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“Introduction to Topic 2.1: Endangered biodiversity and management of
marine protected areas, wetlands, lagoons, estuarie s and seagrass
meadows

Samir GRIMES?, Izdihar AMMAR ? & Paolo MAGNI®
YInstitut des Sciences de la Mer et de 'Aménagenhenittoral, Algeria —grimessamir@yahoo)fr

“Tishreen University; High Institute of Marine Researgtjs&— (izdi5@scs-net.ojg
3Foundation IMC — International Marine Centre, Italy — (p.m@ymc-it.org

To have a knowledge of the most remarkable components of nimodieersity, in its broadest
sense, supposes there to be a thorough knowledge, acquired earlipg titality of the
biodiversity elements without statute at neither national hoegional (Mediterranean) level. In
the southern and eastern part of the Mediterranean this islwaysathe case. Very often
fragmented, disparate and delocalised data, both in time and ie, Sgader the elaborate
management plans “hypothetic”. This fragmentation makes it dliffic standardise criteria for the
classification of national or regional sites of interd$te essence of these criteria is in fact based
on the density or the size of the remarkable or endangeredsspepiglation, data that most often
are incomplete if not entirely unavailable. Under these condiitoissrather difficult to devise
management plans for potential areas of protection and to developrefpractical instruments
for the protection of one or another remarkable population.

For these reasons, it has always been recommended to confstmiattoriteria of the presence of
remarkable species when establishing a reserve, atiethe case of Algeria. In a second phase,
we suggest to push the knowledge on species having a statute imootitgrose of elements that
can help establish the most useful management plan.

Another gap is undoubtedly participation in the dynamics of the procebe a@fssimilation of a
reserve. Too often, people considered as “key-persons” in #tensyare not consulted until the
end of the process, which makes their participation rath&fental because, in most of the cases,
these people don't feel at all or any longer included in the dyrsastarted by the authorities.

In addition, the interests for economical development must be coedidben generating the most
appropriate mechanisms for the protection of endangered speciEmdscapes of major interest.
The search for balance between the protection of the most sgrapeties and the most rational
exploitation of the species and the resources of commerciatsntehould be the guide while
establishing the management plans for areas to be protedtatis Why, on a national scale,
protected areas should not be considered as isolated and autonomouss leutitieore as elements
or systems being part of one huge functional system where tliedbjectives for either area are
complementary and are part of a global and even cross-basdaT,\as this is the case for a semi-
closed sea like the Mediterranean.

" Please refer to this section as:

Grimes, S; Ammar, |I; Magni, P. (2004). Introduction to Topic Efidangered biodiversity and
management of marine protected areas, wetlands, lagoamsjestind seagrass meadows. Pp 20-
21 in Magni, Pet al. (eds): Electronic conference on ‘The Southern and Easteritdvtadean Sea
and the Black Sea: New challenges for marine biodiversigarel and monitoring’ - Summary of
discussions, 6 to 24 September, 2004. Flanders Marine InsGiséende, Belgium.
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The Convention relative to biological diversity recognizes thenoyg in implementing concrete
and efficient actions for marine biodiversity protection. Theioms undertaken, on a
Mediterranean scale, such as the programmes on integratedienaamt for coastal zones (GIZC
and GIZL) as well as the performance objectives on protectethenand coastal areas fit in this
process. At the moment, the most adapted framework tottategy is the strategic action plan for
the conservation of biological diversity in the MediterraneanoregHowever, the process of
assimilation as a reserve needs to be accelerated takimgaccount that in most of the
Mediterranean countries the time between the declaration eftiind the actual protection
measures can be that long that valuable ecosystems havtotdegrade even up to the point of
irreversibility.

A modern approach to coastal marine environment protection and biojivergiests more than
just species conservation, it would need an action more retatedrt or, in some countries where
environmental aggressive practises (e.g. fishing using dynamitgay anchored, even a change
of mentality. The increasingly threatened living marine ressumeveal the extent of the
challenges which arise to us.

As the limits of the national strategies implemented in &tiogaied way seem to be reached, on a
regional and world level there seems to be a serious wiitabksh a consensus on an integrated
and global development which traces contours of a strategy on a bgesdgaphical scale, but
takes into account the characteristics of the various arehsegions.

Several Mediterranean countries are well advanced irgémeration of national strategies for
marine and coastal biodiversity preservation. These gieastare globally based on knowledge,
awareness, and the role of participants. This last point gigklithe shared responsibility in the
implementation of one conservation strategy for natural elem@&his responsibility needs a
hierarchy from the bottom to the top of the political decision-mgirocess at a national level,
which will subsequently be put forward to the international commuiitiis process should be the
driving power behind any strategy.

Here we must say that where the number of the Marine Redtéeceas of the Mediterranean is in
continuous growth, this development has mainly started in the 80&in the western basin and

has also included, in the last years, the countries of tkatakisector. Syria, with its 183 km of

coast, has recently recognized the importance of the MarwtedRed Areas and has begun to
select some coastal areas to be protected. in the noréean. sSThe Syrian government took vast
steps to generate these MPAs, but sometimes irresponsible {(gogksmarine transportation

disasters) may cause the failure of any plan or stratedyyhe loss of all official and public efforts.

Can we avoid these problems? Or at least, how would we dibathem?

At last, the time has probably come to review, in the lighthef data gathered during the last

decade, the list of endangered species as well as those expuséation is regulated in the
Mediterranean, this also being one of the stakes for a pedigagement of protected zones.
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