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ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion
GLAM Wikimedia projects demonstrate how research libraries
can move beyond custodial roles and become strategic
actors in research evaluation, knowledge production, and
scientific autonomy.

“Knowledge grows when it is shared”“Knowledge grows when it is shared”“Knowledge grows when it is shared”“Knowledge grows when it is shared”
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Commercial publishing
models

Proprietary infrastructures

Metric-based evaluation
systems

Open and non-proprietary
knowledge circulation

Greater transparency and
reuse

Alternatived models of
research dissemination

They can be understood as
institutional strategies ;
for knowledge sovereignty

700K+ Views of project
on Wikimedia Commons

Scientific cartography:
digitization and open access
publication of CNR’s
hystorical and scientific
maps (Central library,  CNR-
IGAG, CNR-ISEM, CNR-IRPI)

Deaf community heritage: 
materials on deaf culture,
education and history,
including Italian Sign
Language (LIS)

Musical Collections: 
digitization and open
dissemination of Opera
scores and Librettos from
the Library of Santa Cecilia
conservatory of music, Rome

These projects transform
cultural heritage into
reusable research outputs

                 In a context where scientific autonomy is shaped by commercial publishing models and metric-based
evaluation systems, GLAM Wikimedia projects offer strategies for research sovereignty and open knowledge
dissemination. This contribution presents the Central Library of the CNR as a case study, focusing on three GLAM
initiatives: scientific cartography, Deaf community heritage (including LIS), and historical musical collections. By
integrating content into Wikimedia platforms, the Library adopts a non-proprietary publishing model, reducing
dependence on commercial systems and enhancing reuse, visibility, and inclusiveness. GLAM Wikimedia projects
demonstrate how research libraries can become key infrastructures for open, equitable knowledge circulation.
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These metrics highlight alternative
forms of impact, beyond traditional
bibliometrics

Scientific autonomy: 
is increasingly shaped by:

GLAM Wikimedia projects
respond to these pressures
by enabling: 

GLAM Project was funded and
launched in 2025 and represents an
important step toward transforming
the library into an “open and
participatory digital library”

Cultural heritage as research output: GLAM Wikimedia
projects at the Cnr Central Library
Emanuela Cilione (CNR Unità pianificazione, programmazione e Biblioteca Centrale), Isabella Florio (CNR Area territoriale di
ricerca di Cosenza), Giorgia Migliorelli (CNR Unità pianificazione, programmazione e Biblioteca Centrale), Maria Adelaide
Ranchino (CNR Unità pianificazione, programmazione e Biblioteca Centrale), Sara Santorsa (CNR Unità pianificazione,
programmazione e Biblioteca Centrale)

Statistics
April 2025-April 2026

1k+ Digital objects published 

13k+ Linked Data Entries

GLAM Wikimedia, open access, research libraries, knowledge sovereignty, digital cultural heritage

GLAM Wikimedia projects enable:
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