge vector requires impli-

cation and engagement tools such as educative system and structures 

that have a direct or indirect connection with the formation. 

In light of this, the very role of researchers is to generate “knowl-

edge” through which society can observe the phenomena it produces 

and continuously improve as in its daily unfolding. As Bourdieu had 

said in his acceptance speech for the CNRS Gold Medal, the task of 

sociology is “the critical unhinging of the manoeuvring and manipu-

lation of citizens and of consumers that rely on perverse usages of 

science” (Bourdieu, 2013, p. 12) going beyond the questions posed 

by common sense or by the media as they are often induced and not 

real. 

The work of researchers and the resulting knowledge produced 

are to be intended, as Bourdieu stated over twenty years ago, in a 

dual manner: on the one hand, they allow for an “institutional sup-

port” (public service) that does not mean meeting all the needs of so-

ciety, but giving scientific answers to actual problems, not with the 

“solution”, but by suggesting possible routes for the improvement of 
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the need concerned. On the other hand, they allow the development 

of a “critical and active citizen” very close to the ideal type of 

Schütz‟s “well-informed citizen” (Schütz, 1946) which, revised ac-

cording to the present society (Mangone, 2014), appears to be advo-

cating the establishment of a modern citizenship amounting not 

merely to rights but also to duties. For this newly forged citizenship, 

the establishment of a socially approved knowledge based on the 

principle of responsibility (Jonas, 1979) becomes a priority, revealed 

through social reflexivity (Donati, 2011), an aspect of individual re-

flexivity that is neither subjective nor structural but related to the re-

ality of social relations. 

From the above stems the problem related to the relationship be-

tween knowledge and society, both in terms of equal access to 

knowledge and in terms of use of the knowledge resource. Globaliza-

tion, whose effects impacted on the economic and socio-cultural as-

pects of society, increased instead of reducing interdependence rela-

tionships as well as conditionings in social relations. This is particu-

larly true for what concerns financial relations between richer coun-

tries, while it does not hold for “imbalanced” relations between rich 

and poor countries. 

At this point it would be useful and beneficial to mobilize all vec-

tors (novel, theater, cinema, etc.) that promote and spread in depth 

these tolerance values of respect and listening. 

As it is highlighted within this book, it is necessary to trigger a 

reciprocal logic to equal exchanges and shares in cooperation proc-

esses in order to achieve mutual benefits. However, this political ob-

jective presupposes look at the countries of the South with a new 

look through the application of innovative theoretical and ideological 

foundations. 

In pursuing this logic, the Mediterranean Knowledge acquires a 

fundamental importance in promoting pluralism, diversity, and free-

dom. If Europe and the Europeans want to build their future, they 

will have to review their relationship with the Mediterranean to-

gether with the other political and cultural actors bordering on the 

Mediterranean, starting with the Arab peoples. 
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This sea, unfamiliar with juxtapositions like North / South, East / 

West, Islam / Christianity, and which saw the flourishing of cultures, 

arts, religions, philosophies, today is no longer a „hotbed‟ of dia-

logue, but has become a battlefield for a war fought not with weap-

ons but with “ideologies” and where opponents are identified in Us 

and Them: We, the civilized (Europeans), the modern ones, those 

who live in prosperity; Them, foreigners (non- Europeans), refugees, 

those who have been deprived of the opportunity to choose to remain 

in their country of origin because of conflicts, famine, and epidem-

ics. 

Echoing Dahrendorf (1988) we can say that life chances, under-

stood as the possibility to choose between alternatives, are never 

equally distributed: there is no society in which all people have the 

same entitlements and enjoy the same provisions (set of choices and 

tangible assets). However, if choosing between possibilities is itself 

seen as a major element in leading of a decent life, then it is our duty 

(the above mentioned We of the clash) to offer a set of choices by 

basing policies not only on the principle of responsibility, but also on 

the principles of fairness and freedom. 

This sea, that was once “dialogue and freedom” has now become 

“closure and death”: today there are tens of thousands dead drowned 

in the Mediterranean, due to the increase of migration flows from Af-

rica and the Middle East to the shores of Europe (UNHCR 2015) - as 

very well expressed in the Part II of the book. This mare nostrum – 

where the “our” is related to humans (Cassano & Zolo, 2007) – once 

a meeting place for knowledge as the meeting place of strangers, has 

now become a “border insurmountable” for many desperate. 

Humanity as a whole – especially Atlantic Europeans – seems to 

have forgotten that knowledge is produced by comparison with the 

xenos. 

It is desirable, therefore, for the “Mediterranean knowledge” 

(both tangible and intangible) to becomes a thoughtful knowledge 

promoting relationship building both between subjects and within 

their living environment, facilitating an encounter with the Other 

with the awareness that only dialogue can make society open to the 

re-composition of cultural differences and the specific features of 
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every culture. As stated in the contribution of Donati – in this book – 

it requires a “relational semantics” to the needs of multicultural citi-

zenship. 

If otherness is a dimension that cannot be ignored, being, now as 

ten, fundamental for the processes of identification and recognition, 

we must ponder the fact that the other (the difference) is not only a 

place of conflict and recrimination, but also a foundation on which to 

build a culture of tolerance and respect – an issue currently much de-

bated. Said culture should instil, particularly into younger genera-

tions, the desire to know each other, to open up towards the other as 

a person from whom to learn not only new customs, habits, and new 

ways of being, but also as a way to re-discover ourselves, to recon-

sider ourselves, our values and behaviours. The cultural dimension 

becomes therefore crucial, as it can provide the basis on which to es-

tablish a society not merely focused on respecting “otherness”, but 

which also allows to explore the mechanisms created at different lev-

els (individual, social, and cultural ones) whenever we relate to the 

“other” (Mangone & Masullo, 2015). We can thus affirm that musing 

on the Mediterranean implies, on the one hand, the comparison with 

otherness as a matter leading to the real encounter between Us and 

Them, the social and psychological mechanisms involved in prepar-

ing people positively or, on the contrary, negatively towards the 

other (Mangone & Marsico, 2011). On the other hand, it implies a 

reflection on the policies, that is, on the forms of recognition and 

protection of every person as equal and to whom equal opportunity 

of expression and self-realization, self-fulfilment should therefore be 

guaranteed. 

The thoughts expressed within the debate on interculturalism and 

multiculturalism are based on cultural and identity issues: the great 

challenge faced with difficulty by society and social systems (among 

which we can find the European Union), is whether they should be 

seen as closed systems (non-welcoming) or as open systems (wel-

coming) towards “other cultures”; what Baumann (1999) called “the 

multicultural enigma”.  

Laying the foundations for the construction of a real and effective 

multicultural identity that crosses Europe – that part of the West de-
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fining itself as the “cradle of democracy”, in contrast to Sen‟s state-

ments (2003) – cannot be separated from what happened in the past, 

to what is happening and what will happen even in the Mediterra-

nean. 

The weight of the Mediterranean component is impressive in sev-

eral respects throughout southern Europe resulting in great differ-

ences in comparison with the rest of Europe: European society is 

crossed by deep interwoven cleavages, in some cases overlapping 

and adding up, transforming difference into conflict (Catholics and 

Protestants, church and state, North and South, etc.). European iden-

tity, therefore, and its geographic map, correspond not only to the in-

stitutional divisions, but also to these complex differences (as relig-

ion, economy, politics, literacy, draw another Europe than the offi-

cial one) that constitute true lines of separation, often even within the 

borders of the nation state (Eder & Giesen, 2001). Due to the inter-

play of a number of factors, a common destiny connects the entire 

Mediterranean, from Gibraltar to the Golden Horn, causing the per-

ception of a clear civil inferiority to form / stir in the collective con-

sciousness. 

The social role of territories has changed. Not only can people 

move and travel in much easier and more inexpensive ways, but a 

growing number of persons can build their identities with multiple 

senses of belonging: travel and at the same time long for their home-

land. The word “geo” has returned, and geo-politics has regained its 

importance, as well as geo-culture and geo-communication. All these 

changes have paved the way to new opportunities for multi-polarities 

and provide new possibilities for territories that have been con-

demned to marginality, as might be the case of the Mediterranean 

towards Europe. 

The Mediterranean legacy is a complex ensemble of ideas, images 

and feelings which have been cultivated for centuries and are still 

cultivated in this “sea (not ocean) amidst the lands”; which was 

called mare nostrum by the ancient Romans and which the same 

name could be attributed again if, as Franco Cassano argued (Cas-

sano & Zolo, 2007), we understand the word nostrum as referring to 

each and every one of us, as human beings. 
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A new concept of territoriality can be built with the help of an ap-

proach that goes beyond the classical oppositions Europe/ Mediterra-

nean, North/South, East/West, etc., which can set up a new dimen-

sion of social space that as a “container” is transformed into an 

“arena” where people carry out their everyday lives and construct a 

social reality and own “life-world”. 

 

 

Beyond the Borders 

 

This book resulted from a rich collaboration between sociologists 

of different nationalities and reflects on Mediterranean as a strategic 

element to overcome the current crisis in Europe, becoming stimuli 

for the review of European policies and providing a solid foundation 

for the growth of a true European cultural heritage and knowledge, 

then passing it on to future generations. This book represent an at-

tempt to rethinking the “boundaries” and rethinking the boundaries 

means rethinking the current idea of Europe and the Mediterranean. 

Only from such a rethinking can the foundations for the construction 

of a real and different European identity be laid. The knowledge and 

cultural values of the Mediterranean can be the driving force to over-

come the impasse of which Europe cannot free itself.  

So, while some chapters strive to formulate more general catego-

ries, others deal with the concrete situated reality. We expect this re-

flection to produce a refreshing outlook on Mediterranean.  

The book is organized into three parts, which dialogue with each 

other. However, the first chapter, “Adult Age of Cooperation: Ele-

ments for a Debate”, written by Mohamed Benguerna, has not been 

included here because it addresses an issue of general policy on co-

operation between the northern and southern countries. Based on the 

professional experience of the author, it reflects on cooperation in the 

field of scientific research, particularly between Algeria and the 

European countries and specifically with France. The chapter em-

phasizes the application of a logic of reciprocity, since the Southern 

countries (including Algeria) have accumulated scientific training 

and sufficient and substantial technique that allows them to claim 
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and be part of this logic of reciprocity. This policy objective, how-

ever, requires the emergence of a new look on the South, and this can 

happen only if it is supported by an innovative effort in terms of 

theoretical and ideological assumptions. 

The first part, “Mediterranean and Cultures”, is composed of 

three chapters. The first chapter “The Us/Them Encounter. The 

Mediterranean between Land and Sea Borders”, written by Emiliana 

Mangone, reflects on the theme of “otherness” to explore the mecha-

nisms created at different levels (individual, social, and cultural 

ones) whenever we relate to the “other”, stretching from feelings of 

openness and curiosity – underpinning reception and integration 

policies – to evident feelings of intolerance, urging, even manifestly, 

to discriminate against the other, perceived as different, or as one 

who belongs to what is “unfamiliar” and this within the land e sea 

borders of the Mediterranean.  

The idea that the political inclusion of minorities into a common 

citizenship needs a new cultural approach in order to avoid the falla-

cies of what has been understood and practiced as “multiculturalism” 

so far is proposed by Pierpaolo Donati. In this chapter titled “Multi-

cultural Citizenship Needs a Relational Semantics of Borders”, Do-

nati argues that there are three semantics theorized as possible solu-

tions to manage cultural borders: dialectical, binary and relational. It 

depends on the choice among these semantics what kind of ideal 

model is followed in order to include people into a common citizen-

ship. To put it bluntly, the latter can be configured as a culturally 

neutral public sphere (based upon the neutralization of cultural bor-

ders) or as a morally qualified public sphere, which defines the bor-

ders of citizenship as mutual relations between different cultures so 

to avoid any form of exclusion, discrimination or segregation. 

In the next chapter, written by Andrea A.S. Barbieri, titled “The 

Mediterranean Legacy for the Future of Europe” argues on building 

of a new idea about what can be called “The Mediterranean 

approach” or the “Mediterranean mind”. In order to move in the this 

direction, understanding what it could mean, the author reflecs 

around 3 main ideas: a) the open concept of Mediterranean that has 

been cultivated by prominent intellectuals of the past (for exemple, 
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Albert Camus); b) the “long durée” approach to the history of hu-

mana civilitas: putting apart ideas like western and eastern; and re-

thinking the ideas of modernity and secularization; c) the new con-

cept of territoriality that can be built with the help of the geo-

sociological approach to most recent changes in geo-politics and in-

ternational relations. 

This book represents a renewed effort to discuss the migration 

flows crossing the Mediterranean trying to go beyond the numerical 

dimension. For this reason the second part of the book is entitled 

“Mediterranean and Migrations”: Cortinovis‟ chapter focuses on re-

cent developments in the so-called external dimension of migration 

policy, which includes a number of initiatives adopted by the EU to 

ensure cooperation with countries of origin and transit of migrants. 

Because, the management of migration flows across the Mediterra-

nean represents a crucial testing ground for the European Union (EU) 

migration and asylum policy. 

The chapter written by Folco Cimagalli, “Mediterranean, Migra-

tions and Communities. What Challenges for Social Policies?”, fo-

cuses on the key role that communities can play today in new poli-

cies, more efficient and effective. The community, both the ethnic 

and the host, in this light, is a laver to build far-reaching policies, in 

which the center of gravity of the interventions is not the primary 

time of acceptance, but one of integration, in a development perspec-

tive. In this sense, a relationship with the community and among the 

communities becomes unavoidable challenge for integration policies 

to be really innovative.  

The third part of this book, “Mediterranean and Life-world”, is 

composed of three chapters that offer several reflections on aspects 

of social reality and life-world: the gender, the public space and edu-

cation. Giuseppe Masullo in his chapter (“Boundaries among Gen-

ders in the Mediterranean Area: Between Reality and Imagination”), 

highlights how Western countries help in drawing the outlines of the 

debate on gender differences in the Mediterranean area, through a 

perspective that often reveals a certain degree of ethnocentrism, 

given its failure to take into account alternative models that emerge 

in other Mediterranean contexts – particularly those with an Islamic 
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tradition – often branded as backward with regard to women‟s rights 

and the plight of LGBT individuals.  

“Museum Displays and their Contemporary Sociological Reso-

nance” is the title of the chapter written by Carmel Borg and Peter 

Mayo. This chapter focuses on the Museum as a public space and a 

reinterpretation of a selection of its holdings in light of contemporary 

preoccupation and issues. The authors propose a non-conventional 

approach to reading and appreciating artefacts in a museum, one that 

allows for a less hierarchical reading, and valorises communal, social 

class, religious identity and environmental perspectives. It represents 

an attempt at enabling works to “speak” to contemporary concerns 

without giving these works any false sense of “universality”. 

The last chapter of the book, “Tactics or Strategies? The Govern-

ance of Early School Leaving in Naples and Albacete”, written by 

Anna Milione, offers a reflection on early school leaving. In this 

chapter the author contrasts two ways of dealing with early school 

leaving: a tactical approach aiming at “harm reduction” and a stra-

tegic approach that assumes a holistic view on transforming the 

school and the ecology of education practice. To describe these prac-

tices author will move “in the middle of things” to illustrate two 

ways of tackling with early school leaving emerging in a program 

funded by Comenius Regio Project “A care for every child”, aimed 

at reducing high risk school leaving children living in highly de-

prived socioeconomic territories of Spain (Albacete) and Italy 

(Naples). 
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MMoohhaammeedd    BBEENNGGUUEERRNNAA    --  EEmmiilliiaannaa    MMAANNGGOONNEE  
EEddiittoorrss  

  

  

BBEEYYOONNDD    TTHHEE    BBOORRDDEERRSS  
TTHHEE    MMEEDDIITTEERRRRAANNEEAANN    BBEETTWWEEEENN    CCUULLTTUURREESS,,    

MMIIGGRRAATTIIOONNSS    AANNDD    LLIIFFEE--WWOORRLLDD  
  

  
This book resulted from a rich collaboration among sociologists of 

different nationalities and reflects on Mediterranean as a strategic 
element to overcome the current crisis in Europe, becoming an incen-
tive for the review of European policies and providing a solid founda-
tion for the growth of a true European cultural heritage and knowl-
edge, then passing it on to future generations. This book represents 
an attempt to go beyond the “boundaries” and this means rethinking 
the current idea of Europe and of the Mediterranean. The knowledge 
and cultural values of the Mediterranean can be the driving force to 
overcome the impasse of which Europe cannot free itself. 

Therefore, while some chapters strive to formulate more general 
categories, others deal with the concrete situated reality. We expect 
this reflection to produce a refreshing outlook on Mediterranean. 

The book is organized in three parts, which dialogue with each 
other: “Mediterranean and Culture”, “Mediterranean and Migrations” 
and “Mediterranean and Life-world”. 




