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Abstract.

A digital library can be regarded as a system that performs or supports at least the
functions of a library in a context of distributed networked collections. This very intuitive

changes are implied when we introduce the idea of digital libraries, and that systems
managing libraries of digital documents must be capable of handling many issues
unknown to traditional library systems. The new physical state of documeénts not only
affects all the procedures operating upon documents as physical objects - collections
organization, collocation, loan, etc - but also the administrative procedures versus
publishers and patrons, and versus the Library itself, when considered as an
administrative institution,

However knowing concepts underlying traditional library functions /services does help
understanding digital libraries, mainly because the “new” physical state has a lesser impact
on procedures which treat the information contents of documents - cataloguing, indexing
classifying - as well as on information retrieval behaviour of users.

The seminar will present the main concepts of information searching and retrieval and
introduce to the digital environment, where documents may be of totally new types and
new mechanisms are required for cataloguing as well as for discovering network
information resources.
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